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The Department of Arts and Culture is the custodian of 
South Africa’s diverse cultural, artistic and linguistic herit-
age. It is directly responsible for several public entities, 
including museums, art galleries, the National Archives 
and six playhouses.
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A large proportion of the department’s budget is dedicated to 
supporting and developing institutional infrastructure to show-
case, restore and preserve South Africa’s heritage for future 
generations.

Arts and culture initiatives
Investing in Culture
Investing in Culture is the department’s flagship programme to 
eradicate poverty, providing the necessary skills to enable people 
to assume greater responsibility for their future.

The Investing in Culture Programme aims to provide access to 
skills and markets as a tool for urban regeneration, rural develop-
ment and job creation.

Since 2005, through this programme, the Department of Arts 
and Culture has funded and supported 394 projects totalling  
R200 million. The programme created 7 374 jobs and training 
opportunities, of whom 45% of the beneficiaries were women, 
39% youth and 4% were people with disabilities. 

Three of the department’s Investing in Culture projects have 
won the Sowetan-Old Mutual Community Builder of the Year 
Awards. The projects are the Ndhengeza Xizambani Community 

National Coat of Arms

South Africa’s coat of arms was adopted in 2000.
Symbolism
Rising sun: a life-giving force
Protea: beauty and the flowering of the nation
Ears of wheat: fertility of the land
Elephant tusks: wisdom, steadfastness and strength
Knobkierie and spear: defence of peace
Drum: love of culture
 The motto, !Ke e:/xarra//ke, written in the Khoisan language of the 
!Xam people, means “diverse people unite”.
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Project, Kopanang Community Project and Tinghwazi Arts and 
Crafts, based at rural communities in the Mopani District Munici-
pality, Limpopo.

Other initiatives include:

Legacy projects
Monuments, museums, plaques, outdoor art, heritage trails and 
other symbolic representations create visible reminders of, and 
commemorate, the many aspects of South Africa’s past.

Government has initiated several national legacy projects to 
establish commemorative symbols of South Africa’s history and 
celebrate its heritage.

The legacy projects include the:

Memorial

The Minister of Arts and Culture, Dr Pallo Jordan, hosted 
the launch of the Timbuktu Script and Scholarship Exhi-

exhibition is an integral part of the South Africa-Mali 
Project. The exhibition, co-hosted by the Department of 
Arts and Culture and the Iziko Museums of Cape Town, highlighted the 
heritage value of the manuscripts, especially in their conservation.

i
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Maputo, Mozambique; the rehabilitation and development of the 
Lock Street women’s prison in East London into a museum; the 
development of the former apartheid state security site Vlakplaas 
into a heritage memorial site; and the OR Tambo Memorial Project 
in Bizana in the Eastern Cape.

Arts and culture organisations
The following organisations play an active role in preserving and
promoting South Africa’s arts and culture:

Company in Durban, Artscape in Cape Town, Market Theatre 

Cultural industries
The Cultural Industries Growth Strategy capitalises on the 
economic potential of the craft, music, film, publishing and design 
industries.

The Department of Arts and Culture provides support in the form 
of financing, management capacity, advocacy and networking by 

The 14th annual South African Music Awards ceremony 

Macheri

   Acceptance Speech
Postmodern World

Macheri
Maputo Song.

i
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developing public-private partnerships and other initiatives that 
use culture as a tool for urban regeneration.

the fifth-largest economic sector, comprising design, performing 
arts, dance, film, television, multimedia, cultural heritage, cultural 
tourism, visual arts, crafts, music and publishing.

Cultural tourism
Cultural festivals, African-cuisine projects, cultural villages, herit-
age routes and story-telling are areas that can benefit from South 
Africa’s booming tourism industry.

Arts festivals
The Department of Arts and Culture provides financial support to 
various arts and culture festivals.

-
stown, Eastern Cape, is one of the largest and most diverse arts 
gatherings in Africa.

In 2009 and 2010, the festival will be extended to cater for 
soccer fans visiting the Eastern Cape for the Confederations Cup 

Other major festivals are held in Oudtshoorn, Johannesburg, 
Durban, Cape Town, Potchefstroom and Bloemfontein.

Theatre
South African theatre is internationally acclaimed as being unique 
and of top quality.

The theatre scene in South Africa is vibrant, with many active 
spaces across the country offering everything from indigenous 

-
way hits, classical music, opera and ballet.

Ambassador, Miriam Makeba, passed away 
after performing in Rome. “Mama Afrika” was 
one of the country’s biggest singing talents and      
apartheid pioneers.

i
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Music
-

enced African and world music for decades, gospel and kwaito 
are the most popular and most recorded styles today.

Kwaito combines elements of rap, reggae, hip-hop and other 
styles into a distinctly South African sound.

Orchestras

Gauteng orchestras as well as the Cape Town Jazz Orchestra.
 
Dance
Contemporary work ranges from normal preconceptions of 
movement and performance art or performance theatre, to the 
completely unconventional. Added to this is the African experi-
ence, which includes traditional dance inspired by wedding cere-
monies, battles, rituals and everyday life.

platform for all kinds of dance and movement groups, while the 

showcase for new work.
The Cape Town City Ballet is the oldest ballet company in the 

country.

Visual arts
South Africa has a range of art galleries that showcase collections 
of indigenous, historical and contemporary works.

of national interest. These include, among other things, collec-

i
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-

The Department of Arts and Culture is supporting women in the 

excellence in this field. There was also an exhibition by women 
at Museum Africa.

