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South Africa is the adventure capital of the world, offering visitors scenic
beauty, magniﬁcent outdoors, sunny climate, and cultural diversity – all of
which have made it a popular leisure travel destination.
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Tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors of
South Africa’s economy. Directly and indirectly,
tourism constitutes about 7% of employment in
South Africa. The tourism industry forms part of
the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative for
South Africa’s (AsgiSA) goals to reduce poverty and
unemployment; and to raise the level of economic
growth by at least 4,5% in the next few years and
to an average of 6% between 2010 and 2014.
Tourism has been identiﬁed as one of the key
economic sectors with excellent potential for
growth. It is also the only sector nationally that has
managed to grow jobs (half a million and rising)
while increasing its contribution to the gross
domestic product (GDP). For every 12 new tourists
to the country, one new job is created.
Almost 5,5 million foreign tourists visited South
Africa in the ﬁrst seven months of 2008, a 7,8%
increase over the 5,1 million foreigners who
visited the country in the same period in 2007.
The contribution of tourism to South Africa’s GDP is estimated to have increased from
R137,6 billion in 2006 to R159,6 billion in 2007.
The number of jobs created directly and indirectly
in the economy through tourism increased by 5%
from 896 900 in 2006 to 941 000 in 2007.
Analysis of the arrival ﬁgures for January to
July 2008 showed that growth from South Africa’s traditional tourist markets remained strong,
boosted by increases in arrivals from new markets.
North America recorded an increase of 11,7%
compared to the ﬁrst seven months of 2007. The
ﬁgures for Europe showed growth of 7,3%, with
France recording an increase of 16,8%. Arrivals
from Australasia grew by 10,9% and Asia showed
an increase of 5%.

Business tourism
South Africa is increasingly targeting business
travellers, who spend on average three times
more than their leisure counterparts, while crossing over signiﬁcantly into leisure travel themselves, through tours before or after their business
activities and through return trips in subsequent
years.
South Africa’s ﬁrst-world infrastructure, pleasant climate, breathtaking scenery and acres of
golf courses makes it an ideal location for international congresses and conventions.
The country has well over 1 000 world-class
conference and exhibition ventures, ranging from
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intimate bush hideaways to large-scale, hi-tech
convention centres. They all offer a wealth of
leisure acitivities, side tours and events, from
walking with elephants and ﬁrst-hand experiences of African culture to luxury shopping and
relaxation.
An estimated 6% to 7% of South Africa’s foreign
visitors in 2007 were business tourists, translating to about 550 000 business tourists compared
to 470 000 in 2006. In total, foreign direct spend
by business tourists in the country amounted to
R2,4 billion in 2006, up from about R2,1 billion
in 2005.
The South African Tourism Board has approved
the Business Tourism Growth Strategy, which is
the result of extensive consultation between the
business-tourism industry and government. It was
designed to ensure that all role-players align their
efforts in respect of the growth of this industry.

Adventure sports
When it comes to adventure sports, South Africa
has lots to offer.
Sandboarding has become a major activity in
some parts of South Africa. This sport is extremely
In the second quarter of 2008, the total
income for the accommodation industry increased by 33,5%, representing some
R1 144,1 million. The total income for the
accommodation industry in June 2008
increased by 34,8% (R367,5 million) compared to June
2007.
Income from accommodation increased by 30,8%
(R693,4 million) in the second quarter of 2008 compared
to the second quarter of 2007. Furthermore, income
from accommodation in June 2008 increased by 32,5%
(R224,6 million) compared to June 2007.
The number of stay units available during the second
quarter of 2008 increased by 0,4% compared to the second
quarter of 2007. The number of stay unit nights sold during
the second quarter of 2008 increased by 11,4% (from
4 476 900 to 4 986 500) compared to the second quarter
of 2007. The number of stay unit nights sold for June 2008
increased by 11,0% (from 1 426 900 to 1 584 200) compared
to June 2007.
The occupancy rate during the second quarter of 2008
increased by 10,8% (to 51,5%) compared to the second
quarter of 2007. Furthermore, the occupancy rate for June
2008 increased by 10,5% (to 49,7%) compared to June
2007.

i

499

popular near Cape Town, in the Eastern Cape
and on Gauteng’s old mine dumps. Every year an
annual sandboarding competition takes place in
scenic Betty’s Bay.
South Africa is a perfect playground for quadbiking enthusiasts. There are over 60 different
trails to experience, and a good selection of these
also offer quad bikes for hire.
In South Africa you can ride in wildlife reserves,
through the winelands, along the coast, up mountains and past waterfalls – the possibilities are
almost endless, with enticing trails in every province.
South Africa is also one of the best shark-diving
destinations in the world.
South Africa is home to the highest commercial bungee jump in the world. The 216-metre
Bloukrans Bridge attracts adventure-seekers from
all around the world. The bridge is situated along
the scenic Garden Route. A new addition to
Bloukrans is the ﬂying fox cable slide – a great
option for families and groups. There are a range
of jumps on the much lower Gouritz River Bridge,
which has South Africa’s only bridge swinging
operation.

Tourism branch
The Tourism Branch of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism promotes and develops tourism to generate revenue, create jobs and
transform the tourism industry, thus encouraging
the participation of historically disadvantaged individuals (HDIs).
The branch provides support to both the public
and private sectors, and to the broader South
African community.
It has identiﬁed seven thematic areas for tourism
development:
s SKILLS
s TRANSPORT
s SAFETY AND SECURITY
s INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
s MARKETING
s SMALL MEDIUM AND MICRO ENTERPRISE 3--%
and infrastructure development
s INDUSTRY TRANSFORMATION
These areas are the bedrock of the 2010 Action
Plan, hence government’s alignment of AsgiSA and
2010 FIFA World Cup4- initiatives.
Community tourism is becoming increasingly popular, with tourists wanting to experience
South Africa’s rural villages and townships. (See
Chapter 4: Arts and culture.)

500

The implementation of the Airlift Strategy, the
result of a strong partnership between the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, South
African Tourism, the Department of Transport and
the private sector, shows impressive increases
in capacity to bring tourists to South Africa. The
strategy supports the millennium development
goals and the objectives of the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (Nepad) to increase African
connectivity and access.

Tourism policy and initiatives
The Department of Environmental Affairs and
Tourism aims to create favourable conditions for
responsible tourism growth and development by
promoting and developing tourism. This increases
job and entrepreneurial opportunities and encourages the participation of previously disadvantaged individuals (PDIs). It focuses on facilitating
the growth of the tourism industry by providing
support to the public and private sectors, and the
broader community.
The White Paper on Tourism provides a policy
framework for tourism development, and entails,
among other things:
s EMPOWERMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING
s FOCUSING ON TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT
s AGGRESSIVELY MARKETING 3OUTH !FRICA AS A
tourism destination to international markets
s A DOMESTIC TOURISM AND TRAVEL CAMPAIGN
Adventures by Disney has chosen South Africa
as one of eight new destinations for its list of
family-friendly adventures in locations around
the world in 2009. Launched in 2005, Adventures by Disney offers guided family vacation
experiences to destinations in Europe, the Americas, Africa,
Asia and Australia. Adventures by Disney’s 12-day, 11-night
South African trip starts in Cape Town before visiting the
Western Cape Garden Route, and the towns of George and
Knysna and venturing into safari country at Kapama Game
Reserve next to the Kruger National Park.
Families are accompanied from start to ﬁnish by two
Disney-trained adventure guides who are experts on their
destination. Along the way, local experts and historians
provide an insider’s perspective, while kids become junior
adventurers and enjoy activities and surprises just for them.
Also on offer in 2009 will be an even more luxurious
version of the standard itinerary on two Adventures by Disney
tours – one being the South Africa trip. Known as Disney
Signature Trips, these will offer an enhanced travel experience including upgraded accommodations, special amenities
and events not offered on standard departures.
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Raising general awareness about the opportunities for domestic travel remains a priority. The
aim is to encourage South Africans to travel within
their country, to make tourism products accessible
to all, to facilitate the development of a culture of
tourism, and to create a safe and welcoming environment for visitors.

Poverty-relief funding
The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism’s poverty-relief projects promote the development of community-owned tourism products
and the establishment of tourism infrastructure,
including roads, information centres and tourism
signage.
These poverty-relief projects are categorised
into product and infrastructure development,
capacity-building and training, the establishment
OF 3--%S AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Welcome Campaign
South African Tourism’s Welcome Campaign,
launched in 2004 at the Tourist Indaba, is about
encouraging every South African to make every
tourist feel at home, so that all tourists take with
them an experience that stands out and encourages them to return.

Welcome Awards
The Welcome Awards recognise those businesses
and individuals who raise the bar in the tourism
sector by improving their standards of customer
care and providing service excellence.
The awards programme forms part of the
broader Welcome Campaign, which aims to
ensure that South Africa’s tourism industry is
prepared to host many nations leading up to 2010
and beyond.
The awards were created to give credit to those
providers who go the extra mile to deliver service
excellence in the tourism industry by:
s OFFERING TRAVELLERS AUTHENTICALLY !FRICAN EXPERIences
s ENHANCING VISITORS EXPERIENCES ENCOURAGING
longer stays and repeat visits
s TURNING GUESTS INTO AMBASSADORS FOR 3OUTH
African Tourism.
The Welcome Awards also promote the best businesses within each category as examples to the
industry, encouraging members of the industry to share their ideas on how they can improve
customer experiences and make their stay more
enjoyable and impressionable.

As an increasingly important sector of South
Africa’s economy, tourism has the potential to fuel
the economy by creating jobs, reducing unemployment and improving the quality of life of all
South Africans.
Awards are given in four categories, namely:
tourist attractions, tour operators, accommodation
establishments and tourist guides.
The third annual Welcome Awards ceremony,
was held in Durban’s Albert Luthuli Convention
#ENTRE AT THE 4OURISM )NDABA IN -AY  4HE
Accommodation Category was won by Le Quartier
Francias; the Tour Operator Category by Arrive in
!FRICA THE 4OURIST !TTRACTION #ATEGORY BY -AROpeng; the Tourist Guides Category by Conraad
-OUTON AND THE /N LINE #ATEGORY BY #ABANA
Beach Resort.

Sho’t Left Campaign
In its ongoing quest to grow and sustain a robust
domestic travel market in South Africa, South
African Tourism unveiled its renewed Sho’t Left
Campaign in August 2008. The domestic market
is an exceptionally important one for the tourism
industry. In 2007, an estimated 44% (12,7 million)
South African adults travelled within the country,
resulting in 39 million domestic trips taken.
The newest phase of Sho’t Left follows the
travels of a number of young people as they
explore the country. The campaign visits many of
South Africa’s destination delights, from buzzing,
big cities to remote scenic spots and its cultural
and other attractions.
Because it targets young people, the campaign
strongly features adventure, entertainment and
nightlife travel experiences. It showcases South
Africa as an affordable and easy-to-do destination
for all. This campaign aims to show young South
Africans the emotional, educational and social
beneﬁts of travel.
The campaign features a series of media advertising targeting young South Africans and encouraging them to take more holidays in South Africa.

Domestic tourism growth
Domestic tourism is particularly valuable to the
country because, unlike foreign tourism, it is not
seasonal.
To continuously support the growth of the
domestic industry, South Africa is:
s PROMOTING THE DOMESTIC TOURISM BRAND
s PROMOTING A SET OF EXPERIENCES THAT RELATE TO
South African consumers
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s DISTRIBUTING APPROPRIATE INFORMATION IN SPECIlC
places
s FACILITATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF CO OPERATIVE
product packages
s DEVELOPING MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION CHANNELS
s PROMOTING REPEAT VISITATION
In 2008 a research and survey company,
Synovate,measured the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism’s Domestic
Tourism Barometer and scored it a 78% satisfaction survey for tourists travelling within South
Africa. Satisfaction levels of business travellers in
South Africa were slightly lower than the national
overall average: 73% indicated they were satisﬁed
as against 79% of all travellers (including holiday
and weekend away travellers).
Forty-six percent of business travellers stayed
in hotels; 88% say they would stay there again and
the majority (51%) stayed for one to two nights.
Twenty-three percent stayed with friends and
family; 11% stayed in self-catering accommodation and 8% stayed in a game lodge.
Eight out of 10 business travellers rated the
accommodation they stayed in and friendliness
of staff extremely well.
Seventy-three percent of business tourists stated that they felt safe during their most
recent trip against the national cumulative overall
average (including holiday travellers) of 80,4%.
Business travellers spent more per day than
leisure travellers – the overall average daily spend
recorded over all waves for business travellers is
R1 202,20 – compared to the overall average daily
spend of holiday travellers at R991.

Nepad identiﬁed tourism as an important sector
for addressing the development challenges facing
Africa. The Nepad Tourism Action Plan has been
developed, providing a more detailed framework
for action at national and subregional levels. The
action plan proposes concrete interventions in the
following focus areas:
s CREATING AN ENABLING POLICY AND REGULATORY ENVIronment
s INSTITUTION BUILDING AIMED AT PROMOTING TOURISM
s TOURISM MARKETING
s RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
s INVESTMENT IN TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE AND PRODucts
s HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (2$ AND QUALITY
assurance.
Some of the tourism initiatives South Africa is
actively participating in include:
s VARIOUS TOURISM SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES
in the Southern African Development Community (SADC)
s DEVELOPING THE 3!$# UNIVISA A SINGLE VISA TO
cover travel within the region.
Although the Regional Tourism Organisation of
Southern Africa (Retosa) agreement on the need
for the univisa exists, the differing levels of development in SADC countries is a challenge that must
be overcome ﬁrst.
Furthermore, lack of sufﬁcient funding is
hampering Retosa’s ability to implement the
univisa project. South Africa has advised Retosa to
approach donors, especially the European Union,
to assist with this project.

2010 FIFA World CupTM
International tourism
Cabinet approved the International Tourism Growth
Strategy in June 2003, which includes an analysis of core markets and their segments. Priority
markets have been identiﬁed in Europe, Asia and
Africa.
The strategy not only aims to increase arrivals,
but also to:
s INCREASE THE DURATION OF TOURISTS VISITS TO 3OUTH
Africa
s INCREASE SPENDING BY TOURISTS
s ENSURE THAT TOURISTS TRAVEL THROUGHOUT THE
country and not just in a few provinces
s FACILITATE TRANSFORMATION AND "LACK %CONOMIC
Empowerment (BEE) in the local tourism industry.
South Africa has made its mark as a global destination for meetings, incentives, conferences and
exhibitions.
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The Tourism Branch has engaged with countries
that have successfully hosted similar events, to
learn from their experiences. In addition, South
Africa together with various other African countries, the United Nations World Tourism Organisation and FIFA agreed to a programme of work
pertaining to hosting a world cup which is African
in scope.
South African Tourism (SAT) has joined forces
with hospitality group Southern Sun to boost
domestic tourism by making local travel easier,
more exciting and more affordable.
Building on the success of SAT’s Sho’t Left
Campaign, Southern Sun launched its SunBreaks Campaign,
which targets young, up-and-coming South Africans, encouraging them to take shorter, more affordable holidays, more
often.
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The announcement that the 2010 World Cup
will, for the ﬁrst time, feature non-hotel accomMODATION HAS TREMENDOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR 3--%
entrepreneurs who run lodges, bed-and-breakfast
establishments (B&Bs) and other smaller establishments.
The Department of Environmental Affairs
AND 4OURISM IS WORKING WITH -!4#( THE OFlCIAL
accommodation partner of the 2010 World Cup,
and the Tourism Grading Council of South Africa
4'#3! TO ASSIST 3--% ACCOMMODATION ESTABlishments and more speciﬁcally establishments
from previously disadvantaged communities to
be graded and registered as ofﬁcial accommodation suppliers for the event. This will provide a vital
SPRINGBOARD TO THESE 3--%S
By the end of 2008, South Africa had 80 000
graded rooms, although FIFA requires 55 000.

2010 host cities
Bloemfontein
Bloemfontein is the judicial capital of South
Africa, the provincial capital of the Free State and
THE LARGEST URBAN CENTRE IN THE -ANGAUNG ,OCAL
-UNICIPALITY "LOEMFONTEIN IS POPULARLY KNOWN AS
“The City of Roses”, owing to the abundance of
these ﬂowers and the annual rose festival held
there.
Cape Town
Cape Town is known for its beaches, sports,
mountain walks, day-trips, wine-tasting, sunsets
and ﬁne dining. Cape Town is the provincial capital
of the Western Cape and the legislative capital of
South Africa. Cape Town is the economic hub of
the Western Cape. It also has the primary harbour
and airport in the Western Cape.
Durban
Durban, South Africa’s third-largest city in area, is
an exciting hub around a busy harbour on the edge
of the warm Indian Ocean. The city is well known
for its pleasant climate and welcoming beaches.
It also boasts top sporting facilities, world-class
resorts and nature reserves.
Johannesburg
Johannesburg lies in Gauteng, the wealthiest
province in South Africa. Locals have nicknamed
the most populous city in South Africa “Joburg”,
“Jozi” and “eGoli”. The City of Johannesburg is
one of the largest metropolitan areas in the world
with a population of just over three million people.

