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The Department of International Relations and Cooperation  
(DIRCO) focuses, among other things, on consolidating 
South Africa’s JloEal economic� Solitical and social relations� 
strengthening the African Agenda and regional integration.

South Africa continues to engage with strategic formations 
of the North� Zhile adYancinJ mutuall\ EeneÀcial South-
South cooSeration throuJh structured Eilateral mechanisms 
and multilateral agreements. 

7he deSartment also Slanned to use the 8nited States’ 
African Growth and Opportunity Act as a platform for indus-
trialisation and regional integration, and relations with the 
(uroSean 8nion �(8� on the estaElishment of Moint infra-
structure SroMects Zere at the adYanced staJes E\ mid-2016. 

These engagements are complementary with ongo-
ing participation in United Nations (UN) structures and 
multilateral organisations and forums. The department will 
strenJthen and consolidate South-South relations� reÁectinJ 
the shift in the Ealance of the JloEal distriEution of SoZer 
and the increasinJ inÁuence of emerJinJ economies in the 
multilateral trading system. 

7he deSartment continues to use its memEershiS and 
engagements with groupings of the South, such as the 
)orum on &hina-Africa &ooSeration �)2&A&�� the GrouS of 
��� the PeoSle’s 5eSuElic of &hina �P5&�� and the %ra]il-
5ussia-,ndia-&hina-South Africa �%5,&S�� to adYance South 
Africa’s foreiJn Solic\ oEMectiYes. 

7he adoStion of the strateJ\ for the %5,&S economic 
partnership was expected to facilitate trade and investment, 
enhance market access opportunities and facilitate mar-
ket interlinkaJes EetZeen the countries. 7he %5,&S’ NeZ 
'eYeloSment %ank is e[Sected serYe as an instrument for 
ÀnancinJ infrastructure inYestment and sustainaEle deYeloS-
ment SroMects in the %5,&S and other deYeloSinJ countries 
and emerging market economies.

The Minister of International Relations and Cooperation 
is entrusted with the formulation, promotion, execution and 
dail\ conduct of South Africa’s foreiJn Solic\. 7he deSart-
ment’s strateJic oEMectiYes are to: 
� protect and promote South African national interests and 

Yalues throuJh Eilateral and multilateral interactions 
� conduct and coordinate South Africa’s international rela-

tions and Sromote its foreiJn Solic\ oEMectiYes
� monitor international developments and advise govern-

ment on foreign policy and related domestic matters
� contriEute to the formulation of international laZ and 

enhance respect for its provisions
� Sromote multilateralism to secure a rules-Eased interna-

tional system 
� maintain a modern, effective department driven to pursue 

e[cellence SroYide a Zorld-class and uniTuel\ South  
African state protocol service.
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African Union (AU)
South Africa’s future is inherentl\ linked to that of the rest 
of the African continent. The DIRCO continues to support 
regional and continental processes, responding to and 
resolving crises, strengthening regional integration, con-
triEutinJ to an enaElinJ trade enYironment� increasinJ intra-
Africa trade� and chamSioninJ sustainaEle deYeloSment and 
opportunities. Strengthening the AU and its structures is a 
key priority for deepening continental integration. 

7he deSartment continues to make contriEutions to: 
oSerationalisinJ the triSartite aJreement EetZeen South 
Africa� AnJola and the 'emocratic 5eSuElic of the &onJo 
in support of the peace and security framework agreement 
for the Great Lakes region; deploying the Southern African 
'eYeloSment &ommunit\ �SA'&� interYention EriJade� and�
working with the Department of Defence, operationalising 
the AU Peace and Security Architecture and the African 
Capacity for Immediate Response to Crises, which is the 
multinational African interYentionist standE\ force set uS in 
NoYemEer 2013.

7he A8’s AJenda 2063� under the theme ´7he Africa :e 
:antµ� seeks to chart a neZ deYeloSment traMector\ for Africa 
toZards self-determination� freedom� SroJress and collectiYe 
SrosSerit\. 7he Àrst 10-\ear imSlementation Slan of AJenda 
2063 identiÀes the ke\ outcomes E\ 2023. 7he ',5&2 Zill 
Ee inYolYed in rationalisinJ reJional economic communities 
towards a Continental Free Trade Area, revitalising the New 
PartnershiS for Africa’s 'eYeloSment �N(PA'� on infrastruc-
ture development, and promoting good governance systems 
through the African Peer Review Mechanism.

