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MininJ Sla\s a SiYotal role in South Africa’s socio-economic 
deYeloSment oEMectiYes and remains one of the GoYernment’s 
strateJic tools for the economic emanciSation of its SeoSle.

7he 'eSartment of Mineral 5esources �'M5� continues 
to focus� amonJ other thinJs� on ensurinJ the Eest utilisation 
of mineral resources� monitorinJ mininJ riJhts� and ensurinJ 
comSliance Zith safet\ and enYironmental leJislation� all 
of Zhich in turn� contriEute toZards SromotinJ inYestment 
in South Africa� as Zell as contriEutinJ more Eroadl\ to an 
eTuitaEle and inclusiYe econom\. 

SSeciÀc initiatiYes include SromotinJ inYestment in the 
minerals and uSstream Setroleum sector include research 
on shale Jas� assistinJ small� medium and micro enterSrises 
�SMM(s�� marketinJ and SroYidinJ information� and licens-
inJ.

MininJ Sroduction Sicked uS in the Ànal Tuarter of 2015� 
annualised JroZth in real outSut accelerated from -���� in 
the third Tuarter of 2015 to 1�5� in the Ànal Tuarter� suS-
Sorted E\ the hiJher Sroduction of esSeciall\ diamonds and 
nickel. 7he Sroduction Yolumes of coal� Slatinum-JrouS met-
als and EuildinJ materials increased at a more moderate
pace despite further steps to enhance operational 
efÀciencies� Zhile the Sroduction of Jold� manJanese ore 
and other metallic minerals contracted oYer the Seriod.

Annuall\� JroZth in the real outSut of the mininJ sector 
turned around from -1�6� in 201� to 3�0� in 2015� addinJ 
0�2 SercentaJe Soints to JroZth in aJJreJate G'P. MininJ 
Sroduction in 2015 EeneÀted mainl\ from the normalisation 
in Slatinum Sroduction folloZinJ imSroYed SroductiYit\ 
and cost-containment measures introduced at a numEer 
of Slatinum mines after the Srotracted laEour strike in the 
industr\ in 201�. 

,n addition� in some of the other domestic mininJ suEsectors� 
Zork disruStions as a result of ZaJe disSutes Zere less 
SreYalent in 2015. 'esSite this imSroYed Serformance� the 
industr\ continued to Ee adYersel\ affected E\ infrastructural 
constraints� Solic\ uncertaint\� onJoinJ laEour tension� 
declininJ commodit\ Srices� risinJ oSerational costs� and a 
JloEal oYersuSSl\ of certain mininJ Sroducts.

Mineral wealth
South Africa’s mineral Zealth is t\Sicall\ found in the 
folloZinJ JeoloJical formations and settinJs:
� the :itZatersrand %asin \ields some �3� of South 

Africa’s Jold outSut and contains consideraEle uranium� 
silYer� S\rite and osmiridium resources.
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� the %ushYeld &omSle[ is knoZn for Slatinum JrouS 
metals �PGMs� �Zith associated coSSer� nickel and 
coEalt mineralisation�� chromium and Yanadium-EearinJ 
titanium-iron ore formations and industrial minerals� 
includinJ ÁuorsSar and andalusite.

� the 7ransYaal SuSerJrouS contains enormous deSosits of 
manJanese and iron ore.

� the .aroo %asin e[tends throuJh MSumalanJa� .Za=ulu-
Natal� the )ree State and /imSoSo� hostinJ consideraEle 
Eituminous coal and anthracite resources.

� the PhalaEorZa ,Jneous &omSle[ hosts e[tensiYe 
deSosits of coSSer� ShosShate� titanium� Yermiculite� 
feldsSar and ]irconium ores.

� kimEerlite SiSes host diamonds that also occur in alluYial� 
ÁuYial and marine settinJs.

� heaY\ mineral sands contain ilmenite� rutile and ]ircon.
� siJniÀcant deSosits of lead-]inc ores associated Zith 

copper and silver are found near Aggeneys in the Northern 
&aSe.

/ining 3ualificaViQns #uVJQTiV[
7he future of mininJ in the countr\ deSends larJel\ on 
the successful imSlementation of skills deYeloSment ini-
tiatiYes. 

Particular focus is Slaced on artisan and artisan aid as 
Zell as other technical skills. &aSacit\ EuildinJ Zithin the 
'M5 and associated institutions has also Eeen Srioritised in 
resSect of identiÀed critical areas of skills shortaJe and nec-
essar\ interYentions haYe Eeen introduced� Zhich include 
learnershiS SroJrammes and Eursar\ schemes. 

7he MininJ 4ualiÀcations Authorit\ Zas estaElished as a 
sector education and training authority, and facilitates the 
deYeloSment of aSSroSriate knoZledJe and skills in the min-
inJ� minerals and MeZeller\ sectors.

5Jale gas eZRlQTaViQn
7he Sotential of shale Jas e[Sloration and e[Sloitation Sro-
Yides an oSSortunit\ for South Africa to EeJin e[SlorinJ the 
Sroduction of its oZn fuel and marks the EeJinninJ of the 
re-industrialisation of the econom\. 

5esearch on shale Jas is SroJressinJ and E\ )eEruar\ 
2016� ÀYe aSSlications for mininJ shale Jas Zere EeinJ 
considered for licensinJ. Shale Jas e[Sloration and min-
inJ is e[Sected to contriEute to economic JroZth and MoE 
creation.
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4eseTXes 
)QlF
7here are 35 larJe-scale Jold mines oSeratinJ in South Africa� 
includinJ the record settinJ 7au7ona mine� Zhich e[tends  
3�� km underJround. 7au7ona means ´Jreat lionµ in Set-
sZana. South Africa accounts for 11� of the Zorld’s Jold 
reserYes.