Nelspruit
.ELSPRUIT THE CAPITAL CITY OF -PUMALANGA
is nestled on the Crocodile River, about
 KM WEST OF -OZAMBIQUE -PUMALANGA WHICH
means “The Place of the Rising Sun”) is the
primary gateway to the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Park, which stretches over three countries
and encompasses global wilderness icons such as
the more than 100-year-old Kruger National Park.
With its subtropical climate, abundant sunshine
and lush covered hills and valleys, Nelspruit forms
THE IDEAL BASE FROM WHICH TO EXPLORE -PUMAlanga.
Polokwane
Polokwane is the capital city of Limpopo. It is the
largest city in the north and a major economic
centre. Wide streets, jacaranda trees, colourful
parks and sparkling fountains characterise the
city.
Polokwane, which means “A Place of Safety”,
is situated 60 km south of the Tropic of Capricorn and is home to just over 500 000 people. It
encompasses the vibrant communities of Seshego,
-ANKWENG AND OTHER SURROUNDING TOWNSHIPS
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth is one of South Africa’s important sea ports. The city, the largest in the Eastern
Cape, lies on the south-eastern coastline of South
Africa. It is known for its sunshine, temperate
climate, exhilarating sea breezes and magniﬁcent
golden beaches. The city forms part of the Nelson
-ANDELA "AY -UNICIPALITY WHICH UNITES 5ITENHAGE
and Despatch, and is named after South Africa’s
former president, humanitarian and world icon,
.ELSON -ANDELA WHO WAS BORN AND SPENT HIS
formative years in the Eastern Cape.
)N -ARCH  AN INITIATIVE BETWEEN 3OUTH
African Tourism and Kulula.com was launched.
This joint venture was the ﬁrst of its kind and
it encourages domestic travellers to discover
and experience South Africa’s diverse beauty,
interesting places and unique personalities.
This campaign essentially entails an agenda to create
an awareness of domestic travel by showcasing the diverse
tourism experiences South Africans have on their doorstep. It
also highlights how easy and affordable it can be to access
these experiences with Kulula.com offering more than 300
ﬂights each week among its 12 routes. The ﬁve markets of
focus for the campaign are Cape Town, George, Port Elizabeth, Durban and Johannesburg.
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Pretoria
Pretoria’s charm lies in its harmonious blend of
African roots and European traditions. It is a city
where history meets 21st century style and development, where vibrant township scenes complement modern shopping centres. Pretoria is an
important industrial centre, with heavy industries
including iron and steel casting as well as automobile, railroad and machinery manufacture.
The city has the second-largest number of
embassies in the world after Washington DC.
Rustenburg
Rustenburg is a large town situated at the foot
OF THE -AGALIES MOUNTAIN RANGE IN .ORTH 7EST *UST
outside the town are the largest platinum mines in
the world and the largest platinum reﬁnery, which
processes about 70% of the world’s platinum. The
town is surrounded by fertile farming land.

Tourism Organising Plan
On the basis of research into the opportunities
and challenges facing the industry, South African
Tourism has developed the Tourism Organising
Plan to maximise tourism value in 2010.
This includes measures to increase the number
of graded establishments, develop a database
of tourism products in the country, and address
service levels and skills shortages.
The plan also involves ensuring tourism-friendly
transport at focal points, and working with the
South African Tourism runs the Emerging
Tourism Entrepreneur of the Year Awards
(ETEYA), aimed at enhancing business
competitiveness and skills for emerging entrepreneurs in black-owned small. medium and
MICRO ENTERPRISES 3--% WITHIN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY )T IS
open to black entrepreneurs operating for less than ﬁve years
with a staff of less than 50 people and an annual turnover not
exceeding R5 million.
In 2008, the ETEYA project was boosted by the addition
of the South African Breweries (SAB) as a primary partner.
3!" BRINGS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN 3--% SUPPORT AND ENTERprise development, as well as an injection of R1,9 million to
the initiative, which will be invested in training and building
capacity for the qualifying ETEYA entrepreneurs. The ETEYA
competition is open not only to accommodation establishments, which have won most of the awards to date but
also to cultural villages, game reserves, restaurants, tourist
attractions adventure products, conference centres, tour
operators, travel agents, car rental companies, coach operators and tour wholesalers.

i

504

Department of Safety and Security to implement a
national tourism safety plan.

Industry transformation
The implementation of the Tourism BEE Charter
and Scorecard, launched in 2005, started in
2006/07. The tourism sector BEE Code was gazetted in 2008.
The Charter Council was launched nationALLY IN -AY  ! BRAND AND CORPORATE IDENTITY
were developed to promote visibility and awareness of the council. The brand “Be Empowered”
can be used as a marketing tool by organisations
that are certiﬁed to comply with the charter and
scorecard.
Communication and marketing objectives were
taken further with the development of the Tourism
BEE Charter website, to serve as a one-stop
shop for tourism BEE information. The website,
www.tourismbeechater.co.za, contains useful
tools for use by the industry.
The tourism sector is expected to report annually on how it is complying with the charter. The
veriﬁcation systems and processes will guide the
sector on how to verify their BEE status, and to
report on progress. It will also identify creative
WAYS TO OFFSET VERIlCATION COSTS FOR 3--%S -OST
importantly, it will provide a toolkit to guide the
industry in its veriﬁcation process.
The Tourism BEE Focal Points Forum meets
quarterly to review progress concerning BEE
implementation and to strategise on how best to
implement BEE at provincial and local levels.
There is also a beneﬁciaries’ engagement strategy, aimed at encouraging black people to take
advantage of the enabling environment brought
about by the Tourism BEE Charter and Scorecard.
In September 2008, the second Tourism BEE
conference was held at the Cape Town International Convention Centre.

Infrastructure Development
Programme
)N -AY  THE $EPARTMENT OF %NVIRONMENTAL
Affairs and Tourism and the South African National
Parks completed the second year of implementation of the Infrastucture Development Programme,
for which R541 million was made available over a
four-year period. Implementation of the projects
has started in earnest. The programme had
EMPLOYED   PEOPLE BY -AY  3OME 
3--%S WERE EMPOWERED AND TRANSFORMATION IN THE
construction industry is actively supported. Some
highlights include:

s  TOURISM ACCOMMODATION UNITS WERE
upgraded and many new accommodation units
contructed in the various national parks.
s  UPGRADED AND NEW STAFF ACCOMMODAtion units were put in place in various national
parks.

Tourism Enterprise Partnership (TEP)
The TEP is a public-private partnership between
the Department of Environmental Affairs and
Tourism and the Business Trust. The TEP facilitates
THE GROWTH OF TOURISM 3--%S OFTEN BY ESTABLISHING LINKS BETWEEN 3--%S AND LARGER CUSTOMERS
4HE DEVELOPMENT OF 3--%S IS A HIGH PRIORITY
issue for the Tourism Branch, not just to increase
capacity in the tourism sector but also to distribute the beneﬁts of tourism and contribute towards
national poverty-alleviation goals.
"Y THE END OF    3--%S HAD BEEN
empowered through the establishment of business
linkages, as well as training in the development of
business and marketing plans. The value of linkAGES CREATED FOR 3--%S AMOUNTED TO 2  BILLION
by the end of 2007. For the ﬁrst time ever, tourism
products for investment have also been identiﬁed. Sixteen products were identiﬁed in collaboration with the provinces and the Department
of Trade and Industry. The products were packaged as investment-marketing material, and are
now available to potential investors. The goal for
2007/08 was to identify additional projects and to
approach potential investors.
Opportunities also abound in sectors such as
construction, security services, transfers, volunteer training, grading assessment and event
management.
Other initiatives undertaken by the department
IN SUPPORT OF TOURISM 3--%S INCLUDED ESTABLISHing a business-training package for entrepreneurs,
DEVELOPING A TOURISM 3--% FUNDING AND SUPPORT
handbook, and introducing the Department of
Trade and Industry’s incentives for tourism entrepreneurs.

Tourism Indaba
The Indaba is one of the largest tourism-marketing
events on the African calendar and one of the top
three “must visit” events of its kind on the global
calendar. It showcases the widest variety of Southern Africa’s best tourism products, and attracts
international visitors and media from across the
world.

Indaba 2008 shattered 2007’s record, with more
than 13 200 delegates attending. There were 621
journalists, 175 of which were foreign journalists.
The Indaba is very business-focused, and also
gives opportunities to network with others in the
industry, combine product offerings and create
new itineraries for a market that grows bigger
each year.

Human-resource development (HRD)
The Tourism HRD Strategy, which aims to encourage industry players to compete on the basis of
excellence in HR, was launched in 2008. In October
2008, the department held the inaugural Tourism
Careers Expo, which attracted 17 000 visitors over
three days. Tourism HRD is considered one of the
pillars of the development of a responsible tourism
culture in South Africa.
The department supports the full introduction
of Travel, Tourism and Hospitality Studies as a
subject in schools. Travel and Tourism was introduced in 2000 in all schools wishing to offer the
subject from grades 10 to 12.
The Travel and Tourism Programme (TTP) holds
an annual Tourism Schools Competition. The topic
for the 2008 competition was Responsible Tourism
Development, which was about how tourism
should help to protect and enhance the environment, the community and the economy. A learner
AND EDUCATOR FROM -ATLOSANA (IGH 3CHOOL WON AN
all-expenses-paid trip to Nice, France, where they
attended the Global Travel and Tourism Programme
(GTTP) international learner/teacher conference
in November 2008. Learners and teachers from
the nine GTTP member countries who attended
presented their research on responsible tourism
development at the conference. The topic for the
2009 competition is Sports Tourism.

In July 2008, a survey by a top United States
of America (USA) travel magazine showed that
American tourists rated Cape Town as their
third-favourite city in the world. According
to South African Tourism, in 2006 alone, the
Western Cape welcomed 145 211 visitors from the USA. This
was an increase of 19,64% from the previous year.The Americans also voted Singita Boulders Lodge in the Sabi Sands
Game Reserve, adjacent to the Kruger National Park, as the
top hotel in the world. Cape Town’s Cape Grace Hotel was
placed 22nd in the same category.
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Tourism and Hospitality Education
and Training Authority (Theta)
Theta is the Sector Education and Training Authority established under the Skills Development Act,
1998 (Act 97 of 1998), for the Tourism, Hospitality
and Sport Economic Sector. Theta comprises the
following chambers:
s (OSPITALITY
s #ONSERVATION AND 4OURIST 'UIDING
s 3PORT 2ECREATION AND &ITNESS
s 4OURISM AND 4RAVEL 3ERVICES
s 'AMING AND ,OTTERIES
Every chamber has its own committee that helps
Theta to identify industry needs.

Tourism Learnership Project (TLP)
The TLP is a multimillion rand partnership between
the Business Trust, Theta and the Department of
Labour.
The TLP aims to raise the standards of South
Africa’s tourism industry by ensuring the development of useful, transferable and accredited skills.
The TLP’s three core objectives are to:
s ACCELERATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL QUALIlcations for all primary subsectors of the tourism
sector
s ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF NATIONAL QUALIlCATIONS
which will trigger increased investment in training by employers
s DEVELOP SYSTEMS AND SUPPORT THE TRAINING OF
unemployed people through learnerships that
provide them with the necessary skills to ﬁnd
jobs.

Tourist guiding
Illegal tourist guides undermine the efforts of
legitimate guides. In February 2006, the Tourism
Branch of the Department of Environmental Affairs
and Tourism launched a campaign against illegal
guiding.
Provincial tourist-guide registrars are trained
and illegal guiding is monitored, resulting in
illegal guides being stopped from operating. The
branch continues to work with the industry and
South African Police Service (SAPS) to curb illegal
guiding.
It is estimated that 2010 will require 30 662
guides, at least half of whom should be black.
By mid-2007, South Africa had about 10 000
guides, with only 30% black representation.
Updating the database of tourist guides and ensuring that it interfaces with provincial structures, is a
priority for the department.
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Hints for the tourist
Every traveller to South Africa must have a valid
passport and, where necessary, a visa.
The Immigration Act, 2002 (Act 13 of 2002),
stipulates that all visitors to South Africa
are required to have at least one blank page
(both back and front) in their passport to enable
the entry visa to be issued. If there is insufﬁcient
space in the passport, entry will be denied.
Enquiries may be directed to South African
diplomatic representatives abroad or to the
Department of Home Affairs in Pretoria. Visas are
issued free of charge. Visitors who intend travelling between South Africa and neighbouring countries are advised to apply for multiple-entry visas.
Passport-holders of certain countries are exempt
from visa requirements.
Tourists must satisfy immigration ofﬁcers that
they have the means to support themselves during
their stay and that they have return or onward
tickets. They must also have valid international
health certiﬁcates.
Visitors from the yellow-fever belt in Africa and
the United States of America (USA), and those who
travel through or disembark in these areas, have to
be inoculated against the disease.
-ALARIA IS ENDEMIC TO PARTS OF +WA:ULU
.ATAL -PUMALANGA AND ,IMPOPO )T IS ESSENTIAL TO
take anti-malaria precautions when visiting these
areas.
Foreign tourists visiting South Africa can have
their value-added tax (VAT) refunded, provided the
value of the items purchased exceeds R20.
VAT is refunded on departure at the point of
exit.
South Africa’s transport infrastructure – airlines,
railroads, roads, luxury touring buses (coaches)
and motor cars – is such that tourists can travel
comfortably and quickly from their port of entry to
any part of the country.
A number of international airlines, including South African Airways (SAA), operate regular
scheduled ﬂights to and from South Africa. Several
domestic airlines operate in the country. There are
also mainline trains to all parts of the country. (See
Chapter 21: Transport.)

Accommodation
The tourist-accommodation industry in South
Africa provides a wide spectrum of accommodation, from formal hotels to informal holiday ﬂats
and cottages, game lodges and reserves, guest
houses, youth hostels and B&B establishments.

Some hotels cater for businesspeople and the
high-end luxury market, but there are diverse
hotels available across the country, ranging from
family-centred establishments to international
chains, and a growing selection of conference
hotels, casino resorts and golf hotels.
There are also spa resorts, numerous options
for the budget traveller, and a charming array of
B&B accommodation and guest houses. Facilities range from the ultra-luxury to the rustic, but
most are noted for their high-quality, personalised
SERVICE AND WARM HOSPITALITY -ANY HAVE RESTAUrants on site.
A variety of promotional material on South
Africa is available. Comprehensive guides and
maps cover all the regions and aspects of interest to tourists, including accommodation. Various
useful tourism websites can be found on the Internet.

Quality assurance
The TGCSA inspects standards in the hospitality
and accommodation industry.
This voluntary grading system, which was
launched in 2001, uses internationally recognised star insignia to rate accommodation establishments and will be extended to include relevant businesses in classiﬁed sectors of the
tourism industry. Once graded, establishments are
South African Tourism has partnered with CNN
International to produce a multimedia advertising campaign featuring user-generated
content.
4HE -Y 3OUTH !FRICA #AMPAIGN IS GEARED
towards raising the proﬁle of South Africa to CNN’s audience
of business and leisure travellers.
The campaign encourages CNN viewers worldwide to
upload photographs, videos and stories that encapsulate
their experiences of South Africa through the My South Africa
website.
The best contributions are then aired on CNN to
 MILLION HOMES AND HOTEL ROOMS ACROSS %UROPE THE -IDDLE
East and Africa in the form of scrapbook style adverts.
The website will also host a picture gallery where visitors
can rate each other’s entries and sign up for a monthly newsletter and quarterly virtual magazine.
Furthermore, the campaign will be promoted through blog
sites, chat rooms and social networking sites such as Facebook and Flickr.
The campaign will run until the end of 2010, spanning the
months of June and July when all eyes will be on South Africa
as it hosts the 2010 World Cup.
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encouraged to use the star system for marketing
and advertising purposes.
Establishments are assessed according to the
type of accommodation they provide. There are
currently nine types of establishments:
s ""S
s GUEST HOUSES
s HOTELS
s SELF CATERING
s BACKPACKER AND HOSTELLING
s CARAVANS AND CAMPING
s COUNTRY HOUSES
s MEETINGS EXHIBITIONS SPECIAL EVENTS
s RESTAURANTS
Grading assessors undergo training to receive the
National Certiﬁcate in Tourism Grading, a worldﬁrst qualiﬁcation. Assessors are accredited with
Theta and registered with the TGCSA before being
recommended to the industry.
Larger hotel groups with their own internal
assessors are also accredited with Theta. Independent auditors conduct random audits. These
auditors also assist in ensuring that the assessors
adhere to a code of conduct.
Star grading is the only system recognised by
government and the TGCSA.
Star gradings are displayed on most advertising material and at hotel entrances. Participation
by hotels is voluntary and indicates a commitment
to providing good service and regularly upgrading facilities. Star-graded establishments undergo
annual quality checks to ensure that standards are
maintained.
The grading categories are as follows:
s ONE STAR n FAIR TO GOOD MODEST CLEAN COMFORTable and functional
s TWO STARS n GOOD QUALITY FURNISHINGS SERVICE
and guest care
s THREE STARS n VERY GOOD BETTER FURNISHINGS
service and guest care
s FOUR STARS n SUPERIOR EXCELLENT COMFORT AND
very high standard of furnishings, service and
guest care
s lVE STARS n EXCEPTIONAL TOP OF THE LINE QUALITY
and luxurious accommodation in line with the
best international standards and stringent
attention to service.
The TGCSA annually publishes The Accommodation Guide.
AA Travel Guide offers another quality check
for visitors to South Africa. The AA stamp of
approval on promotional material indicates that
a venue is highly recommended. Since 1994,
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the organisation has also been running an annual
awards programme based on consumer feedback
on some 1 200 AA quality-assured establishments.
Qualiﬁed assessors visit high-scoring establishments to verify their scores.

Tourist safety
Crime has had a negative impact on the country’s
growing reputation as a desirable travel destination. However, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism is lobbying and working
together with safety and security agencies such as
the SAPS, the National Intelligence Agency and the
Department of Safety and Security.
During 2006, the Tourism Branch established
a task team to assist in developing the National
Tourism Safety and Awareness Strategy. All nine
provinces are represented on the task team.
!GENCIES SUCH AS THE )NTERNATIONAL -ARKETING
Council have also been identiﬁed to help counter
international perceptions about crime.
As part of its efforts to combat crime, the SAPS
holds joint operations committee meetings with
stakeholders at provincial level. A range of stakeholders attend these planning meetings, which
previously did not include tourism stakeholders.
The Tourism Safety and Awareness Strategy involves pro-active and support measures.
A booklet containing safety tips for tourists has
been revised and was distributed at the Tourism
Indaba.
The department, together with the SAPS, is
working on the Tourism Safety and Awareness
Handbook for Practitioners.

Research
Tourism data collection and dissemination are
important activities of the Tourism Branch, as a
growing industry needs to be well informed. The
Tourism Satellite Account (TSA) is a key research
tool, which calculates the value of tourism to the
national economy, based on the data accumulated
in 10 different tables.
The TSA was expected to be launched at the
2009 Tourism Indaba.

Tourism in the provinces
Western Cape
The Western Cape lies at the southern tip of Africa.
The province is considered one of the most beautiful regions in Africa; it is also the place where two
oceans meet and the home of the famous fynbos
vegetation.
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4HE PATERNAL PRESENCE OF 4ABLE -OUNTAIN THE
pristine coastline with its white sandy beaches, the
magniﬁcent countryside with its bountiful rivers,
vleis and dams, fauna and ﬂora, together with the
warm summer climate and friendly community
make the Western Cape the perfect holiday destination.