AmonJ others� AJenda 2063 asSires to a SrosSerous 
Africa Eased on inclusiYe JroZth and sustainaEle deYeloS-
ment. It also seeks an integrated continent, politically united 
and Eased on the ideals of Pan-Africanism and the Yision of 
Africa’s 5enaissance.
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The AU Agenda includes the commitments to support 
railway and road infrastructure, power generation and distri-
Eution netZorks� industrial and technoloJ\ Sarks and human 
resources development,

South Africa hosted the 25th A8 Summit in -ohannesEurJ 
from � to 15 -une 2015. 7he Srimar\ oEMectiYe of the summit 
was to review progress made in the attainment of continen-
tal oEMectiYes� Zith a Sarticular focus on the 2015 theme� the 
´<ear of :omen (mSoZerment and 'eYeloSment toZards 
Africa’s AJenda 2063µ. 7he last time South Africa hosted 
this imSortant JatherinJ Zas in 2002 in 'urEan� .Za=ulu-
Natal, where the then Organisation of African Unity was 
transformed into the AU.  

Africa Day
7he 2015 Africa 'a\ celeErations under the theme: ´:e 
are Africa – Opening the doors of learning and culture from 
&aSe to &airoµ� Zere held in Mamelodi� east of Pretoria� on 
2� Ma\ 2015.

The annual Africa Day is a platform to promote unity 
amongst African nations and foreign nationals residing in 
South Africa. The unity of the continent is driven through the 
A8’s SroJrammes to attain its Yision as articulated in the 
AJenda 2063. 7he continent� Juided E\ its citi]ens� striYes 
for an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa.

Africa Day also presents an opportunity for South Africans 
to reconnect and recommit themselves in support of all 
JoYernment interYentions to deYeloS a Eetter Africa and a 
Eetter Zorld.

The inaugural South African Migrants Awards, which hon-
our outstanding migrants in South Africa and South Africans 
ZorkinJ in African countries Zho emEod\ the sSirit of 8Euntu 
and are dedicated to the development of the African continent, 
took Slace in Ma\ 2015. 2ne of the cateJories recoJnises a 
South African community that has succeeded in integrating 
foreign nationals within itself and live together peacefully.

New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development 
N(PA'� an A8 strateJic frameZork for San-African socio-
economic deYeloSment� is Eoth a Yision and a Solic\ frame-
Zork for Africa in the 21st centur\. N(PA' SroYides uniTue 
opportunities for African countries to take full control of their 
development agenda, to work more closely together, and to 
cooperate more effectively with international partners.

N(PA' manaJes a numEer of SroJrammes and SroMects 
in si[ theme areas namel\: 
� agriculture and food security
� climate change and national resource management
� regional integration and infrastructure
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� human development
� economic and corporate governance
� cross-cuttinJ issues� includinJ Jender� caSacit\ deYeloS-

ment and information and communication technology 
(ICT).

Through NEPAD, Africa has expanded its development pri-
orities. Development and funding in agriculture, information 
and communications technology, science and technology, 
infrastructure and education has imSroYed the Tualit\ of life 
for millions of Africans.

South Africa and the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC)
The SADC developed from the Southern African Development 
&oordination &onference� Zhich Zas estaElished in 1��0. 
It adopted its current name during a summit meeting in 
:indhoek� NamiEia in AuJust 1��2. 7he initial memEer 
states are AnJola� %otsZana� /esotho� MalaZi� Mauritius� 
Mo]amEiTue� NamiEia� SZa]iland� 7an]ania� =amEia� and 
=imEaEZe. South Africa Eecame a memEer after 1���. 

South Africa has chamSioned a ´deYeloSmental reJion-
alismµ aSSroach that comEines market inteJration� cross-
Eorder infrastructure deYeloSment� and Solic\ coordination 
to diYersif\ Sroduction and Eoost intra-African trade.