The Department of Arts and Culture will be embark-
ing on a audit of the visual arts sector to identify areas 
for skills training, job creation and policy development.  
 The Visual Century Project, conceived by the South African-
born CEO of the National Arts Gallery in Oslo, Norway, is under-
taking research on the visual arts in South Africa over the last 
century. The project will involve exhibitions at all major galleries, 
publications and documentary films.

Crafts
According to the Department of Trade and Industry, South Afri-
ca’s craft subsector alone contributes about R2 billion or 0,14% 
to South Africa’s gross domestic product annually, providing 

small enterprises. 
 The South African craft sector is developing in leaps and 
bounds, clearly defining its positioning as an important second 
economy. Its growth areas largely create jobs and opportunities 
for rural and inner-city urban women in South Africa.

female artists in the world, returned to South Africa, her 
birth country, with an exhibition portraying her life’s 
work. The exhibition, called Intimate Relations, was her 

with excerpts from letters, documents and photographs collected by 
Dumas.

She also produced works specifically for the exhibition. She is also 
a writer, commenting on art, culture and politics.

i
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The Annual Beautiful Things Craft Supermarket continues to 
provide market access for this young industry. The Department 
of Arts and Culture Craft Emporium and retail outlets will provide 
yet another platform for craft development. 

Film

by the Department of Trade and Industry.
South Africa offers foreign producers world-class film facilita-

tion, logistics, talent and administration-management services.
Television production accounts for more than a third of total 

demand for programming.

the film and video industry in South Africa. It is also involved in 
the development of projects that appeal to targeted audiences and 
have greater commercial returns. The foundation disburses grants 
for developing and producing feature films, short films, televi-
sion series, documentaries and animation projects, as well as 
bursaries for students from other countries. This ensures a South 
African presence at major local and international film markets, 
festivals and exhibitions.

Music for their album African Spirit.
The Grammy Awards ceremony took place at the 

its establishment in 2002, the Soweto Gospel Choir has performed 

and Singapore, becoming an international, multi-award-winning  
sensation.

It was again nominated for the 2009 Grammy Awards.

Award for the best traditional world musc album.

i
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Literature
South Africa has a rich and vibrant literary heritage and its writers 
are recognised and celebrated over the world. South Africa is the 
only country in sub-saharan Africa to boast two laureates for liter-
ature, namely JM Coetzee and Nadine Gordimer.

The net turnover of the book sector was estimated at about  
R5 billion in 2007. This included about R3,2 billion earned through 

The new pop culture in poetry, often referred to as “spoken- 
word poetry”, is one of the most celebrated art forms through-
out the country and beyond. Poets such as Lesego Rampolokeng, 
Lebogang Mashile, Kgafela oa Magogodi, Blaq Pearl, Jessica 
Mbangeni and Mark Manaka are household names in the genre. 
There are regular platforms created to give these poets opportu-
nities to hone their skills.

The current generation of writers is also making its mark on 

and the late K Sello Duiker having their novels translated into 
languages such as Dutch, German and Spanish. The young-
est winner of the Noma Award, the most coveted literary award 
on the continent, is Lebogang Mashile, a vibrant South African 

debuted with Spud in 2005, a novel that sold more than 130 000 
copies in less than three years, thus breaking all records for a 
South African novel.

The Department of Arts and Culture has launched the Indig-
enous Literature Publishing Project, aimed at producing a series 
of publications in different languages, by writers from different 
backgrounds across South Africa. This project aims to stimulate 
the growth and development of literature in indigenous languages 
and generate new readerships. 

with republishing out-of-print African-language classics by 
exploring the creation of partnerships with private companies.
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Museums
More than 300 of the approximately 1 000 museums in Africa are 
in South Africa. The Department of Arts and Culture subsidises 
most museums, which are otherwise autonomous.

The department pays an annual subsidy to 13 national 
museums, ensuring the preservation of artefacts and collections 
that are important to all South Africans. 

National Library of South Africa 
The Minister of Arts and Culture, Dr Pallo Jordan, unveiled the 

R300 million was spent on the new building, which seats 1 300. 
The building covers 33 000m 2.

Natal.

predominantly from South Africa and elsewhere on the African conti-
nent, the festival provided a stimulating platform for dialogue and 
exchange between writers, and an opportunity for the public to gain 
insight into the creative processes and perspectives, which inform 
their writing.

i
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National anthem

The national anthem is a combined version of Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika 
(God bless Africa) and The Call of South Africa (Die Stem).

Nkosi sikelel’ i Afrika
Maluphakanyisw’ uphondo lwayo,
Yizwa imithandazo yethu,
Nkosi sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo.

Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso,
O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho,
O se boloke, 
O se boloke setjhaba
sa heso, 
Setjhaba sa South Afrika –
South Afrika.

Uit die blou van onse hemel,
Uit die diepte van ons see,
Oor ons ewige gebergtes,
Waar die kranse antwoord gee.

Sounds the call to come together,
And united we shall stand,
Let us live and strive for freedom,
In South Africa our land.
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National symbols

South Africa’s national symbols are:

National animal:
Springbok

National flower:
King Protea

National bird:
Blue Crane

National tree:
Real Yellowwood

National fish:
Galjoen

National orders

South Africa’s national orders are:

The Order of
the Baobab

The Order of
Luthuli

The Order of
Mapungubwe

The Order of Mendi for
Bravery

The Order of the
Companions of OR Tambo

The Order of
Ikhamanga