Cape Metropole
Tourism in the city of Cape Town centres around
the Victoria and Alfred (V&A) Waterfront, a working
harbour offering everything from upmarket shopping malls, arts and craft markets, theatres and
live music to museums.
Other major attractions in the city include the
"O +AAP -USEUM THE #ASTLE OF 'OOD (OPE THE
#OMPANYS 'ARDEN THE $ISTRICT 3IX -USEUM mEA
markets, the Grand Parade, the houses of ParliaMENT THE 3OUTH !FRICAN #ULTURAL (ISTORY -USEUM
and the South African National Gallery. Also worth
a visit are historical buildings in the Bo-Kaap and
District Six.
4HE 'OLD OF !FRICA -USEUM ESTABLISHED BY !NGLO
Gold houses a celebrated collection of more than
350 gold artefacts.
Air ﬂips and trips are available, as are many boat
and yacht trips from Table Bay Harbour, including
trips to Robben Island (proclaimed a world heritage site and also the place where former President
.ELSON -ANDELA WAS IMPRISONED FOR  YEARS 
4HE .ELSON -ANDELA 'ATEWAY TO 2OBBEN )SLAND
is in the Clock Tower Precinct at the V&A Waterfront. The gateway houses interactive multimedia exhibitions, an auditorium, boardrooms, the
2OBBEN )SLAND -USEUM AND A RESTAURANT
Jazz is big in Cape Town. From traditional blues
through progressive jazz to African-inﬂuenced
jazz, every taste is catered for at a number of
restaurants, jazz cafés, cigar bars, pubs and wine
farms. The top jazz event in the Western Cape is
the annual Cape Town International Jazz Festival.
4ABLE -OUNTAIN WHICH FORMS PART OF THE 4ABLE
-OUNTAIN .ATIONAL 0ARK 4-.0 IS A POPULAR
November 2008 saw the release of the Draft
National Service Excellence Strategy for
Tourism in South Africa. This initiative could
help transform South Africa into a globally
competitive service economy and destination
of choice. The draft strategy will address skills supply, public
awareness and education on minimum standards, the measurement of standards and the creation of an efﬁcient public
feedback mechanism.
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attraction for visitors and provides a majestic
BACKDROP TO THE VIBRANT AND FRIENDLY -OTHER #ITY
An ultra-modern cableway takes visitors to the top
of the mountain, providing spectacular views.
Newlands is home to the renowned Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden. In summer,
various open-air concerts are held here.
4HE 3OUTH !FRICAN 2UGBY -USEUM IN .EWLANDS
reﬂects the history of the sport as far back as
1891.
4HE 2HODES -EMORIAL IN 2ONDEBOSCH IS ON THE
SLOPES OF 4ABLE -OUNTAIN )T WAS BUILT OF GRANITE
from the mountain as a tribute to the memory of
Cecil John Rhodes, prime minister of the Cape
from 1890 to 1896. The University of Cape Town
IS WORTH A VISIT FOR ITS HISTORIC -IDDLE #AMPUS AND
many buildings designed by Sir Herbert Baker.
#APE 0OINT PART OF THE 4-.0 OFFERS MANY DRIVES
walks, picnic spots and a licensed restaurant.
Care has been taken to protect the environmental integrity of this 22 100-hectare (ha) reserve of
indigenous ﬂora and fauna.
Simon’s Town’s naval atmosphere and Historic
-ILE ARE MAJOR ATTRACTIONS IN THE AREA ! STATUE OF
the famous dog and sailor’s friend, Able Seaman
Just Nuisance, stands at Jubilee Square.
Other attractions include the South African
.AVAL -USEUM AND THE 7ARRIOR 4OY -USEUM
One of only two of the mainland African penguinbreeding colonies in the world can be found at
"OULDERS "EACH ALSO PART OF THE 4-.0
Hout Bay is well known for its colourful working
harbour. Seafood outlets, round-the-bay trips to
the nearby seal colony, shell and gift shops, and a
famous harbour-front emporium attract many visitors. Duiker Island is a seal and sea-bird sanctuary. The World of Birds Wildlife Sanctuary is one
of the largest bird parks in the world and houses
some 3 000 birds.
In Oostenberg, visitors can enjoy some ﬁne
WINE AND mOWER FARMS SUCH AS :EVENWACHT
The Tourism Grading Council of South Africa,
HAS INTRODUCED SHORT MESSAGE SYSTEM 3-3
technology to give tourists another platform
to provide their feedback. This forms part
of a new and improved customer feedback
mechanism. Apart from the fact that establishments have
the opportunity to benchmark themselves against industry
norms, recourse can also be taken if problems are encountered, making feedback valuable, strongly encouraged and
welcomed, either via the website www.tourismgrading.co.za
OR BY 3-3ING hSTARv TO 
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Wine Estate with its graceful Cape Dutch homeSTEAD 4YGERBERG :OO BOASTS A COLLECTION OF EXOTIC
animals.
Endless stretches of quiet beaches provide
popular surﬁng and windsurﬁng spots. Big Bay in
Bloubergstrand is a surfer’s paradise and host to
an international windsurﬁng event. Rietvlei Nature
Reserve is a unique wetland area, with over 110
bird species, including pelicans and ﬂamingos.
Canal Walk Century City is one of the largest
shopping centres in Africa, with close to 400
shops, and is home to the largest cinema complex
in South Africa.
Tygerberg is a vibrant and fast-growing area
with a well-developed business centre, numerous
sports ﬁelds, an international indoor-cycle track,
well-kept golf courses and a racecourse. New Year
in Cape Town is a festive affair, when the Cape
minstrels take to the streets with their upbeat
music and fancy costumes.

Garden Route
4HIS AREA FEATURES THE PONT AT -ALGAS WHICH IS THE
only remaining pont in the country, ferrying vehicles and livestock across the Breede River.
Whale-watching attracts tourists at Witsand
and Port Beaufort from June to November.
The Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve outside
Heidelberg comprises the popular Bushbuck Trail,
a wilderness trail and two mountain-bike trails.
Riversdale is one of South Africa’s most important fynbos export areas. Other attractions include
THE *ULIUS 'ORDON !FRICANA -USEUM
At the historical Strandveld Architectural Heritage Site at Still Bay, visitors can watch tame eels
BEING FED !NCIENT lSH TRAPS CAN BE SEEN AT -ORRIS
Point and the harbour.
At the aloe factories at Albertinia, aloe juice is
extracted for medicine and high-quality skin-care
products.
Nearby, bungee-jumping at the Gouritz River
Gorge, hiking, mountain-biking and angling are
popular pastimes.
4HE 0OINT IN -OSSEL "AY IS NOT ONLY POPULAR
among surfers, but its natural pool formed by rock
is also a favourite swimming spot at low tide. The
St Blaize trail starts here and is the ideal place
from which to watch the whales and dolphins at
play in season.
4HE HARBOUR AT -OSSEL "AY IS ONE OF THE MOST
modern commercial and recreational harbours on
the southern Cape coastline. PetroSA’s Information Centre informs visitors about the production
OF SYNTHETIC FUELS FROM -OSSEL "AYS OFFSHORE GAS
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ﬁelds. Other attractions include the Attequas Kloof
Pass, Anglo-Boer/South African War blockhouses
and the Bartolomeu Dias complex.
Great Brak River offers a historic village with
many opportunities for whale- and dolphin-watching along the extensive coast.
George is at the heart of the Garden Route. It
is the mecca of golf in the southern Cape, as it
is home to the renowned Fancourt Country Club
and Golf Estate, as well as various other acclaimed
golf courses. Board the Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe on its
daily trip along the coastline between George and
Knysna (except Sundays) at the Outeniqua TransPORT -USEUM
Visitors can also board the Power Van here, and
enjoy a glimpse of the Garden Route Botanical
Garden from this rail bus.
4HE 'EORGE -USEUM WITH ITS THEME OF TIMBER
HISTORY OFFERS ONGOING EXHIBITIONS 4HE -ONTAGU
and Voortrekker passes are national monuments,
providing spectacular views of the Outeniqua
Nature Reserve, which offers several hiking trails.
The George Airport, the Outeniqua Pass, the
railway line and the N2 offer convenient access
to this region, making George the ideal hub from
which to explore the Garden Route and Little
Karoo. Victoria Bay and Wilderness are popular for
their unspoilt beaches. Wilderness is the western
gateway to the southern Cape lakes area. It is a
nature lover’s paradise, best known for its beaches,
lakes, placid lagoon and lush indigenous forests.
Birdwatchers ﬂock to the Langvlei and Rondevlei
bird sanctuaries in the Wilderness National Park,
which hosts over 230 different bird species.
Sedgeﬁeld borders Swartvlei Lagoon, the largest
natural inland saltwater lake in South Africa. Activities include beach horse-riding, hiking, angling
and birdwatching.
A new ﬁve-star hotel under construction in
Cape Town, the Coral International, will target
-IDDLE %ASTERN VISITORS OFFERING THEM LUXURIous rooms, conferencing and prayer facilities,
halaal cuisine and no alcohol on the premises.
The Dubai-based Coral International Hotels, Resorts and
Spas and Cii Holdings will operate the Coral International,
which is situated on the corner of Buitengracht and Wale
streets in the city centre. The location is also just minutes
AWAY FROM THE 6ICTORIA AND !LFRED 7ATERFRONT AND 4ABLE -OUNtain, while it is only a short drive to the beaches of the Atlantic
Seaboard, as well as the central city’s coffee shops, restaurants and craft markets. Construction is underway, with
completion expected by the end of 2009.
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Knysna nestles on the banks of an estuary,
guarded by The Heads (two huge sandstone cliffs)
and surrounded by indigenous forests, tranquil
lakes and golden beaches.
This natural wonderland is home to the largest
and smallest of creatures, from the Knysna
seahorse to the Knysna elephants, rare delicate butterﬂies and the endemic Knysna loerie,
a colourful forest bird. Over 200 species can be
found in the abundant fynbos and forest settings.
Knysna is also famous for its delectable homegrown oysters, enjoyed with locally brewed beer in
quaint pubs and restaurants. An eclectic mix of art
galleries showcases the diversity of talent in the
area. There are also lagoon cruises, forest hikes,
golf and adventure sports on offer.
Plettenberg Bay is adventure country, offering
boat-based whale-watching, black-water tubing,
hiking, and forest and cycling trails.
The Keurbooms River Nature Reserve at Plettenberg Bay offers a canoeing trail, while the Robberg
Nature Reserve is a treasure trove of land, marine,
geological and archaeological wealth.
At 216-m high, the bungee jump from the
Bloukrans River Bridge on the border between the
Western and Eastern Cape is the highest commercial bungee jump in the world.

Little Karoo
The Little Karoo’s spectacular landscape is fashioned almost entirely by water. Its vegetation
ranges from lush greenery in the fertile river
valleys to short, rugged Karoo plants in the veld.
Gorges feature rivers that cut through towering
mountains, while breathtakingly steep passes
cross imposing terrain. The region is also home to
the largest bird in the world – the ostrich. The Little
Karoo is rich in culture and history.
Excellent wines and port are produced in the
Calitzdorp and De Rust areas. The Swartberg
Nature Reserve and Pass with their gravel roads
are also worth a visit. Oudtshoorn, the world’s
ostrich-feather capital, is the region’s main town.
The Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees is held in
the town annually. Some 29 km from Oudtshoorn
lie the remarkable Cango caves, a series of spectacular subterranean limestone caverns. Bearing
evidence of early San habitation, the 30-cave
wonderland boasts magniﬁcent dripstone formaTIONS !MALIENSTEIN AND :OAR ARE HISTORIC MISSION
stations midway between Ladismith and Calitzdorp. Visitors can go on donkey-cart and hiking
trails through orchards and vineyards, while the

Seweweekspoort is ideal for mountain-biking,
hiking, and protea and fynbos admirers.
Calitzdorp has four wine estates, three of which
are open to the public. The spring water of the
Calitzdorp Spa is rich in minerals and reputed to
HAVE MEDICINAL PROPERTIES 4HE 'AMKA -OUNTAIN
Reserve is home to the rare and endangered Cape
mountain zebra.
$E 2UST LIES AT THE SOUTHERN ENTRANCE TO -EIRINGSPOORT 4HE -EIRINGSPOORT 'ORGE EXTENDS  KM
THROUGH THE 3WARTBERG -OUNTAIN 2ANGE (ALF WAY
through there is a beautiful 69 m-high waterfall.
Wine farms in the area are open to the public.
Ladismith is home to the Towerkop Cheese
Factory. There are various hiking, mountain-biking
and 4x4 trails in the area, as well as the Anysberg,
Klein Karoo and Towerkop nature reserves.
Uniondale, on the main route between George
and Graaff-Reinet, features the largest waterwheel in the country, the Old Watermill. Uniondale
Poort is a scenic drive linking Uniondale with Avontuur in the Langkloof Valley.
At Vanwyksdorp, visitors can see how fynbos is
dried and packed for the export market. Donkeycart rides take visitors to Anglo-Boer/South African
War grave sites.

Central Karoo
The Central Karoo, a fascinating semi-desert area,
lies in the heart of one of the world’s most unique
and interesting arid zones.
This ancient, fossil-rich land, which is ﬁve times
the size of Great Britain, is also home to the richest
desert ﬂora in the world.
In the Central Karoo, visitors will ﬁnd the largest
variety of succulents found anywhere on Earth.
Beaufort West, the oldest town in the Central
Karoo, is often referred to as the “Oasis of the
Karoo”. The local museum displays awards presented to heart-transplant pioneer, the late Prof.
Chris Barnard, a son of this town.
A township route introduces visitors to the
Xhosa culture in the area. At the Karoo National
Park on the town’s doorstep, visitors can experience the ﬂora and game of the Karoo. A challenging 4x4 route takes them to the escarpment and
new areas of ecological discovery. The park is also
home to a variety of game, as well as the highly
endangered riverine rabbit.
-ATJIESFONTEIN A NATIONAL MONUMENT OFFERS
tourists a peek into yesteryear and the opportunity to overnight in Victorian splendour. The village
HOUSES A TRANSPORT MUSEUM AND THE -ARIE 2AWDON
-USEUM .EXT TO THE TRANSPORT MUSEUM IS A LARGE

ﬁeld on which the ﬁrst international cricket match
was played in South Africa.
Experience the vastness of the Great Karoo in
-URRAYSBURG AN ECOTOURIST AND HUNTERS PARADISE
Laingsburg, a tiny village almost totally wiped
out by ﬂoods a century after it was established, is
the best place to study the geology of the region.
Prince Albert is a well-preserved town at the foot
of the Swartberg mountains. It is the ideal place
to sample a great variety of Karoo cuisine. See
examples of local architecture dating back to the
early 1800s, and enjoy several scenic drives.
4HE &RANSIE 0IENAAR -USEUM INTRODUCES VISItors to the cultural history of the area. It has a
fossil room and an exhibit covering the gold rush
in this area in the 19th century. The museum has
a licence to distil and sell “witblits” (white lightning). Prince Albert is the closest town by road to
Gamkaskloof.
The Hell, a little valley in the heart of the Swartberg mountains, was the home of one of the
world’s most isolated communities for almost
150 years. Today, Gamkaskloof is a nature reserve
and national monument managed by Cape Nature
Conservation. It has overnight facilities and can
be accessed by a 57-km long (but two-hourdrive) winding road which starts at the peak of the
Swartberg Pass.

Cape winelands
The Cape winelands, including the former Breede
River Valley, are close to Cape Town. The Cape
winelands feature dramatic mountains, rolling
farmlands and peaceful vineyards. They are home
to Route 62, the world’s longest wine route.
Stellenbosch, the oldest town in South Africa,
is also known as the “Eikestad” (City of Oaks).
Various historical walks delight visitors. The town
is a gracious blend of old Cape Dutch, Georgian
and Victorian architecture. Dorp Street consists
of one of the longest rows of old buildings in the
COUNTRY 4HE 3TELLENBOSCH 6ILLAGE -USEUM CONSISTS
of four homesteads and gardens ranging from the
late-17th to the middle-19th centuries.
The Spier Summer Arts Festival livens up sultry
SUMMER NIGHTS FROM .OVEMBER TO -ARCH AT THE
Spier Wine Estate near Stellenbosch. The Stellenbosch Wine Route comprises over 100 wine
estates, most of which offer cellar tours.
4HE &REEDOM -ONUMENT AT 0NIEL WHICH WAS
built in 1992, commemorates the freed slaves who
were the ﬁrst settlers at the mission station, established in 1843.

SA YEARBOOK 2008/09
TOURISM

511

Franschhoek has become known as the
“Gourmet Capital” of the Cape. Originally known
as Oliphantshoek, it was renamed after the arrival
of Huguenots who were predominantly French.
4HE (UGUENOT -ONUMENT WAS BUILT IN  TO
commemorate their arrival in 1688.
Visitors can also enjoy various hiking trails and
historical walks, as well as the Vignerons de Franschhoek wine route.
Paarl lies between the second-largest granite
rock in the world and the Du Toit’s Kloof mountains. It is famous for its Cape Dutch and Victorian
architectural treasures found along a 1-km stretch
of the main street. The area’s fynbos vegetation
supports a number of south-western Cape endemics, such as the Cape sugarbird and the orangebreasted sunbird.
The Afrikaanse Taalmonument is situated on the
SLOPES OF THE 0AARL -OUNTAIN WHILE THE !FRIKAANSE
Taalmuseum is in the centre of the town.
The town of Wellington lies in a picturesque
valley, with the majestic Hawequa mountains on
its eastern border. Apart from three renowned
co-operative wineries, one can visit several prestigious wine cellars situated on historic Huguenot
FARMS WITH #APE $UTCH HOMESTEADS -ORE THAN
90% of South Africa’s vine-cutting nurseries are
found in Wellington. The town is also the home of
South Africa’s dried-fruit industry.
Experience life as the pioneers lived in years
GONE BY AT THE +LEINPLASIE ,IVING /PEN !IR -USEUM
The KWV Brandy Cellar, the largest of its kind in the
world, offers cellar tours and brandy tastings.
Tulbagh is famous for its heritage, historical homesteads and magniﬁcent country living.
Church Street, home to 32 national monuments,
constitutes the largest concentration of national
monuments in one street in South Africa.
Ceres, named after the Roman goddess of fruitfulness, is the largest deciduous fruit-producing
region in South Africa. Tours are offered at various
fruit farms. The area also offers several 4x4 trails,
horse-riding, mountain-biking and abseiling.
The Hex River Valley is the largest producer of
table grapes in southern Africa. Visitors can pick
their own grapes at harvest time and can sample
the variety of export-quality produce.
The well-known Hex River 4x4 trail and the
Ochre San rock art trails are a must for nature
lovers. De Doorns is situated in the heart of the
Hex River Valley. Situated on the Breede River,
Bonnievale features several cheese factories.
For the adventurous outdoor enthusiast there are
canoe trips, birdwatching and riverboating.
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Known as “The Valley of Wine and Roses”,
Robertson is one of the most beautiful areas in
South Africa. Surrounded by vineyards, orchards,
delectable fruit and radiant roses, Robertson
produces connoisseur-quality wines and is also
known for its thoroughbred horses.
2ENOWNED FOR ITS MUSCADEL WINES -ONTAGU IS
the gateway to the Klein Karoo and set in a fertile
valley. Relax in the healing waters of the Avalon
SPRINGS OR VISIT THE -ONTAGU -USEUM WHICH
houses, among other things, original cartoons and
books by TO Honiball.
The area also offers several hiking trails, gameviewing drives, guided cultural tours and excellent
rock climbs.
The picturesque village of Gouda is renowned
for the Parrotts Den Pub, a living museum in the
Gouda Hotel.
-C'REGOR HAS A WEALTH OF FASCINATING WHITEwashed, thatched cottages and well-preserved
Victorian houses, making it one of the bestpreserved examples of mid-19th century architecture in the Western Cape.
Prince Alfred Hamlet is the gateway to the Gydo
Pass, known for its scenic views. This quaint village
lies in an important deciduous-fruit farming area.
Hidden amidst vineyards and wine estates lies
the picturesque town of Rawsonville, renowned
for its array of award-winning wines. Tourists can
enjoy an afternoon drive along the awe-inspiring Slanghoek Valley, with its lush vineyards and
breathtaking views, or relax in the warm-water
mineral springs at Goudini Spa.