 
South Africa and Africa
Africa has taken steSs to Ànd African solutions to end con-
Áicts and instaEilit\.

 The continent has committed to Silencing the Guns in 
the continent E\ 2020� in aliJnment Zith commitments to 
AJenda 2063.

7he African StandE\ )orce and its 5aSid 'eSlo\ment 
&aSaEilit\ Zas e[Sected to resSond Tuickl\ in conÁict situa-
tions to saYe liYes and ErinJ staEilit\. 
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Africa is the second fastest growing region in the world 
after Asia� JroZinJ steadil\ at a rate of 5� Ser \ear oYer 
most of the last decade.

7his JroZth has Eeen attriEuted to the increasinJl\ sound 
macro-economic enYironment Zith loZ JoYernment deEt� 
risinJ domestic resource moEilisation and reduced inÁation 
rates. President =uma attended the �0th AnniYersar\ of the 
,ndeSendence of AnJola in NoYemEer 2015.

South Africa increased its presence on the continent 
from seYen diSlomatic and consular missions in 1��� to �� 
in 2015. 7he countr\’s trade on the continent increased 3� 
times from 511�� Eillion in 1��� to 53�5 Eillion in 2015.

North Africa and The Horn
7his reJion comSrises 1� countries� of Zhich nine are 
deÀned as North Africa and ÀYe as +orn of Africa. 7hese 
countries stretch from Mauritania in the :est throuJh to 
Somalia in the East.

South African enMo\s a sSecial relationshiS Zith the coun-
tries of the reJion. 7his is eSitomised E\ Moint commissions 
held annually with three countries at Ministerial level (Egypt, 
Morocco� 7unisia�� and an annual %inational &ommission 
at Presidential level with Algeria. North African countries 
represent the largest economies in Africa apart from South 
Africa and Nigeria.

Asia and Australasia
7he P5& has Eecome Africa’s larJest trade Sartner� and 
Africa is noZ one of the P5&’s maMor imSort sources and 
fourth largest investment destination.

7he -ohannesEurJ Summit and the 6th Ministerial &on-
ference of the )2&A& Zere held in -ohannesEurJ from 
3 to 5 'ecemEer 2015. +eads of State and GoYernment� 
+eads of 'eleJation� the &hairSerson of the African 8nion 
(AU) Commission and Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Min-
isters in charge of economic cooperation from China and 
50 African countries attended the summit and ministerial 
conference respectively. The theme of the summit, which 
took Slace in Africa for the Àrst time� Zas: ´Africa-&hina 
ProJressinJ 7oJether: :in-:in &ooSeration for &ommon 
'eYeloSmentµ. 

7he P5& announced 10 Sriorit\ SroJrammes aimed at 
addressinJ three of the Srimar\ Eottlenecks hinderinJ Afri-
ca’s deYeloSment� namel\ the lack of infrastructure� skilled 
personnel and funding.

,nterYentions to address these Eottlenecks include 
industrialisation; agricultural modernisation; infrastructure; 
Ànance� Jreen deYeloSment� trade and inYestment facilita-
tion� SoYert\ eradication and SeoSle’s Zell-EeinJ� SuElic 
health� SeoSle-to-SeoSle and cultural e[chanJes� and Seace 
and security.
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&hina SledJed 8S�60 Eillion� of Zhich South Africa Zill 
receiYe 8S�10 Eillion� for Africa’s infrastructure� industriali-
sation and skills development. The forum is one of the most 
strateJic SartnershiSs EetZeen Africa and its deYeloSment 
partners. 

7he �th Ministerial &onference of )2&A& Zill Ee held in 
the P5& in 201�.

South Africa and Australia have a history of productive 
cooperation across a range of sectors and issues, includ-
inJ Àsheries Srotection� mininJ� laZ enforcement� sSort� 
tourism� education and traininJ >in Àelds such as informa-
tion and communications technoloJ\� SuElic administration� 
mining and resources management], defence relations and 
customs cooperation. 

