
Government continues to
improve the lives of all
South Africans, especially
the poor. These are
summaries of reports given
by Ministers in Parliament.

Housing
� By March 2002, the National

Housing Subsidy Programme had
included the following since 1994:
� the approval of more than 

1,4 million housing subsidies
� the construction of more than

1,3 million housing units
� Gove rnment investment of 

more than R18 billion.

Access to water
� Between 1994 and April 2002,

R5 268 million was spent, providing
clean running water to           7,2
million people.

� This financial year a further one mil-
lion South Africans in rural areas will
gain access to clean water and a
record 1,4 million     will be provided
with adequate sanitation.

� By 1 July 2002, 27 million people,
76,5% of which have access to
water infrastructure, benefited from
government’s free basic water    pol-
icy.

Access to electricity
� The Integrated National

Electrification Programme made a

total of 336 858 connections in
2001, of which 141 707 were in rural
areas, and 195 191 in urban areas.
This exceeded the target of 300 000
connections.

Education
� The matric pass rate was below

50% only four years ago – in 2001 it
increased to above 60% for the first
time, as a result of work by teach-
ers, parents and students.

� The number of schools which
recorded a 0-20% pass rate has
decreased from 1 000 to under 500
in the space of one year.

Social development 
� From June 2002, a total of 2 103

875 children are receiving one of the
three types of social grants. The
majority, about 1,9 million  children,

are receiving the Child Suppor t
Grant.

Communications
� Over 2,5 million new telephone lines

have been installed since 1997, 1,4
million of which were installed in his-
torically under-serviced areas.
Approximately 2 700 villages were
connected for the first time. Though
there are problems of disconnec-
tions in some areas, since 1994
some nine million South Africans
have gained access to cell-phones.

� In the 2001/02 financial year, 100
Public Internet Terminals were
launched country-wide. Some 200
more will be rolled out in 2002/03 for
communication and government
services through information tech-
nology.

CONTINUES ON PAGE TWO...

Service delivery update

IMBIZO

Lend a hand to ensure our
children’s right to a 
better life!
The President’s call in February’s State
of the Nation Address to register all chil-
dren eligible for Child Support Grants by
2005 has been taken by up by govern-
ment and its partners from business
and civil society in the spirit of letsema.

Between April and June, another 300
000 new child beneficiaries were regis -
tered for grants, mostly the Child
Support Grant.This was in part the
result of a special effort during Child
Protection Week (27 May to 2 June).

By September 2002, over
2,21 million children were
receiving grants, including
the Child Social Grant, Care
Dependency and Foster
Care Grants.
Government and its partners have laid
the basis for stepping up the campaign,
and to register many more children dur-
ing October.

October is a month which is dedicat-
ed to the rights of children and which
includes the Imbizo National Focus

Week and the President’s Imbizo visit
to Gauteng.It is a month in which
South Africans from all walks of life are
called on to enlist as volunteers in the
campaign to register all children who
are eligible for social gra nts.

The response to the President’s call
has come from religious leaders united
under the banner of the Mora l
Regeneration Summit and from bu si-
ness leaders and the media, including
Johnnic Publishing, Cell C, Sowe tan,
SABC, Kaya FM, Y-FM, Soul City and
AC CES.Organised labour as well as
many non-gove rnmental organisations
and community-based organisations
are part of the campaign.

To apply for registration, you m u st
contact the nearest gove rnment office

for info rmation. You must have a va lid
identity document and a birth cert ifi-
cate.

As part of government’s commitment,
the Minister of Social Development, Dr
Zola Skweyiya, is emphasizing the
theme of Children First / Abantwana
Kuqala in 2002/03.

Many challenges lie ahead, especial-
ly with regard to children with disabili-
ties and orphans accessing their grants.

During October, we are called on, as
individuals and communities, through
Imbizo, to Lend a Hand for a Better Life
for Children and, accelerate the regis-
tration of children entitled to grants.
Know your rights, and access opportu-
nities offered by democracy!

Social grants 
registration campaign

October is a month which
is dedicated to the rights

of children and which
includes the Imbizo

National Focus Week and
the President’s Imbizo

visit to Gauteng.
The 2002/03 financial year has been declared the year of 
Children First / Abantwana Kuqala by the Minister of Social Development
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Land restitution
� At the end of March 2002, the

Commission on the Restitution of
Land Rights had settled 29 877
claims out of a total of 68 878 that
had been lodged.Altogether 332
243 individuals representing 62 245
households have benefited from a
total of 430 988 hectares.