West Coast
The West Coast is a region of extreme beauty
and contrast. The solitary coast’s scenic beauty
is challenged only by rich culinary experiences of
mussels, oysters, calamari, crayﬁsh and abalone
in season, or lineﬁsh pulled from the Benguela
current’s cold waters. The area is a birdwatcher’s
paradise. In addition, every year migrating whales
visit the coastal waters from July.
Within two months of the ﬁrst good winter
rains, wild ﬂowers on the West Coast explode in
a brilliant array of colour. The Swartland region is
known for its undulating wheat ﬁelds, vineyards,
wineries and outdoor activities. Further north, visitors encounter the fertile Olifants River Valley and
the vast plains of the Knersvlakte with their wealth
of indigenous succulent plants.
The town of Darling draws visitors to its country
museum and art gallery, annual wild ﬂower and
orchid shows, basket factory and wine cellars. The

entertainment venue Evita se Perron is situated
at the old Darling Railway Station and offers top
entertainment from South African entertainers.
-ALMESBURY IS THE BIGGEST TOWN IN THE 3WARTLAND -AJOR ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE THE -ALMESBURY
-USEUM AND THE HISTORICAL WALK ABOUT
The Riebeek Valley is known for its scenic
beauty. The area has become a popular haven for
well-known artists of various disciplines. Wines
and olives can be tasted at various cellars.
Elands Bay is a popular holiday resort and surfer’s paradise. Khoi and San rock art can be viewed
at the Elands Bay caves.
-OORREESBURG AND +ORINGBERG ARE MAJOR
wheat-distributing towns. Tourists can visit the
7HEAT )NDUSTRY -USEUM ONE OF ONLY THREE IN THE
world. Birdwatching, hiking, 4x4 routes, clay-pigeon shooting, mountain-bike trails, canoeing and
WATERSKIING AT -ISVERSTAND ARE POPULAR ACTIVITIES
Yzerfontein is famous for its unspoilt beaches,
fynbos, beautiful views and whale-watching.
Another major attraction is the historical lime
furnaces.
Langebaan is a popular holiday destination.
The West Coast National Park, an internationally renowned wetland that houses about 60 000
waterbirds and waders, attracts thousands of visitors each year. The park is also the site where the
oldest anatomically modern fossilised human footprints were discovered.
The Langebaan Lagoon forms part of the park
and is zoned for speciﬁc activities. The Postberg
section of the park, across the lagoon, is famous
for its wild ﬂowers that bloom mainly during
August and September.
Cape Columbine at Paternoster is the last
manned lighthouse on the South African coast.
The Columbine Nature Reserve is home to many
seabird species.
Saldanha is a watersport enthusiast’s paradise.
Its attractions include Doc’s Cave, a landmark on
the scenic breakwater drive, and the Hoedjieskoppie Nature Reserve. There are various hiking trails
in the SAS Saldanha Nature Reserve.
St Helena Bay is best known for the Vasco Da
'AMA -ONUMENT AND -USEUM &ISHING SNOEK
in season), hiking, and whale- and birdwatching
opportunities also draw many visitors.
Vredenburg, the business centre of the area,
has a popular golf course with a bird hide where
various species can be viewed.
Lambert’s Bay is a traditional ﬁshing village, with
Bird Island as a tourist attraction. It is a breeding
ground for African penguins, the Cape cormorant

and other sea birds. Visitors can also watch southern right whales here from July to November.
Piketberg offers arts and crafts, fauna and ﬂora,
wine culture and recreation. The Goedverwacht
AND 7ITTEWATER -ORAVIAN MISSION STATIONS ARE
close to the town.
Porterville is famous for its Disa Route (best
in January and February). The Groot Winterhoek
-OUNTAIN 0EAK IN THE 'ROOT 7INTERHOEK 7ILDERNESS
Area is the second-highest in the Western Cape.
The Dasklip Pass is popular with hang-gliders.
At Velddrif/Laaiplek, visitors can indulge in
bokkems (a West Coast salted-ﬁsh delicacy) at
factories along the Berg River. Tourists can also
visit the salt-processing factory and the West
Coast Art Gallery in town.
The citrus area in the Olifants River Valley is the
third-largest in South Africa. The wine route from
Citrusdal to Lutzville produces a selection of internationally acclaimed wines. The world-renowned
rooibos tea is also produced here.
Citrusdal is famous for its citrus products and
WINES 4HE #ITRUSDAL -USEUM DEPICTS THE PIONEERing days of the early colonists. The Goede Hoop
Citrus Co-op is the largest single packing facility
in South Africa. The annual Citrusdal Outdoor Calabash features, among other things, 4x4 outings,
lectures and visits to rock-art sites, and an arts
and crafts market.
The oldest orange tree in the country, calculated to be more than 250 years old, grows in the
Citrusdal Valley. The Sandveldhuisie is a recently
built example of a typical Sandveld dwelling. There
are several recognised mountain-biking, walking,
hiking and canoeing trails and a sky-diving club.
Annually, scores of sky-diving enthusiasts
visit Citrusdal for a skydiving “boogie” that lasts
several days.
The Cederberg Wilderness Area features the
elephant’s foot plant, the rare snow protea, and
some of the best examples of San rock art in the
Western Cape.
Visitors to Clanwilliam can visit the rooibos and
velskoen factories and the grave of the well-known
South African poet Louis Leipoldt. Various historical buildings can also be viewed. The Clanwilliam
and Bulshoek dams are popular among watersport
enthusiasts.
Wuppertal, at the foot of the Cederberg mounTAINS FEATURES THE OLDEST 2HENISH -ISSION 3TATION
Proceeds from 4x4 trails in the area fund the creation of new hiking trails and the building of more
overnight huts and guest houses.
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Vredendal is the centre of the Lower Olifants
2IVER 6ALLEY -AJOR ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE MARBLE
processing and manufacturing, industrial mines
(dolomite and limestone), the KWV Grape Juice
Concentrate Plant and Distillery, and the South
African Dried Fruit Co-op. The town is also home
to the Vredendal Wine Cellar, the largest co-operative wine cellar under one roof in the southern
hemisphere.
The picturesque town of Doringbaai (Doring
Bay) with its attractive lighthouse is well-known
for its seafood.
Strandfontein, about 8 km north of Doring Bay,
is essentially a holiday and retirement resort with
a breathtaking view of the ocean.
Klawer was named after the wild clover growing
in the area. During the ﬂower season, the area is
a kaleidoscope of colour. There are hiking trails as
well as river-rafting along the Doring River.
Lutzville and Koekenaap are synonymous with
wine and ﬂowers in season.
Visitors can also view the Sishen-Saldanha
Railway Bridge. Where the railway line spans the
Olifants River, it is divided into 23 sections, each
45 m long. The 14 100-ton deck was pushed into
position over teﬂon sheets with hydraulic jacks
from the bridgehead. It is the longest bridge in the
world built using this method.
Vanrhynsdorp houses the largest succulent
NURSERY IN 3OUTH !FRICA 4HE ,ATSKY 2ADIO -USEUM
houses a collection of old valve radios, some
dating back to 1924. Birdwatching, mountain-biking, day walks, and hiking and 4x4 trails abound.
The Troe-Troe and Rietpoort mission stations are a
must-see for historians.

Overberg
In the most southerly region of Africa, just over an
hour’s drive east of Cape Town, lies a fertile area
surrounded by mountains and sea, called the
Overberg.
The Hangklip-Kleinmond area comprises
Kleinmond, Betty’s Bay, Pringle Bay and Rooiels. It
is a popular holiday region, ideal for whale-watching, and includes the Kleinmond Coastal Nature
Reserve and the Harold Porter Botanical Garden.
The Penguin Reserve at Stoney Point, Betty’s
Bay, is one of two breeding colonies of the jackass
penguin on the African continent.
South Africa’s ﬁrst international biosphere
reserve, the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve, was
proclaimed by the UN Educational, Scientiﬁc and
Cultural Organisation in 1999. It runs along the
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coast from Gordon’s Bay to the Bot River Vlei,
stretching 2 km out to sea, and inland to the
Groenlandberg mountains near Grabouw.
Hermanus is a popular holiday resort, famous
for the best land-based whale-watching in the
world.
Stanford is one of the few villages in South Africa
where the market square has been retained. The
central core of the village has been proclaimed a
national conservation area. Award-winning wines
are produced in the area (they have received Raka
DOUBLE GOLD VERITAS AND -ICHELANGELO AWARDS FOR
several of their wines).
Gansbaai is known for its excellent rock and
boat angling, diving, shark-cage diving and whalewatching. The Danger Point Lighthouse, named as
such because of the ships that have been wrecked
and lives that have been lost on this dangerous
coast, is open to the public.
De Kelders is the only freshwater cave on the
African coast. Spectacular views of southern
right whales can be enjoyed from the cliffs at De
Kelders and along the coast to Pearly Beach. Also
popular are white-shark tours, diving safaris and
ﬁshing trips.
Elim was founded by German missionaries in
1824, with its only inhabitants being members
OF THE -ORAVIAN #HURCH 6ISITORS ARE WELCOME TO
attend services. The Old Watermill (1833) has been
restored and declared a national monument.
0OPULAR SITES IN .APIER INCLUDE THE -ILITARIA
-USEUM AND 2OSE "OATS AND 4OY -USEUM 4HE
3HIPWRECK -USEUM IN "REDASDORP FOUNDED IN
1975, specialises in shipwrecks found along the
South African coastline. The town also boasts the
Audrey Blignault museum.
$E -OND .ATURE 2ESERVE IS HOME TO SOME RARE
bird species, including the damara tern and giant
tern.
The Geelkop Nature Reserve derives its name
from the mass of yellow ﬂowering plants that
cover the hill during spring.
The lighthouse at L’Agulhas, which forms part of
the Agulhas National Park, is the country’s secondoldest working lighthouse. It celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 1999.
The Agulhas National Park, home to a rich and
diverse plant population, boasts more than 110
Red Data Book species. Among these are the
endangered Cape platanna and microfrog, and
rare coastal birds such as the African oystercatcher. The damara tern ﬁnds the area ideal for
breeding.

At Cape Agulhas, the southernmost tip of the
continent, the waters are cleaved into the Indian
and Atlantic oceans. The wrecks of some 130
seafaring craft – yachts, Spanish galleons, Dutch
East Indiamen, the legendary Birkenhead, even
modern-day ﬁshing trawlers – have found a watery
grave around the notorious Cape of Storms.
Struisbaai has the longest white coastline in the
southern hemisphere.
Arniston was named Waenhuiskrans (coachhouse cliff) by the local ﬁshers in honour of the
huge sea cave capable of housing several oxwagons. For outsiders, it was named after the
Arniston, a ship wrecked there in 1815. The Waenhuiskrans Cave can be explored at low tide.
The De Hoop Nature Reserve on the way to
Swellendam includes an internationally renowned
wetland and bird sanctuary. It is a winter retreat for
the southern right whale and the Western Cape’s
only Cape griffen vulture colony.
The red Bredasdorp lily and many species of
protea and erica are found in the Heuningberg
Nature Reserve.
Swellendam is well known for its youngberries and eclectic architecture. The Drostdy
-USEUM CONSISTS OF A GROUP OF BUILDINGS CONTAINing a huge selection of period furniture. The Bontebok National Park, about 7 km from Swellendam,
provides sanctuary to the threatened bontebok
and other species.
Known for its world-class wine, Barrydale offers
the visitor fruit and fresh air in abundance.
Situated on the N2, about 160 km from Cape
Town, Riviersonderend offers beautiful mountain
and river scenery, a nine-hole golf course and
sightings of the blue crane.
Caledon is famous for its natural mineral waters,
hot springs and wild-ﬂower shows. Southern AssoCIATED -ALTSTERS IS THE ONLY MALT PRODUCER FOR THE
South African lager beer industry and the largest in
the southern hemisphere.
'ENADENDAL IS THE OLDEST -ORAVIAN VILLAGE IN
Africa, with church buildings and a school dating
BACK TO  4HE 'ENADENDAL -ISSION AND
-USEUM #OMPLEX DOCUMENTS THE lRST MISSION
station in South Africa.
The Theewaterskloof Dam outside Villiersdorp
is the seventh-largest dam in the country. The
Villiersdorp Wild Flower Garden and Nature
Reserve has an indigenous herb garden and a
reference library.
The Grabouw/Elgin district produces about 60%
of South Africa’s total apple exports and ﬁne wines.
The valley is also renowned for cultivating fresh

chrysanthemums, roses and proteas. The Elgin
!PPLE -USEUM IS ONE OF ONLY TWO IN THE WORLD 3IR
Lowry’s Pass offers spectacular views of False Bay
from Gordon’s Bay to Cape Point.

Northern Cape
Characterised by its vast expanses of space and
silence, blazing summer sunshine and interesting
and friendly people, the Northern Cape is a province rich with culture.

Diamond ﬁelds
The Big Hole in Kimberley is the largest handdug excavation in the world. In 1871, diamonds
were discovered at the site and mined manually
by prospectors. The Kimberley Tram Service dates
from the beginning of the 20th century and still
transports passengers from the City Hall to the
-INE -USEUM
Underground mine tours are a big attraction, as are the famous ghost tours, during which
many historical buildings are seen from a different perspective. Hand and mechanical diamonddigging by private diggers can be viewed by
appointment.
4HE -C'REGOR -USEUM HOUSES INVALUABLE COL
lections of the archaeological ﬁnds in the area, as
well as San art works. The house where Sol Plaatje
(African National Congress founding member and
human-rights activist) lived in Kimberley, boasts a
library of Plaatje’s and other black South African
writers’ works, and several displays, including a
portrayal of black involvement in the Anglo-Boer/
South African War.
4HE 0ATERSON -USEUM NEAR THE +IMBERLEY !IRPORT
houses a replica of a Paterson biplane, which was
used for pilot training by the ﬂying school operated
by the Paterson Aviation Syndicate at Alexandersfontein. A township tour of Galeshewe provides a
fresh perspective on South Africa’s socio-historical realities. Pan African Congress founder Robert
Sobukwe’s house is situated there.
4HE -AGERSFONTEIN "ATTLElELD OUTSIDE +IMBERley, with its original trenches and other defences
intact, is the site of the Boers’ crushing defeat of
the British during the Siege of Kimberley. A cultural
centre at Wildebeestkuil outside Kimberley features
!Xun and Khwe artwork for sale and a tour of rock
engravings by these indigenous people.
A short distance from Kimberley is the mining
town Barkley West, which, owing to its proximity to
the Vaal River, is a favourite spot for many watersport enthusiasts and anglers.
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Tucked along the Vaal River near Barkley West
lies the Vaalbos National Park. The park is not only
home to large raptors, but is also a breeding centre
for endangered African herbivores such as rhino,
roan and sable antelope and disease-free buffalo.

Kalahari
At Black Rock, visitors have the opportunity to view
a worked-out manganese mine.
Danielskuil lies at the foot of the Kuruman hills.
The Tswana people occupied the area before it
became home to the Griquas. Boesmansgat, on
THE FARM -OUNT #ARMEL OUTSIDE $ANIELSKUIL IS A
unique natural sinkhole – the second-deepest and
largest of its kind in the world.
Known as the “Oasis of the Kalahari”, Kuruman
is blessed with a permanent and abundant source
of water that ﬂows from Gasegonyana (Tswana for
“the little water calabash”) – commonly called the
“Eye of Kuruman”.
-OFFATS -ISSION IN +URUMAN IS A TRANQUIL PLACE
FEATURING THE HOUSE OF MISSIONARY 2OBERT -OFFAT
the church he built, and several other buildings.
-OFFAT TRANSLATED THE "IBLE INTO 3ETSWANA n THE
ﬁrst African language in which the Bible was made
accessible.
The printing press on which he printed the ﬁrst
2 000 copies can still be viewed. The church he
built seats 800 people and is still in use. David
,IVINGSTONE MARRIED -OFFATS DAUGHTER AND STARTED
many famous travels from this mission station.
The Wonderwerk Cave at Kuruman features
extensive San paintings that may be viewed by
appointment.
The Kalahari Raptor Centre cares for injured
BIRDS -ANY OF THESE MAJESTIC CREATURES CAN BE SEEN
at close quarters. Another marvel is the Witsand
Nature Reserve, situated about 80 km south-west
of Postmasburg, which features a 100-m high
dune of brilliant white sand. It stretches for about
9 km and is about 2 km wide.

