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Tourism is a national priority and contributes significantly to 
economic development. The national tourism sector strat-
egy provides a blueprint for the sector to meet the growth 
targets contained in the new growth path. 

The inflow of tourists to South Africa is the result of the 
success of policies aimed at entrenching South Africa’s 
status as a major international tourism and business events 
destination. 

The Tourism Business Index’s quarterly index produced by 
the Tourism Business Council of South Africa indicated that 
revenue per available room in the hotel sector increased by 
7,9% during the first 10 months of 2014. A Statistics South 
Africa (StatsSA) report has found that the total income for 
the South Africa tourist accommodation industry, which 
includes restaurant and bar sales, grew by 7%.

In May 2015, there were 1 202 795 foreign arrivals to 
South Africa. The arrivals were made up of 89 257 non-
visitors and 1 113 538 visitors. The visitors consisted of 428 
131 same-day visitors and 685 407 overnight visitors. The 
breakdown of the tourists by region was as follows: 138 258 
from overseas; 533 361 from the Southern African Devel-
opment Community countries; 12 594 from other African 
countries and the country of residence of 1 194 tourists was 
classified as unspecified.

Role players
South African Tourism (SAT)
Business tourism has also increased, especially since the 
establishment of the country’s first South African National 
Convention Bureau as a business unit under SAT. 

Given the strong growth potential in Africa, SAT was 
allocated R300 million to expand its marketing presence on 
the continent, which will include the opening of another four 
offices in the next few years. 

SAT’s Sho’t Left marketing campaign for domestic tourists 
is already delivering results and will be bolstered by another 
R100 million in secured ring-fenced investment in 2015/16. 

The “It’s Here, Vaya Mzansi” campaign is an industry-wide 
project that relies on collaboration and partnership from the 
wider industry for success and to grow domestic leisure 
travel to meet targets. SAT partnered with more than 50 
tourism companies in South Africa to create discount vouch-
ers ranging from tour-operator services, accommodation 
and experiences including wine tastings, canopy tours and 
hiking. 
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effectively deliver the destination marketing message with a 
wider reach than ever before. 

development and sustainability of small tourism businesses. 
This is achieved through a number of products and services 

interventions is provided by the NDT as well as the Business 

Tourism Indaba 

The Tourism Indaba that takes place in Durban annually 

one of the top three events of its kind in the world. For two 

travel and tourism show. This award was presented by the 

ism products and attracts international visitors and media 
from across the world.

Meetings Africa

Tourism Grading Council of South Africa 

establishments. 
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Tourism in the provinces
Western Cape

region. 
The tourism industry in the province has grown faster and 

created more jobs than any other industry. 

lion to the provincial economy.

Key attractions 

The Nelson Mandela Gateway to Robben Island is 

artefacts.

wards. 
Jazz is big in Cape Town. From traditional blues through 

the Western Cape is the annual Cape Town International 
Jazz Festival.

Garden Route
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and livestock across the Breede River. This popular route 

Key attractions

Great Brak River offers a historic village with many 

The Point in Mossel Bay is popular among surfers and its 
natural pool formed by rock is also a favourite swimming 
spot at low tide. 

possibly the only building in the Western Cape to have 
Batavian wooden gutters and down pipes. 

Little Karoo

entirely by water. Its vegetation ranges from lush greenery 

the veld. Gorges feature rivers that cut through towering 

Key attractions

and De Rust areas. 
The Swartberg Nature Reserve and Pass with their gravel 
roads are also worth a visit. 

Festival) is held in Oudtshoorn annually. 
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Northern Cape

site and mined manually by prospectors.

Key attractions

Boer War.

San paintings that may be viewed by appointment.

territory on camels.

tracts of desert.

National Park. It is managed jointly by the local Nama 

198

TOURISM
Pocket Guide to South Africa 2014/15

198

Pocket Guide 2014-15 PAGES (22 Nov 2015).indd   198 2015/11/22   10:27 PM



199199199

has been converted into a restaurant.
Hanover is known for its handmade shoes and articles 
made mostly from sheepskin and leather.

Free State

Key attractions

The city also hosts an annual rose festival. 

calendar. One of the annual events not to be missed is 

women and children who died in concentration camps 

Between the dam and Bethulie is the Gariep Dam Nature 
Reserve. 
Clocolan is known for the beauty of its cherry trees when 
they are in full bloom in spring. San rock paintings and 
engravings are also found in the area.

is believed to be the smallest Roman Catholic church in 
the world. 

and World War I. Of particular interest is a memorial for 
the Scots Guards and Grenadier Guards.
The Golden Gate Highlands National Park outside Clarens 
has beautiful sandstone rock formations.

and largest meteorite impact site in the world. It was 
formed about two billion years ago when a giant meteorite 
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Eastern Cape

Key attractions

ing erosion. 

Mountain Zebra and Mkambati parks.

out to sea. 
Southern right and humpback whales and their calves are 

dolphins are often seen close to shore.

Limpopo
The Limpopo landscape is made up of dramatic contrasts 

facilities.

Key attractions
The Marakele National Park is home to some rare yellow

Cape vultures. It is also a leader in the conservation of the 
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eros.

Big Five. 

North West
North West has several cultural villages that entertain and 
attract visitors. 

Key attractions

Mahikeng Museum.
The Groot Marico region is known as mampoer country 

The Ottosdal Night Race is organised in conjunction with 

Mpumalanga
The climate and topography vary from cool highland grass

province.
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Key attractions

Stopforth House. The only known verdite deposits in the 
world are found in the rocks of the Barberton district. The 
annual Diggers Festival is held in September every year.

bikers. The Cultural Historical Forestry Museum depicts 

and Mac Mac pools and falls just outside Sabie are well 
worth a visit. 

dile River cascades 12 m into a series of rock pools. 
It is also the starting point of the annual Lowveld Croco

The region also holds rich historical sentiments centred on 
the monument of the late Mozambican President Samora 

Gauteng

from all walks of life.

Key attractions
Natural areas include the Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve 

ter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (in Roodepoort); and the 

Freedom Park in Pretoria; as well as the Tswaing Crater 
Trail.
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The Constitution Hill Precinct is set to become one of 

artefacts.
The Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory opened its doors 
to the public following the death of former President Nel

the setting for the presidential inauguration of former 

Freedom Day. 

Mandela was unveiled at the Union Buildings. 
The National Zoological Gardens in Pretoria is considered 

found.
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KwaZulu-Natal

Key attractions

the Municipal Botanical Garden. Besides the botanical 

a playground for children.

Comrades Marathon between Durban and Pietermaritz

indigenous forests and commercial plantations. The forest 
is home to several antelope species and a huge variety 
of birds. 
St Lucia and its surroundings comprises the iSimangaliso 

lake offer opportunities for crocodile and hippo sightings. 

cheetah and wild dogs.

The Midlands Meander is a scenic drive between Hilton 

variety of antelope species and waterfowl.
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