Crime fighting
� During 2001/02, 100 crime syndicate

leaders were arrested and 230
organised crime groupings were bro-
ke n.

� Crime statistics released in
December 2001 indicated that
serious crime had stabilised in 100
out of 145 police precincts where

more than 50% of serious cri mes
occur.By March 2002, eight more
police station areas were brought
under control.

Health
� South Africa will soon achieve polio-

free status.A subregional
Certification Committee for a Po lio-
Free Initiative was launched in Apri l
with Lesotho and Swaziland, to
ensure compliance with all the
requirements to reach polio-free sta-
tus by 2005.

� In the campaign against mother-to-
child transmission of HIV, clinics and
hospitals grouped as 18 research
sites had seen more than 100 000
pregnant women by June 2002.

About two-thirds elected to take an
HIV test and about 10 000 of those
who tested positive were prov ided
with Nev irapine.

� The pri mary school feeding scheme
reaches 4,7 million children at 15
000 schools and has sustained this
level of delive ry for more than eight
ye ars.

Integrated Sustainabl e
Rural Dev elopment
Programme
� Over 120 projects wo rth R3,7 billion

were identified using Interi m
Integrated Development Plans
through consultative wo rkshops at
the end of 2001.Twe nty-two projects

wo rth R584 million were pri oritised
for 2002/03, of which 48% are cur-
rently being implemented while 52%
are in the planning stages.

� The Department of Provincial and
Local Gove rnment is investing an
ex tra R700 million of infra structure
funding this year rising to R2 billion
in 2004/05 in the ru ral and urban
nodes.

� The Department of Labour has pri-
oritised R18 million for skills deve l-
opment in support of the nodes.

Municipal structure 
investment
� Since it started, the Consolidated

Municipal Infra structure Inve stment
Programme has spent R3,8 billion to
provide infra structure for serv ices
such as water and roads to approx i-
mately 12 million poor households.

Community-based Publ ic
Works Pro gramme
(CBPWP)
� In 2001/02, the CBPWP Progra mme

created 25 124 short -term employ-
ment opportunities - 10 627 fo r
women, 10 300 for youth and 527 fo r
people with disabilities.

� In terms of Black Economic
Empowe rment, 85% of contra ctors
in the CBPWP are emerging, histori-
cally disadvantaged entrepreneurs.

In the past year, Government has provided millions of people with 
basic services such as water and electricity

What has government done
to intensify the campaign?
With each month the campaign to pre-
vent HIV infection and to deal with its
consequences gr ows from strength to
strength. In April 2002, gove rnment
launched the Campaign of Hope, calling
on all sectors of society to join hands in
intensifying the campaign.

This updates what has been done
since and what is being planned as we
implement our five -year strategic plan,
one of the best in the wo rld and the
most comprehensive in Afri ca.

What is government doing to
step up prev ention?
Since there is no known cure for AIDS,
preventing HIV infection is      cri tical.

Each of us must exercise our individ-
ual and collective responsibility to take
care of our own live s.Promoting publ ic
awareness and the life skills and
HIV/AIDS education programme are
therefore the core of the effo rts to pre-
vent transmission of HIV.

Though the high level of awa reness
about HIV/AIDS in South Africa – (ove r
90%) is beginning to translate into
behavioural change especially among
the youth, the awareness campaign is
being intensified.

The latest annual survey of pregnant
women receiving care in the publ ic
health sector indicated HIV preva lence

amongst those less than 20 years old
declining for the third ye ar.

A new phase of the awareness cam-
paign started in September 2002, join-
ing gove rnment with partners such as
love Life, and focusing on youth preve n-
tion, support for orphans and vulnera-
ble children and living positive ly.
Gove rnment is providing R98 million fo r
this new effo rt to change life styles.

What about prevention 
of mother- to-child
transmission (PMTCT) ?
The PMTCT research programme  con-
tinues.

By the end of June 2002, over 101
202 women had visited the fa cilities
attached to the 18 PMTCT research
sites, with 63 217 accepting vo luntary
counselling and testing, 17 274 of
whom tested HIV- positive. N evirapine
was dispensed to 6 947 babies who
have already been born to wo men
recruited in the progra mme.

Fo llowing the ruling of the
Constitutional Court, all provinces have
been provided with guidelines for the
implementation of the PMTCT
package.

Provinces will expand the serv ices
according to their diffe ring capacities,
monitored by national gove rnment.
Training is in progress on the basis of
the provincial roll-out plans.