Green Kalahari
The roaring sands on the farm Doornaar near
Groblershoop are an interesting site. The white
dunes, surrounded by typically red Kalahari dunes,
are said to “roar” when the wind blows.
Eleven waterwheels are still used today along
the hand-built irrigation canals at Kakamas. The
Orange River Wine Cellar Co-op Rockery Route
runs between Keimoes and Kakamas.
Kanoneiland is a settlement on the biggest
island in the Orange River.
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At Keimoes, the Orange River ﬂows at its widest.
The Tierberg Nature Reserve offers spectacular
views of the Keimoes Valley and the many islands
in the Orange River. The original irrigation canal
system is still in use. The Orange River Wine Cellar
Co-op’s largest cellar is situated here.
Kenhardt is the oldest town in the Lower Orange
River area. The Quiver Tree Forest and Kokerboom
Hiking Trail, consisting of between 4 000 and
5 000 quiver trees, are within easy driving distance
of the town. Upington is the commercial, educational and social centre of the Green Kalahari,
owing its prosperity to agriculture and its irrigated
lands along the Orange River. A camel-and-rider
statue in front of the town’s police station pays
tribute to the “mounties”, who patrolled the harsh
desert territory on camels.
The South African Dried Fruit Co-operative is the
second-largest and one of the most modern of its
kind in the world. Tours of the plant are offered and
freshly packed dried fruit is sold.
The Orange River displays its impressive power
at the Augrabies Falls, also known as the “Place of
Great Noise”, in the Augrabies Falls National Park.
Visitors can hire canoes to ensure closer contact
with the natural heritage surrounding the world’s
sixth-largest waterfall.
The Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park comprises
38 000 m2 of land, making it one of the largest
conservation areas in the world. Straddling the
Green Kalahari and Botswana, the park is a twomillion-ha sanctuary for various raptors, antelope,
gemsbok, springbok, blue wildebeest, red hartebeest, eland, Kalahari lion, black-maned lion,
brown and spotted hyena, leopard, cheetah, and
smaller game, including mongoose, porcupine and
the endangered honey badger.
The names of various landmarks within the park
reﬂect its long history as a crossroads of many
CULTURES WHICH HAVE INCLUDED THE 3AN THE -IER
the Huguenots and the Scottish at various times.
The park is an important element of the ﬁrst
phase of the Transfrontier Conservation Area 2010
Strategy, which is a priority of the SADC.

Namaqualand
The indigenous people of the Namaqualand region
are the Namas. Their traditional Nama reed huts still
abound in Leliefontein, Nourivier and Steinkopf.
Namaqualand is famous for a spectacular
annual show in spring when an abundance of wild
ﬂowers covers vast tracts of desert. The ﬂowers
sprout and survive for a brief period before they

wilt and disappear in the blistering heat and dry
conditions just as suddenly as they had appeared.
The small town of Garies is the centre for those
setting out to enjoy spring’s show of exuberance in
the Kamiesberg.
After diamonds were discovered along the West
Coast in 1925, Alexander Bay was known for its
mining activities. The town is no longer a highsecurity area and no permits are needed to enter.
4HE !LEXKOR -USEUM PAINTS A PICTURE OF THE HISTORY
of the area. The town also features the world’s
largest desert lichenﬁeld, which has some 26
species.
At Hondeklip Bay, visitors can dive for crayﬁsh
and watch the local ﬁsherfolk conduct their trade.
Established as a small-vessel harbour and
railway junction in 1954 for the copper-mining
industry, Port Nolloth is a centre for the smallscale diamond-recovery and crayﬁsh industries. It
is the only holiday resort on the Diamond Coast.
The local factory sells ﬁsh and crayﬁsh in season.
Set in a narrow valley bisecting the granite
domes of the Klein Koperberge lies Springbok.
South of Springbok, near Kamieskroon, lies the
Skilpad Wild Flower Reserve, part of the Namaqua
National Park, which captures the full grandeur of
the ﬂower season. The 1 000-ha reserve operates
only during the ﬂower season.
The Goegap Nature Reserve comprises
15 004 ha of typically granite, rocky hills and sandy
ﬂats. The reserve also offers a 4x4, and several
hiking and mountain-biking trails.
Namaqualand is also home to the Ais-Ais/Richtersveld National Park. It is managed jointly by
the local Nama people and South African National
Parks.

Upper Karoo (Bo-Karoo)
Flanked by the Towerberg, Colesberg is one of the
Northern Cape’s most beautiful towns.
The town features one of the country’s last
working horsemills. An Anglo-Boer/South African
War tour is also on offer. A weekend tour includes
a visit to the Norvalspont prisoner-of-war camp
and cemetery. Colesberg has bred many of the
country’s top merino sheep. It is also renowned for
producing high-quality racehorses.
De Aar is the most important railway junction
in South Africa. The author Olive Schreiner lived
in the town for many years. Visitors can dine in
her former house, which has been converted into
a restaurant.
Hanover is known for its handmade shoes and
articles made mostly from sheepskin and leather.

The “Star of South Africa” diamond was discovered at Hopetown. The town, which is steeped in
history, also features an old toll house and a block
house dating from the Anglo-Boer/South African
War.
At Wonderdraai near Prieska, visitors can see
the horseshoe-shaped island formed by the ﬂow
of the Orange River. It seems as if the river turns
to ﬂow uphill.
Vanderkloof was built to house the people building the Vanderkloof Dam. Today, it is a ﬂourishing holiday resort. Visitors can enjoy waterskiing,
boardsailing, boating and swimming, or visit the
Eskom Hydroelectric Power Station situated within
the dam’s wall.
Victoria West is home to the Apollo Theatre,
South Africa’s last operational art deco movie
theatre from the 1950s. The theatre comes alive
each September with the Apollo Film Festival. The
rare riverine rabbit is found in the Victoria West
Nature Reserve.

Hantam Karoo
Near the small town of Brandvlei lies VerneukPAN WHERE 3IR -ALCOLM #AMPBELL UNSUCCESSFULLY
attempted to break the world land-speed record
in 1929. Carnarvon is well known for its corbelled
dome-roofed houses built of ﬂat stones because
of a lack of wood.
The ﬂoors of these interesting houses were
smeared and coloured with a rich red mixture of
fat and oxblood and polished with smooth stone.
A few kilometres outside Fraserburg lies the
Gansfontein Palaeosurface.
Discovered in 1968, it comprises several trackways of large, four-footed and ﬁve-toed mammalian reptiles. The prints are estimated to be some
190 million years old.
Sutherland, birthplace of well-known Afrikaans
author and poet NP van Wyk Louw, is known for its
brilliant night skies and cold, biting winters.
The sterboom (star tree), which blossoms in
September, is found only in Sutherland.
The South African Astronomical Observatory’s (Saao) observation telescopes, including the
Southern African Large Telescope (Salt), are in
Sutherland.
&ROM -ONDAY TO 3ATURDAY THE 3AAO OFFERS TWO
guided tours a day and two night tours a week.
Day tours entail a guided walk through the visitors’ centre adjacent to the telescope sites on the
mountainside and a guided tour of selected telescopes, including the Salt.
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During night tours, visitors’ can view interesting
objects in the sky through two dedicated visitors’
telescopes. Booking is essential.

Free State
The Free State lies in the heart of South Africa,
with the Kingdom of Lesotho nestling in the hollow
of its bean-like shape.
Between the Vaal River in the north and the
Orange River in the south, this immense rolling
prairie stretches as far as the eye can see.
This central region is characterised by endless
rolling ﬁelds of wheat, sunﬂower and maize, and
forms the principal bread basket of South Africa.

Motheo
With its King’s Park Rose Garden, containing more
than 4 000 rose bushes, the Free State’s major city,
Bloemfontein, has rightfully earned the nickname
“City of Roses”. The city also hosts an annual rose
festival.
The Eerste Raadsaal (First Parliament Building),
built in 1849 as a school, is Bloemfontein’s oldest
surviving building. Still in its original condition, this
historical building is used as the seat of the Provincial Legislature.
4HE .ATIONAL !FRIKAANS ,ITERARY -USEUM AND
Research Centre has a repository of works by
prominent Afrikaans authors. Exhibits in the AfriKAANS -USIC -USEUM AND THE 4HEATRE -USEUM
(part of the centre) include old musical instruments, sheet music, costumes, photographs and
furniture.
The national museum is notable for its wide
collection of fossils, cultural-historical exhibits
and archaeological displays, including the Florisbad skull, which was discovered in the 1930s at
the Florisbad Spring, about 50 km north of Bloemfontein.
4HE .ATIONAL 7OMENS -EMORIAL IS A SANDSTONE
obelisk, 36,5-m high, which commemorates the
women and children who died in concentration
camps during the Anglo-Boer/South African War
from 1899 to 1902. Visitors get a glimpse of life
in the concentration and prisoner-of-war camps.
The research library contains an extensive collection of Africana.
The Old Presidency dates back to 1885 and
was the ofﬁcial residence of three presidents of
the former Republic of the Orange Free State. It
houses a museum depicting their respective terms
of ofﬁce, and a cultural centre for art exhibitions,
theatrical productions and musical events.
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The Observatory Theatre in Bloemfontein’s
game reserve is a unique attraction.
Bloemfontein has a busy cultural and socialevents calendar. One of the annual events not to
BE MISSED IS THE -ANGAUNG !FRICAN #ULTURAL &ESTIVAL POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE -ACUFE !RTS &ESTIVAL
in September.
The Sand du Plessis Theatre and Art Gallery at
Oliewenhuis are also worth visiting.
Botshabelo (Place of Refuge), 45 km from
Bloemfontein on the N8 road to Lesotho, is
believed to be the largest township settlement in
the Free State – and the second-largest in South
Africa after Soweto.
Nearby, the town of Thaba Nchu features luxury
HOTELS AND A CASINO WITH THE -ARIA -OROKA .ATURE
Reserve surrounding Thaba Nchu Sun and the
Setlogelo Dam.

Xhariep
"ETHULIE USED TO BE A ,ONDON -ISSIONARY 3OCIETY
station. The original mission buildings still stand.
4HE 0ELLISSIER (OUSE -USEUM DEPICTS THE HISTORY
of events in the area.
The Gariep Dam, more than 100-km long and
15-km wide, is part of the Orange River Water
Scheme, the largest inland expanse of water in
South Africa.
Between the dam and Bethulie is the Gariep
Dam Nature Reserve. On the southern side of the
dam lies the Oviston Nature Reserve.
Philippolis, the oldest town in the Free State,
WAS FOUNDED AS A ,ONDON -ISSIONARY 3OCIETY
station in 1824. It was the ﬁrst mission station in
the province.
4ROMPSBURG IS THE HUB OF THE &REE 3TATE -ERINO
sheep-farming industry.
The Tussen-die-Riviere Nature Reserve reputedly supports more game than any other sanctuary in the Free State and receives hunters in
autumn and winter.
A fountain near Kofﬁefontein was a favourite
outspan for transport riders in the 19th century.
In June 1870, one of these transport riders picked
up a diamond near the fountain. This prompted a
rush, and by 1882 Kofﬁefontein was a booming
town with four mining companies.

Thabo Mofutsanyana
With its beautiful snow-capped mountains providing a backdrop to numerous romantic hideaways,
this untouched, pristine area with its breathtaking
scenery possesses grandeur of majestic proportion.

The Basotho Cultural Village in the QwaQwa
Nature Reserve is a living museum where visitors can witness the Sotho traditions and lifestyle
in the chief’s kraal.
Clocolan is known for its cherry trees, which
provide a spectacular sight when they blossom
in spring. San rock paintings and engravings are
also found in the area.
Clarens is often described as the “Jewel of the
Free State”, owing to its spectacular scenery. San
paintings are found on farms in the area.
Close by, the Highlands Route meanders along
THE FOOTHILLS OF THE -ALUTI MOUNTAINS /NE CAN
also explore the magniﬁcent mountain scenery
by bike. The town offers art excursions and painting getaways and has 14 art galleries.
Ficksburg is known for its cherry and asparagus farms. Every November a cherry festival is
HELD THERE 4HE TOWN IS A GATEWAY TO THE -OUNTAIN
Kingdom of Lesotho.
The Golden Gate Highlands National Park,
known for its beautiful scenery, is a very popular
holiday destination. A vulture restaurant allows
visitors to observe these scavengers closely. San
paintings can also be viewed.
The Highlands Route follows the Lesotho
BORDER VIA ,ADYBRAND AND ENDS AT :ASTRON IN THE
south. San caves and rock art are some of the
main features of the route.
The birdwatching mecca of Seekoeivlei Nature
2ESERVE NEAR -EMEL CONSTITUTES A WETLAND WITH
Ramsar status, and is surrounded by private
game and holiday farms.
Ramsar sites are wetlands of internatoinal
importance designated under the Ramsar
Convention.

Lejweleputswa region
Bethlehem lies on the banks of the Jordaan River
and was founded by the Voortrekkers during the
1840s.
4HE MUSEUM IN -ILLER 3TREET DEPICTS THE HISTORY
of the area. The banks of the Jordaan River form
part of the Pretoriuskloof Nature Reserve – a
sanctuary for birds and small game.
Van Reenen’s Pass winds through the Drakensberg, and was originally used by migrating herds
of zebra, hartebeest, blesbok and wildebeest.
The Llandaff Oratory in the nearby village of Van
Reenen is believed to be the smallest Roman
Catholic Church in the world.
At Harrismith, there are various memorials in
honour of those who fought in the Anglo-Boer/
South African War and World War I. Of particular

interest is a memorial for the Scots Guards and
Grenadier Guards.
Platberg, the 2 394-m “ﬂat mountain”, is the
town’s landmark. A well-known race, claimed
by some to be the toughest in the country, is run
annually up, along and back down the mountain.
Sterkfontein Dam is ideal for water sports and
ﬁshing.
4HE 2IEMLAND -USEUM IN (EILBRON DEPICTS THE
heritage and agricultural activities of the region.
The QwaQwa district is a traditional home to
the Basotho people. Karakul carpets, mohair, wall
hangings, copper, glassware and brass are made
AND SOLD AT 0HUTHADITJHABA 4HE NEARBY -ETSI
-ATSHO AND &IKA 0ATSO DAMS ARE RENOWNED FOR
trout-ﬁshing.
Welkom is known for its gold mines. It is also
the only city in the country where trafﬁc circles
are used instead of trafﬁc lights.
The world’s deepest wine cellar is at the
3T (ELENA -INE WHICH IS  M BELOW THE %ARTHS
surface.
Bothaville is regarded as the centre of the Free
3TATE -AIZE 2OUTE 4HE .AMPO (ARVEST &ARM AND
Festival attracts more than 20 000 visitors each
year and is the second-largest private agricultural show in the world. Bothaville also hosts the
annual Food and Witblits Festival, drawing visitors
from all over South Africa.
Winburg is the oldest town and ﬁrst capital
of the former Republic of the Orange Free State.
4HE 6OORTREKKER -USEUM USING LIFE SIZE MODELS
depicts the daily routine of the trekkers. A concentration camp cemetery is situated close by.
Sasolburg originated in 1954 with the establishment of Sasol, the synthetic fuel producer.
Parys, which is situated on the banks of the
Vaal River, is a popular holiday destination.
The nearby Vredefort Dome World Heritage Site
was caused by the collision of a meteorite with
the Earth many years ago.
It features unique fauna and ﬂora, including
100 different plant species, more than 300 types
of birds and a variety of small mammals. Various
hiking and mountain-bike trails are also on offer.

Eastern Cape
The main feature of the Eastern Cape is its
JRR Tolkien, author of The Lord of the Rings,
the epic fantasy novel that was made into a
trilogy of successful ﬁlms, was born in the Free
State capital of Bloemfontein on 3 January
1892.
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magniﬁcent coastline. With its wide open sandy
beaches, secluded lagoons and towering cliffs,
the Indian Ocean coastline provides the province
with a rich natural tourist attraction, which is also
a paradise for watersport enthusiasts.
Added to the diverse coastal experiences are
more than 60 state-owned game reserves and
more than 30 private game farms, which collectively cover an area greater than the Kruger
National Park.

Amatola mountain region
The Amatola mountains are famous for their
scenery and history, and stretch from Adelaide
in the east to Stutterheim in the west. With its
lush forests and ancient battleﬁelds, it is an area
steeped in Xhosa culture and early settler history.
The dense forests of the Amatolas are a haven
for the endangered Cape parrot, and were also
home to the ﬁrst dinosaur to be identiﬁed in South
!FRICA THE "LINKWATER -ONSTER A LARGE FOSSILISED
reptile discovered near Fort Beaufort.
Outdoor enthusiasts enjoy Cathcart, where
trout-ﬁshing, hiking, riding and birdwatching are
among the attractions. The Amatole Hiking Trail
is a well-known scenic, but strenuous, trail. The
coastal city of Port Elizabeth, which has earned the
name “Friendly City”, is a superb holiday destination offering a diverse mix of eco-attractions. The
Isuzu National Sailing Week is held annually in
April in the waters of Algoa Bay.
4HE 2ED ,OCATION -USEUM OF THE 0EOPLES 3TRUGgle in New Brighton – winner of three international
awards – was designed to be both a monument to
South Africa’s struggle against apartheid and an
integral part of community life in a township that
acted as a crucible for the struggle.
The city boasts various scuba-diving sites. Visitors can also visit Bay World with its oceanarium
and snake park, and many splendid museums.
Other attractions include the Greater Addo Elephant
National Park and game reserves; the traditional
healing village, Kaya Lendaba; birdwatching; air
tours; canoeing; various mountain-bike and horseriding trails; and organised outdoor excursions.
Within the city there are some beautiful parks
with well-landscaped gardens, including the
St George’s Park, which covers 73 ha and houses
the famous Port Elizabeth Cricket Club, the oldest
bowling green in South Africa; Prince Alfred’s Guard
-EMORIAL THE  6ICTORIAN 0EARSON #ONSERVAtory; and the 54-ha Settlers’ Park.

Tourists can also explore the Donkin Heritage
Trail, take a ride on the famous Apple Express, and
hike along the site of ancient shipwrecks on the
Sacramento Trail. At King William’s Town, tourists
CAN VISIT THE !MATHOLE -ISSIONARY -USEUM 4HE
grave of Black Consciousness activist, Steve Biko,
is also in the town.

Wild Coast
Since Portuguese mariners ﬁrst pioneered the sea
route around the Cape to India, this notorious coast
has claimed countless ships.
Southern right and humpback whales and
their calves are regularly spotted from the high
DUNES USUALLY BETWEEN -AY AND .OVEMBER WHILE
common and bottlenose dolphins are often seen
close to shore.
The entire region, once known as the “Transkei
homeland”, is the home of a major section of the
Xhosa-speaking southern Nguni (or Pondo) tribes.
Brightly coloured examples of their beadwork,
together with traditional pottery and basketry, can
be bought from roadside vendors and at some
trading posts.
Visitors to the rural village of Qunu can view the
CHILDHOOD HOME OF FORMER 0RESIDENT -ANDELA )N
THE CITY OF -THATHA THE .ELSON -ANDELA -USEUM
tells the story of this great ﬁgure. The museum
is a collection of heritage sectors spread across
THREE LOCATIONS 1UNU -VESO AND -THATHA !
DISPLAY REmECTING THE LIFE AND TIMES OF -ANDELA
can be found at the Bhunga Building section of
THE .ELSON -ANDELA -USEUM IN -HATHA -ANDELA
has received thousands of gifts from presidents,
groups and ordinary people. Accepted on behalf of
the people of South Africa, they are in safekeeping
at the museum for the beneﬁt and appreciation of
the nation. Artefacts range from children’s letters
to bejewelled camel covers.
The alignment of the N2 national route along the
Wild Coast will help open up investment opportunities in this area.
Coffee Bay is popular among surfers, anglers
and shell collectors.
To the south is the prominent rock formation,
the Hole-in-the-Wall. The local Xhosa call this
place Izi Khaleni (Place of Thunder). During high
tide, the waves move through the hole in such a
way that the concussion can be heard throughout
the valley.