At Eilateral leYel� South Africa and NeZ =ealand enMo\ 
close cooSeration in Eusiness� tourism� aJriculture� disar-
mament� Àsheries� enYironmental Srotection� indiJenous 
people and human rights issues. 

The Middle East
South Africa’s relationshiS Zith the AraE States remains 
cordial, with ongoing engagements at various political and 
economic leYels that are anchored E\ the strateJic oEMectiYe 
of strenJtheninJ South-South relations. 

South Africa suSSorts Seace EetZeen ,srael and the AraE 
Zorld� Zhich must inYolYe an end to the illeJal occuSation E\ 
,srael of AraE land� namel\ in Palestine� S\ria and /eEanon� 
Zhich has led to conÁict and Yiolence EetZeen the SeoSles 
of the region over the last six decades.

The Americas
7he 8SA is a maMor economic Sartner for South Africa and 
continues to feature high on the list of trade and investment 
Sartners. 7here are aEout 600 comSanies from the 8SA trad-
inJ in South Africa� Zhich SroYide oYer 120 000 local MoEs. 

7hese comSanies contriEute aEout 30� of all corSorate 
social inYestment for corSorate social SroMects.7he 8SA 
is South Africa’s third-larJest tradinJ Sartner and ��� of 
South Africa’s e[Sorts enter the 8SA market dut\-free and 
Tuota-free under the current disSensation of AJoa and the 
Generalised System of Preferences. 

7he AG2A Zas re-authorised in -une 2015 for 10 \ears 
until 2025� Zith South Africa’s inclusion. 7his Zill secure 
continued market access for South African products, includ-
inJ in Yalue-added JeneratinJ sectors such as aJriculture 
and automoEiles.

:hile the 8SA is a siJniÀcant market for South Africa� 
South Africa is the 8SA’s EiJJest market in Africa. 

7he 8SA is an imSortant suSSorter of South Africa’s 
domestic priorities and has made an effort to align its assis-
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tance SroJrammes and SroMects Zith these. 7he 8SA is a 
maMor source of ofÀcial deYeloSment assistance �2'A� to 
South Africa� contriEutinJ aSSro[imatel\ 8S�5�1 million in 
ODA per year. 

The Caribbean
South Africa enMo\s cordial relations Zith the countries of 
the &ariEEean. 7he maMorit\ of inhaEitants of the &ariEEean 
are of African descent and have strong historical and cul-
tural links to the continent. 

South Africa’s endeaYour in conMunction Zith the A8 and 
&aricom to strenJthen cooSeration EetZeen Africa and the 
African 'iasSora in the &ariEEean has JiYen added imSetus 
to Eilateral and multilateral relations.

South Africa attaches importance to strengthening its 
relations Zith the &ariEEean and deYeloSinJ common Sosi-
tions on JloEal issues such as access to the markets of 
the industrial north, reform of international institutions and 
promoting the development agenda and protection of small 
island states.

Europe
Since 1���� EuildinJ on shared Yalues and mutual interests� 
South Africa and the EU have developed a comprehensive 
SartnershiS Eased on the 7rade� 'eYeloSment and &ooSera-
tion Agreement. 

7he SA-(8 relationshiS is Juided E\ the SrinciSle that 
the (8 should suSSort South Africa’s national� reJional and 
African priorities and programmes to eradicate poverty and 
underdevelopment. 

7he (8 is South Africa’s main deYeloSment assistance 
Sartner. 7he third South Africa-(8 dialoJue took Slace on 11 
'ecemEer 2015 in Pretoria. AmonJ other thinJs� the Sarties 
aJreed to Zork in SartnershiS and orJanise Moint side eYents 
in areas of mutual concern and interest.

7he �th South Africa-,reland PartnershiS took Slace in 
,reland-'uElin on 26 NoYemEer 2015. 7he SartnershiS is 
the structured mechanism to manaJe and monitor Eilateral 
relations EetZeen the tZo countries. ,n 2015� South African 
e[Sorts to the (8 amounted to more than 5216 Eillion� of 
which half were manufactured goods.

