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For more information about similar 
programmes that are run across the 
country, contact one of the following 

provincial offices:

EASTERN CAPE
Ndlelantle Pinyana
043 722 2602 or 076 142 8606
ndlelantle@gcis.gov.za

FREE STATE
Yolisa Blom
051 448 4506 or 072 130 9893
yolisa@gcis.gov.za

GAUTENG
Peter Gumede
011 331 0164 or 083 570 8080
peterg@gcis.gov.za

KWAZULU-NATAL
Ndala Mngadi
031 301 6787 or 082 877 9420
ndala@gcis.gov.za
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CONTACT DETAILS OF THE GCIS
PROVINCIAL OFFICES The rise of Artificial Intelligence

By Lilly Mohlosana; GCIS, North West

PRIORITY 1: DRIVE INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND JOB CREATION.

On 23 October 2025, the Government Communication and Information 
System (GCIS), invited learners from the Rustenburg Orbit Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) College to the Group of Twenty 
(G20) Artificial Intelligence (AI) Vuk Talks Seminar.

GCIS partnered with the National Electronic Media Institution of South Africa 
(NEMISA), the Film and Publication Board (FBP), the Independent Electoral 
Commission of South Africa, the Department of Economic Development, 
Environment, Conservation and Tourism, the Mafikeng Digital Innovation 
Hub and Harambee.

NEMISA opened the seminar with a presentation on the online courses they 
offer to students who want to expand their knowledge in AI, and explained 
the application process for these courses. Mr Sisonke Seti from FBP explained 

the negative aspects of social media and how AI plays a significant role in 
creating false videos that could harm the digital footprint of the learners. He 
explained further on online bullying and how this is a criminal offence. He 
said, “The internet does not delete, so think before you post.”

Mr Letlhogonolo Seane from the Mafikeng Digital Innovation Hub encouraged 
the students to seek opportunities to upskill continuously. He said, “I 
am a qualified AI Engineer. AI and robotics are the future; everyone and 
businesses are looking for ways to make their lives easier, and that’s where 
we come in.” Harambee is a youth organisation that helps students register 
for employment with different organisations, said Ms Sbonga Gumede. The 
seminar ended with a G20 quiz facilitated by Ms Lilly Mohlosana, who gave 
out G20 pens and cups to those who answered the questions correctly.

Mr Letlhogonolo Seane from Mafikeng Innovation Hub, explaining the 
difference between AI and robotics.

Mr Sisonke Seti from FBP, engaging learners on the dangers of AI in 
relation to social media.



 LIMPOPO
Thanyani Ravhura
015 291 4689 or 082 421 3461
thanyani@gcis.gov.za

 MPUMALANGA
Poppy Maluka (Acting)
013 753 2397 or 071 606 3998
poppy@gcis.gov.za

 NORTH WEST
Boitumelo Mosadi
018 381 7071 or 073 245 0906
boitumelom@gcis.gov.za

 NORTHERN CAPE
Ofentse Moeti
053 832 1378/9 or 084 390 4330
Ofentse@gcis.gov.za

 WESTERN CAPE
Geraldine Thopps
021 418 0533/2307 or 081 281 2200
Geraldine@gcis.gov.za
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Mr Eugene Mametse of Vuk Talks, outlining the day's purpose.Ms Sbonga Gumede from Harambee is speaking to TVET students about 
how the organisation helps youth find jobs.

Ms Ponatshego Malope:
“I look forward to seeing how 
women in AI shape the world to be 

a better place.”

Mr Katlego Tau:
“I really enjoyed and learnt so 

much about the G20.”



On 9 October 2025, as part of Transport Month awareness activities, the ZF Mgcawu District office 
of the Government Communication and Information System (GCIS), together with the South African 
Police Service's (SAPS) K9 unit in Kanoneiland, Upington, conducted a roadblock on the N14 just 
outside Kanoneiland. The roadblock, which formed part of Transport Month's road safety awareness 
programmes, saw stakeholders reminding motorists of the importance of road rules.

During the roadblock, motorists were informed about the importance of road safety in saving lives, and 
anti-corruption pamphlets were distributed.

Officers also searched vehicles for illegal firearms, drug trafficking, stolen items and unlicensed motor 
vehicles. A total of 114 cars, 277 persons, 84 pieces of hand luggage were searched, and 84 pamphlets 

were distributed, while fines to the value of R2600 00 were issued for driving without a licence/
unlicensed vehicle.