Karoo
The vast plains of the Karoo have an air of grandeur,
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and its many picturesque towns are steeped in
history.
The Owl House in Nieu Bethesda displays the
CREATIVE TALENT OF THE LATE (ELEN -ARTINS 3TATUES OF
mermaids, wise men, camels, owls and churches
create a wonderland in the garden. All the artworks
were created with broken bottles, bits of mirror
and cement.
-ORE THAN  HOUSES IN 'RAAFF 2EINET HAVE
been restored to their original Victorian appearance, and proclaimed national monuments. The
/LD ,IBRARY -USEUM HOUSES THE ,EX "REMNER
Fossil Collection of Karoo reptile fossils and a
collection of Khoi and San art reproductions. Urquhart House has a popular genealogical research
centre.
Almost 50 km south-west of Graaff-Reinet is
the Kalkkop Crater, a gigantic circular impact that
is of major scientiﬁc importance.
To the north-west of Graaff-Reinet lies the Valley
of Desolation. A steep and narrow road leads into
the mountains that surround the valley.
The Valley of Desolation is a national monument
within the Karoo Nature Reserve, and was formed
millions of years ago by weathering erosion.
The ﬁrst evidence of the presence of dinosaurs
IN 3OUTH !FRICA CAN BE VIEWED AT -ACLEAR
4HE -OUNTAIN :EBRA .ATIONAL 0ARK IS A HAVEN
for the Cape mountain zebra species, which at one
time inhabited most of the Cape. The park saved
these animals from extinction and today their
population stands at about 350.
Other species found in the park include various
antelope such as eland, the African wildcat, bateared fox, and more than 200 bird species, including the pale-winged starling, the booted eagle and
the blue crane.

N6 Route
This route runs from Bloemfontein to East London.
Popular attractions include the slopes of the Tifﬁndell Ski Resort and the trout-ﬁlled streams, as well
as the many caves adorned with ancient rock art.
Several historic towns can be found in the
region, including Barkly East, Rhodes, Lady Grey,
Elliot, Aliwal North, Burgersdorp and Queenstown.

Sunshine Coast
The Sunshine Coast comprises miles of unspoilt,
sun-drenched beaches.
Port Alfred lies at the mouth of the Kowie River.
Coastal hills are home to the oribi – a small territorial buck that was recently near extinction.

Inland, Grahamstown is sometimes referred to
as the “City of Saints”, because of the more than
40 churches found in the town. It is also known for
the National Arts Festival, which is held annually.
During the festival, Grahamstown is transformed
into a dedicated arts venue where performers,
visual artists, audiences, writers and craftspeople
fuse in a celebration of creative energy.
Other attractions include various museums
and historical buildings, the oldest post-box in
South Africa, botanical gardens, the cathedrals
OF 3T -ICHAEL AND 3T 'EORGE NATURE RESERVES AND
hiking trails. Situated north-east of Grahamstown,
the Great Fish River Reserve consists primarily of
valley bushveld habitat and is surrounded by both
tribal land and commercial game reserves and
farms.
The reserve boasts abundant wildlife such as
white rhino, giraffe, waterbuck, Cape buffalo,
hippo, kudu, springbok and eland.
There are several historic forts and remains
from the legendary frontier wars located in the
area.
East London, South Africa’s only river port city,
was originally established as a supply port to serve
the colonial British military headquarters at King
William’s Town. The city’s own waterfront development, Latimer’s Landing, is situated on the banks
of the Buffalo River. The East London Aquarium
houses approximately 400 different marine and
freshwater species.
4HE %AST ,ONDON -USEUM DEPICTS THE NATURAL
environment and rich heritage of the region. Best
known for the prehistoric coelacanth, the museum
also displays reconstructions of the extinct dodo
OF -AURITIUS ALONG WITH THE ONLY EXTANT DODO EGG
in the world.
The Baviaanskloof Wilderness Area is the largest
of the inland protected areas and provides opportunities to visit spectacular fynbos-covered mountains on foot or in off-road vehicles.
There is a fascinating shell collection at the
3HELL -USEUM AT +EI -OUTH

Tsitsikamma
This region, stretching from Plettenberg Bay to
Jeffreys Bay, is renowned for its dense forests,
majestic mountains and deep river gorges. It forms
the eastern end of the Garden Route.
The word “tsitsikamma” is derived from the
Khoekhoen words “tse-tsesa” meaning clear, and
“gami” meaning water.
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South Africa’s ﬁrst marine park, the Tsitsikamma
National Park, extends along a rocky coastline of
50 km, and 3 km out to sea.
Inland, adventure-seekers will ﬁnd deep gorges
and temperate evergreen forests criss-crossed by
six hiking trails, including the ﬁve-day Otter Trail.
The varied wildlife includes dolphins and whales,
caracal, genet, chacma baboon, dassie and
mongoose. Another popular adventure is a blackwater tubing experience on the Storms River.
Prominent bird species in the area are the
African black oystercatcher, the orange-breasted
sunbird, the Nerina trogan and the colourful
Knysna loerie. A lucky few may catch a glimpse of
the rare Cape clawless otter, which the Otter Trail
is named after.

Limpopo
Limpopo is a land of dramatic contrasts characterised by hot savanna plains and mist-clad mountains, age-old indigenous forests and cycads
alongside modern plantations, and ancient mountain fortresses and the luxury of contemporary
infrastructure and modern-day facilities.
Steeped in history, Limpopo celebrates a rich
cultural heritage, and at many archaeological sites
the mysteries of the past and ancient peoples are
still being unearthed. The present tranquility of the
province belies a turbulent past, to which many
MONUMENTS AND MUSEUMS ATTEST -UCH OF THE
land, particularly in the Kruger National Park and
other game and nature reserves, is unspoilt, and
provides sanctuary to large numbers of game.

Waterberg
The Nylsvley Nature Reserve boasts one of the
greatest concentrations of waterfowl and bushVELD BIRDS IN 3OUTH !FRICA -ORE THAN  SPECIES
FREQUENT THE AREA 4HE -OKOPANE VICINITY HAS
several nature reserves. The Arend Dieperink
In December 2008, Shamwari Game Reserve,
a ﬁve-star game reserve situated near Port
Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape, was awarded
two top international awards at the grand ﬁnale
of the prestigious World Travel Awards (WTA)
Ceremony held in Turks and Caicos Island in the Caribbean.
Shamwari Game Reserve received the World’s Leading
Safari and Game Reserve Award for 2008 for the 11th
consecutive year. The ﬁrst WTA Green Awards were
also announced at this grand event, and Shamwari Game
Reserve walked away with the World’s Leading Conservation
Company for 2008.
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-USEUM FEATURES A lNE CULTURAL HISTORICAL COLLECTION 4HE -AKAPAN CAVES ARE NOTABLE FOR THEIR
fossils and the caves are being developed into an
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE -AKAPAN 6ALLEY IS AN EXTENsion of the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage
3ITE 4HE -AKAPANSGAT CAVES AND LIMEWORKS NEAR
-OKOPANE REPRESENT AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF
global importance.
The Thabazimbi district has a large concentration of private game reserves and is one of the
fastest-growing ecotourism areas in the country.
4HE -ARAKELE .ATIONAL 0ARK IS HOME TO SOME
rare yellowwood and cedar trees and the world’s
largest colony of Cape vultures. It is also a leader
in the conservation of the black rhino outside of
THE +RUGER .ATIONAL 0ARK AND THE +WA:ULU .ATAL
parks. Bela-Bela is known for its hot springs. There
are also a number of game reserves and leisure
resorts in the area.
The Waterberg range is rich in indigenous trees,
streams, springs, wetlands and birdlife. Cliffs
known as the “Palace of the Vultures” harbour a
LARGE BREEDING COLONY OF #APE VULTURES -ODIMOLLE
is the region’s main town.

Capricorn district
4HE "AKONE -ALAPA /PEN !IR -USEUM OUTSIDE
Polokwane is a traditional Northern Sotho kraal.
-EN AND WOMEN PRACTISE TRADITIONAL SKILLS SUCH AS
making baskets, clay pots, furniture and utensils,
and preparing hides.
Polokwane is considered the premier gamehunting destination in South Africa. It is ideally
located near the neighbouring countries of
"OTSWANA :IMBABWE -OZAMBIQUE AND 3WAZILAND :ION #ITY AT -ORIA NEAR 0OLOKWANE IS THE
HEADQUARTERS OF THE :ION #HRISTIAN #HURCH WHICH
attracts more than a million pilgrims every Easter.
Polokwane hosts a great variety of museums
and art galleries.

Vhembe district
4HE -APUNGUBWE !RCHAEOLOGICAL 3ITE SITUATED
 KM WEST OF -USINA LIES WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES
OF THE -APUNGUBWE .ATIONAL 0ARK )T IS ONE OF THE
richest of its kind in Africa and a world heritage
site. Excavations in the 1930s uncovered a royal
graveyard, which included a number of golden
artefacts, including the famous gold-foil rhinoceros.
The Schoemansdal Voortrekker Town and
-USEUM WEST OF -AKHADO ARE BUILT ON THE SITE
of an original Voortrekker village and depicts their
lifestyle between 1848 and 1852.

!LSO WORTH VISITING IS THE "IG 4REE IN THE -UTALE
-UNICIPALITY THE 4SHATSHINGO POTHOLES THE MYSTIcal lake of Dzivhafundudzi; and the holy forest and
waterfalls at Phiphidi.

Mopani district
4HE -ODJADJI .ATURE 2ESERVE NORTH OF 4ZANEEN IS
NAMED AFTER THE LEGENDARY 2AIN 1UEEN -ODJADJI
who is believed to have settled in the area early
in the 16th century. The reserve encompasses the
world’s largest concentration of the cycad species
Encephalartos transvenosus, also known as the
-ODJADJI CYCAD
4HE (ANS -ERENSKY .ATURE 2ESERVE AND
-INERAL 3PA ON THE SOUTHERN BANKS OF THE 'REAT
Letaba River supports a large variety of game.
!T THE ADJOINING 4SONGA +RAAL /PEN !IR -USEUM
arts, crafts and traditional huts reﬂect the Tsonga
lifestyle of 100 years ago.
The Kruger National Park (northern section) is
one of South Africa’s major tourist attractions. The
park is home to a large number and wide variety
of amphibians, reptiles and birds, as well as 147
mammal species, including the Big Five.
Thulamela, in the northern part of the Kruger
National Park, was opened to guided groups in
June 1997. This followed seven years of archaeological excavations, which brought to light the
skeletons of two ancient royals and a multitude
of artefacts, including gold bangles, beads and a
double gong.

Bohlabela district
On the way to the Kruger National Park, visitors
CAN ENJOY WILDLIFE EXPERIENCES AT -ANYELETI HOME
to the Big Five. Adventurers can attempt mounTAIN CLIMBING AT THE -ANGWAZI .ATURE 2ESERVE AND
ENJOY THE -APULANENG 4RAIL AT :OEKNOG 4HE )NYAKA
Dam at Bushbuckridge is also worth a visit.

North West
North West is blessed with several cultural villages
that entertain and enrich visitors.
A number of excellent game reserves have been
established, including the Pilanesberg National
Park, known as the “Jewel of the North West”. It is
set in a crater on an extinct volcano and is home
to the Big Five as well as a wide variety of smaller
game and birds.

Central district
4HE HISTORIC ROUTE OF -AlKENG INCLUDES AN !NGLO
"OER3OUTH !FRICAN 7AR SIEGE SITE THE -OLEMA

House where Sol Plaatje lived while writing his
-AlKENG $IARY AND THE -AlKENG -USEUM
The Lichtenburg Game-Breeding Centre and the
Botsalano Game Reserve are well worth a visit.
4HE 'ROOT -ARICO REGION IS KNOWN AS MAMPOER
country and visitors can embark on a tour of the
mampoer route. The Kortkloof Cultural Village is
dedicated to the Tswana people.
Other attractions include the Wondergat; the
"OSBULT -ONUMENT WHICH COMMEMORATES A
battle fought during the Anglo-Boer/South African
War; the Kaditshwene Iron Age Village Ruins; and
various hiking trails.

Eastern district
The Hartbeespoort Dam is a popular spot for
weekend outings, breakfast runs and yachting.
The Hartbeespoort Reptile and Animal Park is situated on the banks of the dam.
Cultural experiences in the area include the
POPULAR -APOCH AND 'AABO -OTHO CULTURAL VILLAGES
as well as the Ring Wagon Inn.
The De Wildt Cheetah-Breeding and Research
Centre specialises in breeding cheetah and other
endangered wildlife species. Other places of interest include the Borakalalo Game Reserve, the
-ARGARET 2OBERTS (ERB &ARM AND THE 0HALADINGWE
Nature Trail.
There are several golf courses in the area.

Bophirima district
The Taung skull fossil site and the blue pools
are renowned for the Taung skull found in the
Buxton quarries. In July 2005, the World Heritage
Committee declared the Taung skull fossil site an
extension of the Sterkfontein fossil hominid site.
This region is popular with adventure-seekers –
especially those who enjoy the 4x4 routes and
hunting farms.
Polokwane has one of the longest art routes
in the world. Named after the uniquely shaped
MOUNTAIN IN THE -AKHADO $ISTRICT THE 2IBOLLA
Route showcases the talents of its artistic
inhabitants, dancers, storytellers, gardeners
and singers.
There are over 30 art stops on this route. These include
$AVID -URATHIS 3CULPTURES IN -AKHADO ,UCKY -AKHAMUS
imposing larger-than-life woodcarvings in Elim, the bustling
-AANDA NGA U 0FANA 0OTTERY 6ILLAGE AT THE MYTHICAL AND
SACRED ,AKE &UNDUDZI AND 0HINEAS -ASUVHELELES SCULPTURES
and drums near Polokwane.
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Rustenburg district
The Pilanesberg National Park supports more than
7 000 head of game and 350 bird species.
4HE   HA -ADIKWE 'AME 2ESERVE IS HOME
to 66 large mammal species. Over 10 000 animals
of 27 major species have been reintroduced under
Operation Phoenix. A hot-air balloon ride, day and
night game drives, and bushwalks are available.
Sun City and the Palace of the Lost City are very
popular tourist attractions, offering gambling, golf,
extravaganza shows, watersport and an artiﬁcial
sea. There are various hiking trails in the region.
The Heritage Route starts at the Sterkfontein Caves
World Heritage Site and ends at Pilanesberg.

Southern district
4HE /0- 0ROZESKY "IRD 3ANCTUARY IN 0OTCHEF
stroom has over 200 bird species and is situated
ADJACENT TO THE -OOI 2IVER 4HE /UDORP (IKING 4RAIL
takes visitors through the old part of Klerksdorp
where 12 Voortrekker families settled.
Other attractions in the region include the
0OTCHEFSTROOM ,AKESIDE 2ESORT THE &AAN -EINTJIES
Nature Reserve in Klerksdorp, mine tours at
Orkney, the Diggers Route at Wolmaransstad and
the Bloemhof Dam Nature Reserve.

Mpumalanga
-PUMALANGA n hTHE PLACE WHERE THE SUN RISESv
– epitomises every traveller’s dream of the true
African experience. Located in the north-eastern part of South Africa, the province is bordered
BY -OZAMBIQUE TO THE EAST AND THE +INGDOM OF
Swaziland to the south and east.
The climate and topography vary from cool
highland grasslands at 1 600 m above sea level,
through the middleveld and escarpment, to the
subtropical Lowveld towards the Kruger National
Park and many private game reserves. Scenic
beauty, climate and wildlife, voted the most attractive features of South Africa, are found in abundance in this province.
Attractions range from game viewing and birdwatching to scenic drives across the valleys and
peaks of the vast Drakensberg escarpment, and
include agritourism, industrial and adventure
tourism and cultural experiences.
Historical sites and villages, old wagon routes
and monuments mark events and characters
who passed this way in search of adventure and
wealth.
The cultural heritage of the province is varied
and fascinating. The Ndebele beadwork and wallpainting in the north-west, the arts and crafts of
the Lowveld and the different traditional villages
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throughout the province offer a unique insight into
the people’s history.

Nelspruit
.ELSPRUIT IS THE CAPITAL OF -PUMALANGA AND THE
commercial and administrative hub of the Lowveld.
The Nelspruit Historical Trail is an hour-long route
stretching from the Promenade Centre to the Civic
Centre.
The Blue Train runs between Pretoria and NelsPRUIT FROM -AY TO 3EPTEMBER ON A TRIP CALLED THE
“Lowveld Experience”. Rovos Rail’s trains also
travel to Nelspruit.
The Green Heritage Hiking Trail in the Nelspruit Nature Reserve is one of several walks in the
reserve and one of many in the region.
Not to be missed is the Lowveld Botanical
Garden, as well as the Reptile Park, the Sudwala
caves, PR Owen Dinosaur Park, and the tranquil
town of White River. Well known as an artists’
haven and a gateway to the Kruger National Park,
White River also boasts an orange winery.

Panorama
Barberton features many reminders of the early
GOLD RUSH ERA -USEUMS INCLUDE "ELHAVEN &ERNLEA
House and Stopforth House. The only known
verdite deposits in the world are found in the rocks
of the Barberton district. An annual Diggers Festival is held in September.
The Blyderivierspoort Nature Reserve near
Graskop is characterised by striking rock formations and a rich diversity of plants. Within the
reserve, the Bourke’s Luck potholes were formed
by river erosion and the action of ﬂood water.
The spectacular Blyde River Canyon is a
26 km-long gorge carved out of the face of the
escarpment, and is one of the natural wonders of
Africa. The canyon is the third-largest in the world,
the only green canyon, and hosts three rivers
which feed the Blydepoort Dam at Swadini.
God’s Window provides a magniﬁcent panoramic
view across miles of densely forested mountains,
the green Lowveld and the canyon. The Blyderivierspoort Hiking Trail is one of the most popular
in the country. A number of other hiking trails are
also available.
The southern section of the Kruger National
Park, which is a major tourist attraction, falls
within this region.
Kaapsehoop is a quaint historical village known
for the wild horses that frequent the district. Blue
swallows are regular visitors from September
to April.