Has the pack age of support
for surv ivors of rape been
introduced?
The aim is to provide a comprehensive
package of support for surv ivors of sex u-
al assault, including counselling on the
risks of using anti-retrov irals as preve n-
tive dru gs.This is to ensure that they
can make an info rmed choice and
receive the anti-retrov irals if they should
decide to.

The relevant protocols were deve l-
oped and distri buted by May 2002 to
provinces, and they have started with
implementation. Additional funding is
being sought to cover the training, dru g
and HIV-test requirements of the
Programme for prov inces.

What about treatment ?
The quality of life of those infected with
HIV is a major concern of gove rnment.
Their health can be improved gr eatly
through the effe ctive treatment and man-
agement of opportunistic infe ctions.

That is why it is important for people
to know their HIV status.The pro-
gramme to provide vo luntary HIV coun-
selling and testing (VCT) was started in
2000 – by the middle of 2002, 691 V CT
sites were opera tional. The number is
still gr owing.

Treatment for opportunistic infe ctions
is ava ilable at public health care fa cilities
irrespective of the person’s HIV- status,
as a routine part of health serv ice.
Gove rnment continues to wo rk with
pharmaceutical companies to lower the
cost of drugs to treat these infe ctions.

TB, a major cause of death among
those with HIV infection, is cura ble and
the treatment is free and ava ilable.

To further enhance this progra mme,
the Department is continuing with the
training of health care wo rkers on the
management of opportunistic infe ctions.
As part of the Diflucan Pa rtnership
Programme between the Department of
Health, the pharmaceutical company
Pfizer and IAPAC (the training part ner),
about one million tablets of Diflucan
(Fluconazole) were processed by Ju ly
2002. Diflucan is provided free of charge
in over 300 public fa cilities.Some 7 800
health care wo rkers have received tra in-
ing as part of the progra mme.

What about anti-retrov iral
treatments?
Anti-retroviral treatments can help
improve the condition of people living
with AIDS if administered at cert ain
stages in the progression of the condi-
tion, and in accordance with intern ation-
al standards.

Howeve r, these drugs are too costly
for universal access and they can cause
harm if incorrectly used and if the health
systems are inadequate.Despite these
challenges, Gove rnment is active ly
engaged in addressing these issues.
Gove rnment continues to wo rk for the
lowe ring of the cost of these dru gs, to
intensify the campaign to ensure that
patients observe treatment advice give n
to them by doctors and to strengthen the
health system.

Gove rnment has in consultation with 

Lend a hand in 
the fight against HIV/AIDS
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A new agenda for practical
action
We are proud as South Africans that
we were able to host one of the largest
gatherings of the United Nations (UN)
and the wo rld’s peoples.The aims of
the WSSD are ve ry relevant to our ow n
programme of reconstruction and
deve lopment.

Representatives of nearly 200 coun-
tries grappled with complex and difficult
issues.Not eve rything that eve ryo ne
wanted was possibl e.But at the end
there was agreement on a new agenda
for practical action:to end pove rty and
protect the env ironment.

Some of our own progra mmes
already surpass targets and time
frames set by the Jo’burg Summit. B ut
our own reality of stark pove rty and
inequality demands that we intensify all
our progra mmes.The momentum of

the Summit will help us do so.

Making it happen to
improve lives of the poor
To improve the lives of the poor
requires co-operation among gove rn-
ments, and also between gove rnments
and all sectors of the wo rld’s peoples,
including non-gove rnmental organisa-
tions and bu siness.

The Jo’burg Summit shifted the
focus of wo rld leaders from policy
debates to the real task of ‘making it
happen’. Pledges were made by heads
of state and business and civil society
leaders to meet and even surpass the
goals.

Among the victories of the Summit
was the launch of over 300 part ner-
ships including 32 energy initiative s, 21
water programmes and                 32
programmes for biodiversity and eco-
system management.

Major new ag reements
The biggest success was to get the
wo rld to turn the UN Millennium
Declaration aim of halving wo rld pove r-
ty into a concrete set of progra mmes,
and to mobilise funds for those pro-
gra mmes.

It emphasised the most margin-
alised sectors of society, including
women, youth, indigenous people and
people with disabilities

The Implementation Plan includes
programmes to deliver wa ter, energy,
health care, agri cultural deve lopment
and a better environment for the
wo rld’s poor.