Benelux countries 
7he %enelu[ countries �%elJium� the Netherlands and /u[-
emEourJ� remain imSortant trade and inYestment Sartners of 
South Africa� and maMor SroYiders of tourism. 7he Nether-
lands is the second-most imSortant source of )', into South 
Africa.

7here has Eeen imSortant trilateral cooSeration Zith the 
Netherlands and %elJium in the Sast in suSSort of Seace and 
securit\ in Africa� inter alia on caSacit\ EuildinJ in the Great 
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/akes 5eJion. Such trilateral cooSeration can Ee further 
expanded in the future. 

7here is a reJular e[chanJe of YieZs EetZeen South Africa 
and %elJium� as Zell as Zith the Netherlands� on the issues 
and comSlicated Srocesses necessar\ to Ànd duraEle solu-
tions to the conÁicts in the reJion. 

South Africa SarticiSated in the 1�th Session of the Assem-
El\ of States Parties  of the ,nternational &riminal &ourt �,&&�� 
Zhich took Slace in 7he +aJue .inJdom of the Netherlands 
from 1� to 26 NoYemEer 2015.

7he AssemEl\ of States Parties is the manaJement oYer-
siJht and leJislatiYe Eod\ of the ,&&.

German-speaking countries
%ilateral relations EetZeen South Africa and the German-
speaking countries cover various issues, including invest-
ment and trade, science and technology, defence, culture, 
the environment, tourism, sport, development cooperation 
and enerJ\� Eut also entail multilateral and trilateral enJaJe-
ments.  

Nordic countries
South Africa enMo\s Jood relations Zith all the Nordic 
countries – Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Swe-
den. Flowing from the strong grassroots support in these 
countries for democratisation in South Africa, relations have 
Eeen estaElished in Yirtuall\ eYer\ Àeld at Eoth SuElic and 
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ofÀcial leYels. 7he scoSe of Nordic deYeloSment cooSeration 
is Eroad and has EeneÀted ciYil societ\ and JoYernment.

Relations in the international arena have seen close 
cooperation on multilateral issues. The Nordic countries 
are strong supporters of NEPAD and are directly involved 
in conÁict resolution and reconstruction SroMects in Africa.

International bodies
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 
%5,&S is the acron\m for a JrouSinJ of ÀYe maMor emerJinJ 
national economies: %ra]il� 5ussia� ,ndia� &hina and South 
Africa. 

India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) 
,%SA is a coalition of the south that has facilitated dialoJue at 
a leYel SreYiousl\ unimaJinaEle. 'eYeloSment cooSeration� 
alonJ Zith the YieZs on tacklinJ socio-economic distress 
and tradinJ amonJ the three nations distinJuishes ,%SA 
from %5,&S. All the ,%SA memEers are democracies and 
can discuss issues Zhich cannot Ee discussed in %5,&S 
summits. 

The forum provides the three countries with a platform 
to enJaJe in discussions for cooSeration in Àelds such as 
agriculture, trade, culture and defence. South Africa partic-
iSated in the ,ndia-Africa Summit held in NeZ 'elhi� ,ndia� 
from 26 to 30 2ctoEer 2015.
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United Nations
7he \ear 2015 marked the �0th AnniYersar\ of the  
formation of the UN and the deadline for the UN Millennium  
Development Goals.

7he 8N occuSies the central and indisSensaEle role Zithin 
the JloEal s\stem of JoYernance. South Africa looks to the 
8N to adYance the JloEal deYeloSment aJenda and address 
under-deYeloSment� social inteJration� full emSlo\ment and 
decent Zork for all and the eradication of SoYert\ JloEall\. 

Through participation in multilateral forums, South Africa 
also uSholds the Eelief that the resolution of international 
conÁicts should Ee Seaceful and in accordance Zith the cen-
trality of the UN Charter and the principles of international 
laZ. South Africa Zas one of the 51 foundinJ memEer of the 
8N in 1��5. Since then� 8N memEershiS has JroZn to 1�3 
states. 