4HE ,YDENBURG -USEUM IS SITUATED IN THE 'USTAV
Klingbiel Reserve, which is the site of archaeological ruins from the Later Iron Age. The Lydenburg
heads, human-like masks dated to 500 AD, were
discovered in this area.
Sabie is the centre of the largest man-made
forest in South Africa. The Cultural Historical
&ORESTRY -USEUM DEPICTS VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE
country’s forestry industry. The Bridal Veil, HorseSHOE AND ,ONE #REEK WATERFALLS AND -AC -AC
pools and falls that are just outside Sabie are well
worth a visit.
4HE  KM 0ROSPECTORS 4RAIL STARTS AT THE -AC
-AC &OREST 3TATION AND LEADS TO THE "OURKES ,UCK
potholes.
!T THE -ONTROSE &ALLS IN 3CHOEMANSKLOOF
the Crocodile River cascades 12 m into a series
of rock pools. It is also the starting point of the
ANNUAL ,OWVELD #ROCODILE #ANOE -ARATHON HELD
in February.
Pilgrim’s Rest is a living museum and a replica of
the early gold-mining town. The Alanglade House
-USEUM OFFERS GUIDED TOURS OF THE FORMER MINE
MANAGERS HOUSE WHILE THE $IGGINGS -USEUM JUST
outside the town arranges guided tours of goldpanning activities. This area was the setting for
Jock of the Bushveld, the novel by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick about the experiences of a man and his dog
as they shared adventures in the world of African
GOLD MINING 4HE $REDZEN 3HOP -USEUM FEATURES
a range of items in use nearly a century ago. The
Pilgrim’s Rest Festival is held every December.
-OUNT 3HEBA .ATURE 2ESERVE SOUTH OF 0ILGRIMS
Rest, is best known for its indigenous forest – one
of few left in the region.

Cultural Heartland
Visitors to the Cultural Heartland can immerse
THEMSELVES IN THE TRUE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF -PUMAlanga. Here, one can learn about the proud and
welcoming Ndebele people, revered for the striking
and colourful geometric patterns on their houses,
clothing and beadwork.
This region also has illuminating historical sites
such as the Botshabelo Historical Village, near
-IDDELBURG

Cosmos Country
Cosmos Country covers parts of what is known
AS THE ENERGY BELT OF -PUMALANGA WHICH IS HOME
to a number of power stations. This region also
has the world’s largest underground coal-mining
complex and the Sasol plant that is renowned for
its oil-from-coal technology.
The carpet of cosmos ﬂowers that blossoms in
late summer lures visitors to this region.

Wild Frontier
Various archaeological discoveries dating back
almost three billion years were made in the imposing mountains of this region. Visitors can enjoy
a rare glimpse of the inimitable San paintings
embossed in some rocks.
The region also holds rich historical sentiments
CENTRED ON THE MONUMENT OF THE LATE -OZAMBICAN 0RESIDENT 3AMORA -ACHEL CONSTRUCTED IN
THE VILLAGE OF -BUZINI 4HE YEAR  SAW THE TH
ANNIVERSARY OF -ACHELS DEATH IN AN AIRCRAFT CRASH
While they are in this region, visitors have the
OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT 3WAZILAND AND -OZAMBIQUE
which are nearby.

Highlands Meander

Grass and Wetlands

4HE (IGHLANDS -EANDER IS A MECCA FOR mY lSHERS
It is in the placid and pristine waters of this region
that one ﬁnds various stocks of ﬁsh, with trout
as the major drawcard. The meander also offers
numerous other activities.
At the Verloren Vlei and Steenkampsberg nature
reserves at Dullstroom, one can get a rare glimpse
of the endangered blue, wattled and crowned
cranes.
The Loskop Dam Nature Reserve offers game
watching, boating and ﬁshing.
A large number of hiking trails is available,
such as the Elandskrans Trail, which includes a
30-minute train ride between Waterval-Boven and
Waterval-Onder.

Grass and Wetlands is a paradise, with its variety
of bird species. This region stretches across the
deep valleys and mountains of the east where
thermal springs bubble to the surface.
There are 270 pans and lakes within a 20-km
radius of Lake Chrissie. In this region, visitors can
take part in the unusual “frogging expedition” or
simply gaze at the stars during “star-gazing weekends”.

Gauteng
Gauteng, the “Place of Gold”, is the economic
powerhouse of South Africa. It is characterised by
a cosmopolitan, multicultural mix of people from
all walks of life. The province’s unique cultural and
social legacy is evident from the many excellent
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museums, theatres, cultural precincts and craft
markets. To strengthen Gauteng’s position as a
tourism destination of choice, the province must
continue to increase the appeal of special destinations such as the Cradle of Humankind World
Heritage Site and the Dinokeng Game Reserve and
improve tourism offerings in the areas of competitive sport and the creative industries.
Tourism attractions in and around the Cradle of
Humankind have grown to 386, with over half of
these offering graded accommodation. Dinokeng
continues to grow, with 276 attractions. Together,
these two destinations now offer 9 179 beds and
15 614 seats in 199 restaurants.
The Vaal Dam, which supplies water to most of
Gauteng’s residents, covers some 300 km2 and is
a popular venue for watersport. Numerous resorts
line the shore. The dam also attracts diverse bird
species.
Vanderbijlpark was built during the late 1940s
by the then Iron and Steel Corporation to accommodate its employees.
The Sterkfontein caves near Krugersdorp are
THE SITE OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE FAMOUS SKULL OF -RS
Ples, an estimated 2,5 million-year-old hominid
fossil, and Little Foot, an almost complete hominid
skeleton some 3,3 million years old.
The broader Cradle of Humankind site consists
of 47 000 ha, with numerous caves, the most
famous of which are the Sterkfontein caves.
In 1999, Sterkfontein and its environs were
declared a world heritage site.
Forty percent of all the world’s human ancestor
fossils have been found here, including several of
the world’s most famous and important fossils.
A further 500 hominid fossils and more than
9 000 stone tools have been excavated in the area,
and work is ongoing.
The Krugersdorp Game Reserve provides sanctuary for several game species, including four
of the Big Five. The African Fauna and Bird Park
houses various species of wildlife and birds.
The South African National Railway and Steam
-USEUM AT 2ANDFONTEIN %STATES 'OLD -INE OUTSIDE
Krugersdorp houses some of the country’s old
steam locomotives, a diesel-electric locomotive,
and more than 50 vintage passenger coaches.
Train rides are offered once a month.
A team of Lippizaner stallions performs every
Sunday at the South African National Horsemanship Centre in Kyalami, near Johannesburg.
Visitors to Roodepoort can go on walks and
trails through the Kloofendal Nature Reserve, or
enjoy a picnic or a show at the popular Kloofendal
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In the early 1960s, the Liliesleaf Farm in
Rivonia, Johannesburg was the centre of
African National Congress military operations.
In 2008, the farm reopened as a museum
to commemorate the liberation struggle for
current and future generations.
In 2001, the Liliesleaf Trust took over the farm with the aim
of restoring the buildings. The museum, which consists of the
manor house, the thatched cottage, the outhouse buildings
and the water tank coal bunker, will offer an interactive and
experiential snapshot of South Africa’s recent history. In addition, Liliesleaf houses a resource centre, a liberation centre
and a liberation path, which is lined with posters commemorating struggle heroes.
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Amphitheatre. The Walter Sisulu National Botanical
Garden boasts a 70 m-high waterfall and breeding
pairs of black eagles.
Forty kilometres north of Pretoria lies a ring
of hills a kilometre in diameter and 100 m high.
These are the walls of an impact crater left by an
asteroid that hit the area some 200 000 years ago.
4HE 4SWAING -ETEORITE #RATER IS SIMILAR IN SIZE TO
THE WELL KNOWN "ARRINGER -ETEOR #RATER IN !RIZONA
in the USA. The crater walls at Tswaing were originally about twice as high as they are today.
There is a museum adjacent to the crater. A
path leads from the museum to the crater, along
the rim, and down to the central lake. The crater is
covered with indigenous trees and bushes, which
attract a variety of bird life.
The old mining town of Cullinan developed
AROUND THE 0REMIER $IAMOND -INE -ANY TURN
of-the-century houses still stand. The mine has
produced some of the world’s most famous
diamonds, including the Cullinan Diamond, the
world’s largest at 3 106 carats.

Johannesburg
4HE !DLER -USEUM OF THE (ISTORY OF -EDICINE
depicts the history of medicine, dentistry and
PHARMACY IN 3OUTH !FRICA 4HE 0HARMACY -USEUM
IN -ELROSE HOUSES A LARGE VARIETY OF MEDICINES
including more than 670 traditional medicines that
have been collected throughout southern Africa.
There is also a display of old prescription books
and dictionaries used by pharmacists.
Newtown is at the heart of initiatives to
revitalise the inner-city of Johannesburg and to
give it soul. Here visitors will ﬁnd the renowned
-ARKET 4HEATRE JAZZ BARS DANCE STUDIOS AND
artists’ communes among museums, libraries and
a host of places of historic interest.

4HE .ELSON -ANDELA "RIDGE IS A LANDMARK
gateway into Newtown, the arts precinct of Johannesburg. It is the largest cable-stayed bridge in
southern Africa.
-USEUM !FRICA IN .EWTOWN TELLS THE STORY OF LIFE
in South Africa from the Stone Age to the Nuclear
Age and beyond.
4HE -ARKET 4HEATRE #OMPLEX COMPRISES THREE
theatres, an art gallery, restaurants and pubs.
A bronze statue of the champion of passive
RESISTANCE -AHATMA 'ANDHI CAN BE SEEN IN THE
city centre.
The Lesedi Cultural Village in the Swartkops Hills
north of Johannesburg gives visitors the opportunity to meet families of different cultural groupings. It features four traditional homesteads where
visitors can spend the night with a family of their
choice.
4HE 0HUMANGENA :ULU +RAAL IS HOME TO TRADITIONAL :ULU PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING THERE
4HE -ELVILLE +OPPIES IN *OHANNESBURG WAS ONCE
the site of a Stone Age African village and ironsmelting works.
Flora includes 80% of the species recorded on
the Witwatersrand. It is open to the public from
September to April.
Gold Reef City is a theme park based on Johannesburg during the gold-rush era.
4HE !PARTHEID -USEUM IN *OHANNESBURG IS A
state-of-the-art tribute to the rise and fall of apartheid, with 22 exhibition areas that take the visitor
on an emotional journey through the state-sanctioned system of apartheid. A team of curators,
ﬁlm-makers, historians, designers and architects
assembled the exhibits on a seven-hectare site.
Film footage, photographs, text panels and artefacts depict apartheid.
Constitution Hill features the impressive building housing South Africa’s Constitutional Court,
and offers visitors the chance to view the fort, the
so-called native gaol, the women’s gaol and the
awaiting-trial block. People once imprisoned at
these facilities include Gandhi and Albert Luthuli,
as well as the only woman to be executed in South
!FRICAS HISTORY $AISY DE -ELKER
!T 3ANTARAMA -INILAND AND %NTERTAINMENT
World, visitors can explore models of South Africa’s
most popular beacons, such as Robben Island, OR
Tambo International Airport, East London Harbour,
and the Union Buildings in Pretoria.
! LARGE WELL ESTABLISHED PARK SURROUNDS :OO
Lake, which breeding bird colonies frequent. Other
attractions include jazz concerts, rowing boats for
hire, a tea garden and a restaurant.

Fordsburg, a suburb on the Western side of
Johannesburg often called the city’s ‘little India’,
has grown in recent times, its identity shifting and
merging with the different customs and ﬂavours
that have made it a centrepiece in the cultural
design of the city.
4HE 3OUTH !FRICAN -USEUM OF -ILITARY (ISTORY
houses an impressive collection of weaponry and
uniforms from the two world wars.
4HE 3OUTH !FRICAN 4RANSPORT -USEUM IN (EIDELberg represents all aspects of South Africa’s transport services.
Soweto is a popular tourist destination. It is
estimated that some 1 000 foreign tourists visit
Soweto every day. Its tourism industry contributes
about R143 million to Gauteng’s GDP.
The two-bedroom house where former PresiDENT .ELSON -ANDELA LIVED BEFORE HIS INCARCERAtion has been declared a national monument and
converted into a museum.
The Walter Sisulu Square in Kliptown (Soweto) is
the place where the Freedom Charter was signed
in 1955.
No tour of Soweto would be complete without
A VISIT TO THE (ECTOR 0ETERSEN -USEUM WHICH
commemorates the people who died during the
Student Uprising of 16 June 1976.
In celebration of 60 years of publishing in
South Africa, the June 2008 edition of Reader’s
Digest South Africa features reasons for South
Africans to remember why this country is unique.
To name a few:
s !T LAST COUNT  STREETS ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE NAMED
AFTER FORMER 0RESIDENT .ELSON -ANDELA !T  METRES
THE .ELSON -ANDELA "RIDGE IN *OHANNESBURG IS THE LARGEST
CABLE STAYED BRIDGE IN SOUTHERN !FRICA $R -ANDELA HAS
been honoured in many ways, with everything from
spiders to nuclear particles, universities and scholarships
bearing his name.
s 4HE ENTRANCE TO 3OUTH !FRICAS 0ARLIAMENT IS GIVEN WARMTH
and character thanks to a 120-metre Keiskamma tapestry, the work of 100 previously unemployed women.
s 2OOIBOS IS A UNIQUELY 3OUTH !FRICAN TEA NOW EXPORTED ALL
over the world.
s -PUMALANGAS 'RASKOP OFFERS THE WORLDS HIGHEST CABLE
gorge swing.
s 4HE %RICA (E. recurvata) is a plant that had not been seen
for over 200 years. It was re-discovered in the crevice of
a rock in 2007.
s /NLY TWO CENTIMETRES LONG THE MICRO FROG IS FOUND IN
Betty’s Bay and Kenilworth in Cape Town.
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The museum was named after the young boy
who was the ﬁrst person to be shot dead by police
on that day.
Guest houses and B&B establishments are a
fast-growing phenomenon in Soweto.
A tourism and information centre was opened
in Soweto in February 2006. The centre provides
comprehensive information to tourists. Visitors
can book accommodation in Soweto, and plan and
book tours and site guides.
)N 3EPTEMBER  $R -ANDELA OPENED SOUTHERN !FRICAS LARGEST SHOPPING CENTRE THE -APONYA
-ALL )T COVERS   M2, has 200 shops and eight
cinemas.
In November 2007, Holiday Inn Soweto opened
its doors to the public. Situated at Walter Sisulu
Square of Dedication, a tourist draw card in
Soweto’s oldest suburb, the four-star hotel offers
accommodation at an international standard to the
more than 200 000 tourists who visit the township every year. The hotel overlooks the informal market in Union Street and Jada’s place, the
HOUSE IN WHICH $R -ANDELA WAS HIDING WHEN THE
Freedom Charter was drawn up on 26 June 1955.
It gives tourists the opportunity to explore the Kliptown of the 1950s.
The Kliptown project comprises the hotel, the
RECENTLY OPENED +LIPTOWN -USEUM RETAIL OUTLET
restaurant and ofﬁce.

Pretoria
A variety of historical buildings are found in the city,
which is known as the “Jacaranda City” because
of the many jacaranda trees that line its streets.
When these are in full bloom in October, they cover
the city in a lilac haze, providing spectacular views
from the surrounding hills.
Church Square is built around a statue of Paul
+RUGER PRESIDENT OF THE FORMER :UID !FRIKAANSCHE
Republiek, and includes buildings such as the Old
Raadsaal and the Palace of Justice.
Ten minutes’ drive away from Church Square
is Freedom Park, which commemorates the country’s political history.
Once fully completed in 2010, the 35-ha
site will comprise a garden of remembrance, a
Freedom Park in Pretoria represents the vision
for which so many South Africans fought
for and died. It is a key Presidential Legacy
Project and was established in response to the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which saw a need for
symbolic reparation of South Africa’s tumultuous history.The
park is run and developed by the Freedom Park Trust.
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museum, and statues and sculptures to honour
South Africans who have contributed to the country’s freedom and development.
4HE +RUGER (OUSE -USEUM CONTAINS THE
PERSONAL BELONGINGS OF 0RESIDENT +RUGER -ELROSE
House is a beautiful example of Victorian architecture. The Peace Treaty of Vereeniging, which ended
the Anglo-Boer/South African War, was signed
there in 1902.
Demonstrations at the Pioneer Open-Air
-USEUM INCLUDE COW MILKING BUTTER AND CANDLE
making, bread baking and coffee-bean grinding.
/THER MUSEUMS INCLUDE THE 0OLICE -USEUM
THE #OERT 3TEYNBERG -USEUM AND THE 4RANSVAAL
-USEUM OF .ATURAL (ISTORY
4HE 6OORTREKKER -ONUMENT ALSO HAS A MUSEUM
and commemorates the Great Trek. Some 260
steps lead to the dome, where spectacular views
of the city can be enjoyed. The monument receives
about 200 000 visitors a year.
Fort Schanskop has been refurbished and has a
375-seat amphitheatre.
The Union Buildings were designed by
Sir Herbert Baker and completed in 1913. They
were the setting for the presidential inauguration of
$R -ANDELA IN  AND THOSE OF 4HABO -BEKI ON
16 June 1999 and 27 April 2004, respectively.
4HE 3AMMY -ARKS -USEUM NEAR 0RETORIA DATES
from 1885. Rooms in the house are ﬁlled with
Victorian paintings, furniture, silver and porcelain.
Visitors can relax at the tea garden and restaurant
on the premises.
4HE 'ENERAL 3MUTS (OUSE -USEUM IN )RENE
south-east of Pretoria, contains the original
furnishings of the Smuts family. A popular arts and
craft market is held here on certain Saturdays.
The Rietvlei Nature Reserve is notable for its
grass types, herbs, a large number of game and
many bird species.
4HE -APOCH .DEBELE 6ILLAGE NORTH OF 0RETORIA
is being restored by its residents and the National
#ULTURAL (ISTORY -USEUM 4O DEVELOP THE PROJECT
into a viable, living tourist village, the 50 families staying there have undergone tourist-guide
and business training. It is the ﬁrst living cultural
village in South Africa owned and managed by its
residents.
-AMELODI IS APPROXIMATELY  KM FROM THE CITY
CENTRE AND FEATURES THE 3OLOMON -AHLANGU 3QUARE
which is dedicated to this freedom ﬁghter.
4HE 7ILLEM 0RINSLOO !GRICULTURAL -USEUM
outside Pretoria features a farmstead dating from
1880. Traditional farming activities are demonstrated, and annual events include a prickly-pear

festival, a mampoer festival and the Agricultural
-USEUM 3HOW
The Pretoria National Botanical Garden houses
tha National Herbarium of South Africa, the largest
in the southern hemisphere.