%Qal
7he coal sector is imSortant for the South African econom\. 
7he accelerated demand for coal� accomSanied E\ an 
increase in international coal Srices� has inYariaEl\ chanJed 
the Eu\inJ Satterns and structure of the local coal e[Sort 
industr\. 

,n the national enerJ\ Slan� coal remains an imSortant 
comSonent of the countr\’s future enerJ\ mi[ and reTuire-
ments. 

2laVinuO gTQuR OeVals
Platinum� Salladium� rhodium� osmium� ruthenium and 
iridium occur toJether in nature alonJside nickel and coSSer. 
Platinum� Salladium and rhodium� the most economicall\ 
siJniÀcant of the PGMs� are found in the larJest Tuantities.

7he remaininJ PGMs are Sroduced as co-Sroducts. 
South Africa is the Zorld’s leadinJ Slatinum and rhodium 
Sroducer� and the second- larJest Salladium Sroducer after 
5ussia. South Africa’s Sroduction is sourced entirel\ from 
the %ushYeld &omSle[� the larJest knoZn PGM-resource in 
the Zorld.

Platinum
South Africa accounts for �6� of knoZn JloEal reserYes of 
the PGMs.

7he Merensk\ 5eef� stretchinJ from southern =imEaEZe 
throuJh to the 5ustenEurJ and Pretoria reJions� is the cen-
tre of Slatinum mininJ in South Africa� Sla\inJ host to com-
Sanies such as 5ustenEurJ Platinum Mines and %afokenJ 
5asimone Platinum Mines.

AmSlats is the industr\ leader in the mininJ� marketinJ� 
and distriEution of Slatinum. AmSlats Sroduces �0� of the 
Zorld’s total Slatinum JrouS metals. 

2ther ke\ Slatinum mininJ comSanies in South Africa 
include %+P %illiton and ,mSala Platinum. 
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2allaFiuO 
South Africa is the Zorld’s second larJest Salladium Sro-
ducer. All of South Africa’s Sroduction is sourced from the 
%ushYeld ,Jneous &omSle[� Zhich hosts the Zorld’s larJest 
resource of PGMs. 

Palladium� toJether Zith Slatinum� is more aEundant 
than an\ of the other PGMs. ,t has the loZest meltinJ Soint 
�1 55��&� of all the PGMs. ,ts most remarkaEle SroSert\ is 
its aEilit\ to aEsorE enormous amounts of h\droJen at room 
temSerature. 

(eTTQus OineTals
,t is the larJest neZ inYestment in the manJanese industr\ in 
the countr\ and suSSorts JoYernment’s driYe to increase the 
EeneÀciation in South Africa. 

7he furnace is desiJned to Sroduce 120 000 kt of +iJh 
&arEon )erro ManJanese a \ear� and includes imSroYe-
ments to ensure increased reliaEilit\� aYailaEilit\ and also 
imSroYed Sollution control durinJ the Sroduction Srocess. 

%QRReT
PalaEora� a larJe coSSer mine� smelter and reÀner\ comSle[ 
manaJed E\ the PalaEora MininJ &omSan\ in /imSoSo is 
South Africa’s onl\ Sroducer of reÀned coSSer. 

ProducinJ aEout �0 000 t Ser \ear� it suSSlies most of 
South Africa’s coSSer needs and e[Sorts the Ealance. 

8seful E\Sroduct metals and minerals include ]irconium 
chemicals� maJnetite and nickel sulShate as Zell as small 
Tuantities of Jold� silYer and Slatinum. 

/anganese
South Africa has siJniÀcant SroYen manJanese reserYes� 
Eut e[Sloitation of the mineral has not reÁected its deYeloS-
ment Sotential.

&iaOQnFs 
South Africa plans to process a greater proportion of its 
Jems locall\ to keeS more SroÀt in the countr\. 

GoYernment Zants to cut and reÀne �0� of the diamonds 
mined in South Africa E\ 2023. 

+nFusVTial OineTals
7here are some 6�0 Sroducers of industrial minerals in 
South Africa� of Zhich almost half are in the sand and aJJre-
Jate sector. 
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7here are some 153 Sroducers of cla\s �Erick-makinJ and 
sSecial�� �0 limestone and dolomite� �� dimension stone� 2� 
salt and 20 silica Sroducers. 

%ulk consumStion of industrial minerals is realised in 
the domestic market� as most are loZ-Sriced commodities 
and sold in Eulk� makinJ their economic e[Sloitation hiJhl\ 
deSendent on transSort costs and distance to markets. 

5VaDiliV[ in VJe Oining secVQT
7he )rameZork AJreement for a SustainaEle MininJ ,ndus-
tr\� Zhich Zas siJned E\ mininJ comSanies� trade unions 
and JoYernment deSartments in -ul\ 2013� is aimed at 
resolYinJ SroElems in the industr\� rootinJ out unrest and 
restorinJ inYestor conÀdence in the sector. 

)eQlQg[
South Africa has a lonJ and comSle[ JeoloJical histor\    
datinJ Eack more than 3 �00 Eillion \ears.  

7he SreserYation of so much Archaean JeoloJ\� datinJ  
Eack more than 2 500 million \ears� has resulted in 
the Archaean :itZatersrand %asin� as Zell as seYeral 
Jreenstone Eelts� EeinJ SreserYed. 
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