October is annually celebrated as Transport Month. At its inception, the focus of Transport Month was 
a call to action for members of the public to use public transport to address traffic congestion. Over the 
years, the month has evolved into a campaign that demonstrates service delivery across all modes of 
transport and a sector that creates job opportunities.

The roadblock was just one of several awareness activities to be held as part of Transport Month.

PRIORITY 3: BUILD A CAPABLE, ETHICAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL STATE.

GCIS raises awareness on Transport Month
By Lecrecia Prins and Phumla Matole; GCIS, Northern Cape
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A SAPS official issuing a traffic ticket to a 
motorist during a roadblock.

SAPS officials checking the validity of drivers' 
documents.

GCIS and SAPS officials distributing anti-
corruption leaflets to motorists.

K9 unit members and SAPS searching vehicles 
for illegal goods and firearms.



Breaking barriers: Men and women unite for Cancer Awareness
By Tshidi Mokoka; GCIS, Gauteng

PRIORITY 3: BUILD A CAPABLE, ETHICAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL STATE.

The Government Communication and Information System, in partnership 
with the Tarlton Stakeholders Forum, hosted a Cancer Awareness Month 
programme on 17 October 2025, at the Nelson Mandela Community Hall in 
Tarlton. The event focused on breast and prostate cancer, with experts and 
survivors sharing information on prevention, detection and treatment.

Representatives from Tarlton Clinic emphasised the importance of regular 
testing, particularly for men aged fifty and above. "The process of testing 
involves taking blood samples, and if cancer is detected, treatment can begin 
promptly," said Mr Paul Mokemane from Tarlton Clinic. Common signs of 
prostate cancer include blood in urine, frequent urination and pain during 
sexual intercourse. Due to the severity of stage 4 cancer, Mr Mokemane 
stressed the importance of early detection to help fight the disease.

A candlelight ceremony honoured those who had succumbed to cancer 
and those still fighting it. A breast cancer survivor, Ms Lucy Legodi, shared 
her inspirational story, encouraging women to prioritise their health and to 
support each other.  Her story highlighted the importance of early detection 
and self-examination. The event concluded with a call to action, encouraging 
attendees to prioritise their health, adopt healthy lifestyles, and support one 
another in the fight against cancer.

Other stakeholders included the Gauteng Department of Community Safety, 
Lifeline Westrand, and Mogale City Local Municipality.

Nurse Elizabeth Radebe said:
“As a nurse, my job is to promote healthy 
living and encourage people to make use of 
their health facilities to seek assistance when 
their health is failing them. There are many 
instances where people ignore the signs of 
cancer to their detriment. Our message today 
is that cancer can be beaten if it is caught early 

and treatment is administered.”

Ms Lisbeth Phindane said:
“My plea to women today is that they take 
their health seriously. It is important to go for 
tests or pap smears that are offered for free at 

health facilities.”
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Sister Lisa Jansen from Tarlton Clinic, provides community members 
with information about the services offered to cancer patients.

Stakeholders and members of the community raised their lights during 
the candlelight ceremony in remembrance of cancer survivors and those 

who succumbed to the disease.



The Umzinyathi District Water Summit, officiated by the Minister of Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs, Mr Velenkosini Hlabisa, produced short- and long-term plans to address the water 
challenges in Umzinyathi.  The short-term plan will include installing boreholes in every ward across 
Umzinyathi District. A proper indigent register will also be put in place to ensure that water services 
are paid for by those who can afford to pay. The Water Summit was held at the Battlefield Country Club 
on 16 to 17 October 2025.

The long-term plans include reviewing the Umzinyathi Water Master Plan to identify the most urgent 
issues that require immediate attention and to guide future interventions. Umzinyathi Mayor, Cllr 
Thembisile Mchunu, expressed profound gratitude to Minister Hlabisa for dedicating his two days to 

engage with them to find lasting solutions to the district's water challenges. She further stated that 
there is renewed hope, as the district has now secured a funded budget after a long time. "We believe 
that the new approach of allocating part of the budget per ward will yield positive outcomes. Each 
ward will be allocated R800 000, which will be enough to install at least one borehole per ward,” said 
Cllr Mchunu.

The summit concluded with the signing of a pledge in which all government sectors, water entities, 
and local municipalities agreed to work with Umzinyathi District Municipality to win the battle against 
the water crisis.

PRIORITY 3: BUILD A CAPABLE, ETHICAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL STATE.

UMzinyathi Water Summit a huge success
By Thandinkosi Zulu; GCIS, KwaZulu-Natal
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UMzinyathi District Water Summit at Battlefield Country Club Resort.