KwaZulu-Natal
!LSO KNOWN AS THE h:ULU +INGDOMv +WA:ULU
Natal is a many-splendoured interaction of
natural wonders, ultra-modern facilities, fascinating cultural imprints and reminders of a dynamic
history in a breathtakingly beautiful and varied
setting.

Durban and surroundings
4HE 'OLDEN -ILE SKIRTS THE MAIN BEACHES OF THE
Indian Ocean. Attractions include an amusement
centre, paddling pools, paved walkways and fountains.
The uShaka Marine World has a theme park,
oceanarium, dolphinarium and oceanographic
research institute on Durban’s Point opened in
-AY  )T IS HOME TO A WIDE VARIETY OF SEA LIFE
including sharks, dolphins and seals. One of its
main attractions is the long lane of shops and the
multitude of restaurants, especially those in the
old wreck (a replica of a ship wreck in the centre
of the park), and a tourism information ofﬁce at
its entrance.
There is a snorkelling trail and a tubing river
around the park.
Durban’s most popular ﬁshing spot is at Blue
Lagoon Beach at the wide Umgeni River mouth.
Beyond the river, the La Lucia and Beachwood
-ANGROVES NATURE RESERVES OFFER LONG TRANQUIL
walks along empty sands.
The Durban area has more than 50 reserves,
developed parks and specialised gardens, the
MOST RENOWNED BEING THE -UNICIPAL "OTANICAL
'ARDEN "ESIDES THE "OTANICAL 'ARDENS -ITCHELL
Park is one of the most popular green spaces and
includes an outdoor restaurant and a zoo, plus a
sizeable playground for children.
-INI4OWN IS A MODEL CITY DEPICTING $URBANS
BEST KNOWN BUILDINGS -USEUMS INCLUDE THE
.ATURAL (ISTORY -USEUM THE .ATURAL 3CIENCE
-USEUM THE /LD (OUSE -USEUM AND THE /LD &ORT
/NE OF THE MOST INTRIGUING MUSEUMS IS THE -ARITIME -USEUM COMPLETE WITH TWO mOATING SHIPS IN
the harbor.
The Shree Ambalavaanar Alayam Temple (The
3ECOND 2IVER 4EMPLE IN #ATO -ANOR WAS THE lRST
Hindu temple in Africa. It is a national monument.

4HE *UMA -USJID -OSQUE IS THE LARGEST MOSQUE
in the southern hemisphere. Daily tours are available.
Annual events in and around the city include the
POPULAR #OMRADES -ARATHON BETWEEN $URBAN AND
Pietermaritzburg, an international surﬁng compeTITION THE $UZI CANOE MARATHON THE -IDMAR -ILE
swimming event, the July Handicap horse-race
and the Amashovashova cycle tour, as well as the
LARGEST ROAD RACE IN THE COUNTRY THE 3PAR -ERCURY
Ladies 10-km Challenge.
Umhlanga Rocks, just north of Durban, is notable
for its ski-boating facilities and the Ski-Boat Festival held every April. The Natal Sharks Board offers
shark dissections and interesting displays. Guided
tours of the Hawaan Forest are also on offer.
Hawaan is the last relic of coastal forest in the
region and contains rare indigenous trees.
The Umgeni River Bird Park overlooks the
Umgeni River and ranks among the world’s best
BIRD SANCTUARIES -ANY VARIETIES OF BIRDS INDIGEnous and exotic, inhabit walk-in aviaries.
4HE -ILLENNIUM 4OWN AT THE END OF THE "LUFF
houses the maritime ofﬁces, which control the
entry of ships into and out of the busiest port in
Africa.

East Griqualand
East Griqualand is an area of great beauty,
featuring colourful, living history. Kokstad lies in
THE 5MZIMHLAVA 2IVER BASIN BETWEEN -OUNT #URRIE
and the Ngele mountains.
The original town hall – built in 1910 – is a
national monument, now serving as the local
library. The former library – built in 1907 – is also
a national monument, and houses the Kokstad
-USEUM
The Weza State Forest runs through indigenous
forests and commercial plantations. The forest
is home to several antelope species and a huge
variety of birds.
East Griqualand is home to the southernmost
portion of the Ukhahlamba Drakensberg World
Heritage Site, plus the impressive Swartberg,
Bokkiesberg, Cedarberg and Ngele mountain
ranges.
"ETWEEN +OKSTAD AND -ATATIELE THE HAMLET OF
Cedarville provides tranquil canoe-borne excursions into its surrounding, water-ﬁlled hollows.
Also nearby, the carp-abundant Umzimvubu River
is an ever-popular recreation ground for locals and
visitors alike. Steam-train journeys can be undertaken between Swartberg and Creighton.
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North Coast
The coastline between the Umdloti and the Thukela
rivers is aptly called the “Dolphin Coast”, as Indian
Ocean bottlenose dolphins can be seen here all
year round. The larger humpback dolphins are also
found here, but rarely seen.
-ANY OF THE lRST )NDIAN IMMIGRANTS SETTLED HERE
and the area’s markets, mosques and temples give
the region an authentic eastern ﬂavour.
Tongaat is an area where sugar was ﬁrst
planted in 1854. The town’s Indian ambience is
accentuated by two prominent Hindu temples –
the Juggernath Puri and Vishwaroop temples.
Other towns along the Dolphin Coast include
Shaka’s Rock, Salt Rock, Ballito, Verulam, Stanger,
Darnall and Umdloti.

Zululand and the Elephant Coast
Cultural tourism is inextricably linked to economic
UPLIFTMENT IN :ULULAND AND HISTORICALLY DISADVANtaged communities are applying their traditional
skills to meet visitors’ interests.
:ULULANDS NORTH EAST QUADRANT n BETWEEN
-OZAMBIQUE 3WAZILAND AND THE WARM )NDIAN
Ocean – has its own unique tale to tell. This is the
%LEPHANT #OAST OR -APUTALAND NAMED AFTER THE
mid-17th century king who established dominion
here some 200 years before Shaka consolidated
In November 2008, three South African
lodges were included on the latest National
Geographic Adventure magazine list of 50 top
eco-lodges. Phinda Private Game Reserve,
Tswalu Kalahari Reserve and Bushmans Kloof
Wilderness Reserve have taken their place among the top
environmentally friendly tourism destinations in the world.
Of the 50 establishments recognised as the most Earthfriendly, 17 were in Africa. Four were in Kenya, with two each
IN .AMIBIA "OTSWANA AND 4ANZANIA AND ONE EACH IN -OZAMBIQUE 3EYCHELLES %GYPT AND -OROCCO
An eco-lodge can be deﬁned as a nature-dependent tourist lodge that meets the philosophy and principles
of ecotourism. Eco-lodges are establishments that focus
strongly on a greener way of operating, including the support
of local communities, the creation of far-reaching conservation initiatives, and a ﬁrm emphasis on adventure.
A good eco-lodge should engage in responsible practices
such as paying respect to local traditions by incorporating
cultural elements into the design and décor, disrupting the
natural environment as little as possible and using local plant
life as much as possible, sourcing food from local farmers,
using recycled or recyclable materials in building, and bridging cultural gaps by promoting cultural exchanges.
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HIS :ULU EMPIRE TO THE SOUTH 4HE 4EMBE %LEPHANT
Park in the far north is home to herds of the
massive African elephant.
The Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park is one of the largest
game parks in South Africa and hosts the Big Five
as well as the elusive cheetah and wild dog.
4HE E-AKHOSINI 6ALLEY BIRTHPLACE OF +ING 3HAKA
is the venue for a new tourism- and economicDEVELOPMENT PROJECT +NOWN AS hE-AKHOSINI THE
6ALLEY OF :ULU +INGSv THE JOINT PUBLIC PRIVATE SECTOR
project aims to preserve the culture and history of
THE :ULU PEOPLE ! SCULPTURED HILLTOP MONUMENT
NAMED 3PIRIT OF E-AKHOSINI DRAWS MANY TOURISTS
This heritage park is near a nature reserve that
will eventually support the Big Five of the animal
kingdom.
!T THE E-AKHOSINI -EMORIAL 3ITE SEVEN :ULU
kings are buried.
5LUNDI LIES AT THE HUB OF THE OLD :ULU NATION
4HE +WA:ULU #ULTURAL -USEUM HOUSES INTERESTING
DISPLAYS RELATING TO :ULU HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY
4HE BEEHIVE HUTS AND THE LAYOUT OF THE ORIGINAL :ULU
village have been reproduced.
Umgungundlovu was once the royal capital of
King Dingaan and is now being reconstructed. A
TOUR PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE :ULU BUILDing techniques and to experience the social life of
THE :ULU PEOPLE 7ORK WILL BEGIN ON A 2 MILLION
multimedia centre, which will include ﬁrst-rate
AUDIOVISUAL REPRESENTATIONS OF :ULU HISTORY AND
culture.
!UTHENTIC :ULU VILLAGES SUCH AS 3HAKALAND
Kwabhekithunga Kraal, Damazulu and Stewart’s
Farm offer accommodation and the opportunity to
EXPERIENCE TRADITIONAL :ULU CULTURE
The iSimangaliso Wetland Park (formerly Greater
St Lucia Wetland Park) World Heritage Site has
some of the highest forested dunes in the world.
The park also has the greatest marine and terrestrial mammals, namely whales and elephants.
St Lucia and its surroundings comprise a globally
important wetland and has ﬁve separate ecosystems. It is a ﬁshing and birdwatching paradise, and
boat trips on the lake offer opportunities for crocodile and hippo sightings.
Ophansi entrance bridge in the then Greater
St Lucia Wetland Park enables visitors to enjoy a
unique beach and bush experience, with only an
HOURS DRIVE SEPARATING U-KHUZES UNIQUE WILDlife experience from Sodwana Bay’s world-class
beaches and diving.
The Kosi Bay Nature Reserve is part of the
#OASTAL &OREST 2ESERVE BETWEEN -OZAMBIQUE AND

Sodwana Bay. The adjacent Indian Ocean provides
exciting snorkelling and ﬁshing opportunities. On
offer is a four-day guided walking trail around the
estuarine system.
U-KHUZE IS A SMALL TRADE AND TRANSPORT CENTRE
4HE -KUZE 2IVER CUTS THROUGH THE 5BOMBO MOUNTAINS BEFORE SERVING AS A BOUNDARY FOR :ULULANDS
POPULAR -KUZI 'AME 2ESERVE
The Border Cave, a site of immense archaeological interest on the border of Swaziland, now
also has an interpretation centre.
! MONUMENT HAS BEEN ERECTED FOR THE lRST :ULU
MARTYR -AQHAMUSELA +HANYLI IN -ONDI
Lake Sibaya is South Africa’s largest natural
freshwater lake, covering some 77 km2.
Birdwatching and walks through the coastal
forest are popular pastimes.
Sibaya Lake Lodge is the ﬁrst South African
ecotourism development jointly owned by private
enterprise and the local community.
The coral reef in the Sodwana Bay National Park
attracts hundreds of scuba-divers throughout the
year, and, in summer, power-boaters arrive for
some of the best marlin-ﬁshing in the world.

Pietermaritzburg and the Midlands
Pietermaritzburg boasts various museums, includING THE 6OORTREKKER -USEUM THE .ATAL -USEUM
AND THE .ATAL 3TEAM 2AILWAY -USEUM WHICH
offers steam-train rides on the second Sunday
of every month. The Tatham Art Gallery is also
extremely popular.
The Albert Falls Public Resort Nature Reserve
and the Albert Falls Dam provide opportunities for
sailing, canoeing and ﬁshing. Birdwatching, horseriding and hiking are also popular activities.
The Howick Falls are situated in the Nature
Valley Reserve, where the river tumbles down
100 m in a single fall. There are several climbing routes.
4HE -IDLANDS -EANDER IS A SCENIC DRIVE BETWEEN
(ILTON AND -OOI 2IVER WITH SOME  PORTS OF CALL
en route, ranging from art studios, potters and
painters, to herb gardens and cheese-makers.
-IDMAR $AM IS ZONED FOR YACHTING AND POWERBOATING 4HE   HA -IDMAR 'AME 0ARK IS
inhabitated by rhino, zebra, a wide variety of antelope species, and waterfowl. The popular yearly
-IDMAR -ILE EVENT ATTRACTS THOUSANDS OF SWIMmers.

South Coast
Amanzimtoti is popular for its safe swimming
beaches and various other activities and attractions.
The Hibiscus Coast stretches between
5MKOMAAS AND THE 7ILD #OAST -ARGATE IS THE
largest resort town along this coast, and is very
popular during the holidays. The Hibiscus Festival
is held there in July.
The Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve encompasses
forest, rivers, rapids and ravines. Proliﬁc bird life,
including ﬁve kingﬁsher species and seven eagle
species, inhabits the reserve, along with a variety
of mammals. There is also a 140-m abseil and
gorge swing for adrenalin junkies.
Port Edward is known for its safe swimming and
good ﬁshing opportunities. Nearby, the Umthamvuna Nature Reserve is noted for its beautiful
scenery, bird life and many rare plant species.
4HE 3HELL -USEUM AT 3HELLY "EACH IS WELL
worth a visit. Other popular coastal towns include
0ORT 3HEPSTONE 2AMSGATE 3T -ICHAELS ON 3EA
Uvongo and Scottburgh. Sardine fever strikes the
South Coast around the end of June every year,
when people ﬂock to the beaches and anglers
wait for the game ﬁsh, following the sardines,
to arrive.

Drakensberg
The Drakensberg mountain range forms the northWESTERN BORDER OF +WA:ULU .ATAL 4HE ENTIRE
area is a bird sanctuary, featuring, among other
species, the endangered lammergeier (bearded
vulture). The highest concentration of walks and
trails in South Africa is found here.
The Ukhahlamba-Drakensberg Park was
declared a world heritage site in 2001 and consists
of almost the entire Drakensberg mountain range
from Bushman’s Neck in the south to the Royal
Natal National Park in the north.
Peaks soar to over 3 000 m and are often
snow-covered in winter. The park is administered
BY %ZEMVELO +WA:ULU .ATAL 7ILDLIFE 4HEIR TROUT
hatcheries are located in the Kamberg Reserve
area there are also trout hatcheries at Cathedral
Peak.
The Lotheni Nature Reserve is notable for
its trout-ﬁshing facilities (angling permits are
required). Relics of the area’s history have been
PRESERVED IN THE 3ETTLER -USEUM
The Himeville Nature Reserve has two lakes
stocked with trout. The Swamp Nature Reserve
close by attracts a variety of waterfowl, including
the rare wattled crane.
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4HE .DEDEMA 'ORGE IS LOCATED IN THE -DEDELELO
Wilderness Area near Cathedral Peak and contains
examples of Khoi and San art.
Sani Pass is the only road across the high
ESCARPMENT BETWEEN +WA:ULU .ATAL AND THE
Kingdom of Lesotho. Sani Pass may be a road, but
the top section is only passable in 4X4 vehicles.
The Giant’s Cup hiking trail, starting at the foot
of the pass, is described as one of South Africa’s
ﬁnest. Giant’s Castle Game Reserve is especially
known for its more than 5 000 San paintings. The
"USHMAN 3ITE -USEUM IS WELL WORTH A VISIT
The Royal Natal National Park offers many
scenic highlights, including the Amphitheatre,
-ONT AUX 3OURCES AND THE 4HUKELA FALLS

Battleﬁelds
4HE +WA:ULU .ATAL "ATTLElELDS 2OUTE HAS THE
highest concentration of battleﬁelds and related
military sites in South Africa. The Battleﬁelds Route
starts at Estcourt, winding north through Colenso
and Ladysmith to Newcastle and Volksrust, and
eastwards to Utrecht, Glencoe, Dundee, Nqutu,
Paulpietersburg, Vryheid, Babanango and Ulundi.
All the towns along the route have their unique
charm and range of attractions: arts and crafts,
SCENIC HIKING TRAILS FARM RESORTS :ULU CULTURE AND
roadside stalls. Game viewing, natural hot springs,
horse trails and watersport can also be enjoyed.
The Chelmsford Nature Reserve near Newcastle is a birdwatcher’s paradise. Power-boating and
carp-ﬁshing are added attractions. Game includes
springbok, zebra, rhino and blesbok. Other interESTING PLACES TO VISIT ARE -AJUBA (ILL AND /.EILLS
Cottage.
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4HE +WA:ULU .ATAL .ORTH #OAST WILL BECOME
home to a R19-billion tourism development,
which has been signed into being by the
Provincial Government and Ruwaad, a Dubaibased tourism investment and development company. It is
expected to create up to 16 000 jobs.
The development will see 16 556 hectares of land to
the north of the Thukela River converted into a world-class
tourism facility. Based on the concept of a city within a city,
the development will consist of an internationally branded
entertainment theme park with residential, hospitality, leisure,
medical, education, sport, health and retail facilities.
The development will also include a cultural focus centred
ON A STATUE OF +ING 3HAKA :ULU 4HE GROUPS AIM IS TO DEVELOP
a uniquely African, world-class destination that has local,
national and international appeal, while boosting tourism and
economic growth in the area.

i

4HE ,ADYSMITH 3IEGE -USEUM PROVIDES INSIGHT
into the battles of Colenso, Spioenkop, Vaalkrans
AND 4UGELA (EIGHTS -USEUM STAFF ARRANGE GUIDED
tours to nearby battleﬁelds such as Wagon Hill.
Other attractions in Ladysmith include the statue
OF 'ANDHI THE !LL 3AINTS #HURCH THE 3OOl -OSQUE
and the Spioenkop Dam and Nature Reserve.
Near Dundee, tourists can visit various battleﬁelds, including Ncome-Blood River, Isandlwana,
2ORKES $RIFT AND 4ALANA 4HE 4ALANA -USEUM
depicts various facets of the coal industry, as well
AS LOCAL :ULU "OER AND "RITISH HISTORY
Rorke’s Drift was the setting for one of the most
famous battles of the war. The main attraction is
THE 2ORKES $RIFT "ATTLE -USEUM
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