After EeinJ susSended in 1���� oZinJ to international 
opposition to the policy of apartheid, South Africa was read-
mitted to the 8N in 1��� folloZinJ its transition to democ-
rac\. South Africa SarticiSated in the 21st session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention 
on &limate &hanJe �8N)&&&� and the 11th Session of the 
Conference of Parties serving as the Meeting of Parties to 
the .\oto Protocol held from 30 NoYemEer to 11 'ecemEer 
2015 in Paris� )rance.

,n line Zith South Africa’s national interest as an African 
and deYeloSinJ countr\ that Zill reTuire Sost-2020 suSSort� 
South Africa continues to defend the 8N)&&&’s core Srinci-
Sles of eTuit\ and differentiation.

Commonwealth
7he modern &ommonZealth is a Yoluntar\ association of 5� 
indeSendent memEer countries. MemEershiS is diYerse and 
includes Eoth deYeloSed and deYeloSinJ countries in Africa� 
Asia� the Americas� the &ariEEean� (uroSe and the South 
PaciÀc.

Since reMoininJ the &ommonZealth in 1���� South Africa 
has interacted closely with the work of the Commonwealth 
contriEutinJ Soliticall\� Ànanciall\ and in terms of caSacit\ 
and expertise to the work of the organisation. 

Minister Maite Nkoana-MashaEane led the South African 
deleJation at the &ommonZealth +eads of GoYernment 
MeetinJ �&+2GM 2015� held in Malta from 25-2� NoYem-
Eer 2015 under the theme: ´7he &ommonZealth ² AddinJ 
GloEal 9alueµ.

&+2GM 2015 took Slace in the conte[t of seYeral Sromi-
nent international developments and events, namely the 
commemoration on the �0th anniYersar\ of the end of the 
Second :orld :ar and the estaElishment of the 8N.
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Non-Aligned Movement
7he NAM� Zith its 120 memEer states� is the larJest Solitical 
grouping of countries outside the UN, making it an important 
loEE\ JrouS of deYeloSinJ countries in JloEal affairs. 

7he NAM consists of 120 memEer states. South Africa 
formall\ Moined the moYement in 1��� and has Sla\ed a 
leadinJ role in NAM deliEeration and meetinJs eYer since.

Group of Twenty (G20)
South Africa is a memEer of the G20� Zhich consists of 
1� countries� includinJ the (8. G20 memEers haYe Eeen 
meetinJ reJularl\ since 1��� to discuss JloEal economic 
policy coordination. 

7he G20 Zas conceStualised to staEilise and strenJthen 
the JloEal econom\� E\ ErinJinJ toJether the maMor adYanced 
and emerging market economies. These economies together 
reSresent around �5� of JloEal G'P� �0� of JloEal trade 
and tZo-thirds of the Zorld’s SoSulation.

South Africa’s SarticiSation in the G20 is aimed at 
adYancinJ the national aJenda to create a Eetter South 
Africa and contriEute to a Eetter and safer Africa and a Eetter 
world.

7he countr\’s SarticiSation in the G20 is to SroYide strateJic 
foresiJht in estaElishinJ an economic and international 
Solic\ Slatform that Zill driYe and neJotiate the Eest SossiEle 
outcomes for South Africa, Africa and the developing world.

South Africa SarticiSated in the G20 /eaders Summit in 
Antal\a� 7urke\ from 15 to 16 NoYemEer 2015. 7he theme of 
the summit Zas ´,nclusiYeness� ,nYestment and ,mSlemen-
tationµ.  

World Health Organisation (WHO)
South Africa is a memEer of the :+2� Zhose Joal is to Euild 
a Eetter� healthier future for SeoSle all oYer the Zorld. 

New Development Bank (NDB)
7he %5,&S N'% oSened its headTuarters in ShanJhai� 
&hina� on 21 -ul\ 2015� toJether Zith its reJional ofÀce in 
South Africa, the African Regional Centre, and the Contin-
Jent 5eserYe ArranJement� constitute the Àrst formal %5,&S 
Ànancial institutions.

7he SurSose of the N'% is to moEili]e resources for infra-
structure and sustainaEle deYeloSment SroMects in %5,&S 
and other emerging market economies, and developing 
countries to complement the existing efforts of multilateral 
and reJional Ànancial institutions for JloEal JroZth and 
development.
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