Targets set at the Summit will have
enormous impact on the global
agenda.
� The number of people without basic

sanitation will be halved by 2015.
Last year the wo rld’s leaders agr eed

to halve the number without access
to safe drinking water by 2015.

� Chemicals with detrimental health
impact will be phased out by 2020.

� Energy services will be extended to
35% of African households over the
next 10 ye ars.

South Africa: alive with
possibilities
The successful hosting of such a large
gathering of the UN and the wo rld’s
peoples, not long after the Afri can
Union Summit and the Wo rld
Conference Against Racism, was a
shared achievement of all South
Africans.

We can be sure that, as our guests
returned home, they took with them
special memories of a wa rm people
and a country alive with possibilities.

We are proud of those whose
peaceful marches and other activities
not only highlighted the strong view s
they hold on global matters, but also
showed the practical meaning of our
constitutional right to free ex pression.

To gether, our unity in diversity has
once again proven to be a shining
torch for democracy in the wo rld.
Out of Africa and out of Jo’bu rg has
emerged a new agenda for practical
action.

World Summit on
Sustainable Development
(WSSD) – A new agenda
for practical action

The successful hosting of the WSSD in Johannesburg was a shared
achievement of all South Africans
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the main pharmaceutical companies,
drawn up regulations that will facilitate the
import and manu facture of cheap and
generic dru gs.The regulations are ex pect-
ed to come into force after some technical
amendments to the law.

In this regard, the WSSD has con-
firmed the Wo rld Trade Organisation
/TRIPS agreement on intellectual propert y
ri ghts, facilitating access to affo rdable
drugs for major health probl ems, including
HIV/AIDS, TB and malari a.

It has been recognised that the quality
of life of people with AIDS can also be
improved by the use of altern ative treat-
ments based part icularly on supplements
and medication to boost the immune sys-
tem.

In addition to the treatment which is
administered for opportunistic infe ctions,
antibiotics are ava ilable which can preve nt
the onset of common infections in people
infected with HIV.Good nu trition plays a
critical role in warding off infe ctions, and
therefore gove rnment’s pove rty allev iation
programme is an essential part of the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

But we should all remember:there is
no cure for AIDS.The campaign to pre-
vent HIV infection is the most import ant
challenge we all fa ce.

What has been done to
strengthen the Pa rtnership
Against AIDS?
HIV/AIDS is a challenge for all of us, in
eve ry sector of gove rnment and society.
Together we can overcome the disease
by wo rking to implement the comprehen-

sive programme in the Pa rtnership
Against AIDS.
New sectors are constantly becoming
invo lved with the Pa rtnership.
� In March 2002, the Traditional Leaders

AIDS programmes were launched, join-
ing traditional leaders, gove rnment
departments, non-gove rnmental-and
community-based organisations to
implement practical progra mmes.

� In April 2002, a programme wa s
launched to fo rm a partnership with
organisations operating in high-ri sk
environments, such as bars, tave rns
and shebeens.

� In May 2002, the info rmation, educa-
tion and info rmation campaign wa s
launched, with commuters and dri vers
in tra ins, taxis and bu ses.

� In the same month the hospitality
industry came on board.

� In August 2002, gove rnment and the

scientific community met for a two -day
intensive session on the evaluation of
the research and to discuss how scien-
tific research can be translated into
practical progra mmes.

A wo rkshop is due to take place to rev iew
and reconstitute the South Afri can
National AIDS Council to boost its impact
on the fight against AIDS and to ensure
that it effe ctively links with the intern ation-
al community and the Global Fund.

What additional resources are
being allocated?
New resources are being introduced in
the fight against the dual epidemics of
HIV/AIDS and TB as well as other infe c-
tious diseases.

Gove rnment’s special HIV/AIDS bu dget
increased from R350 million in 2001/02 to
R1 billion in 2002/03 and will reach R1,8
billion in 2004/05.

South Africa has been allocated a total
of R1,8 billion through the Global Fund to
fight AIDS, TB  and malari a. An additional
R100 million has been provided by the
United States Gove rnment for ex pansion
of the PMTCT Progra mme.

What about those affected by
the HIV/AIDS epidemic?
Gove rnment is intensifying effo rts to
assist families affected by the HIV/AIDS
epidemic. The departments of Health and
Social Development wo rk together on this.

This includes foster-care gra nts, assis-
tance to child-headed households, and
food parcels.

The budget for home-based care and
community-based care is increasing from
R25 million last year to R138 million in
2004/05.

For more information consult 
the  fo llowing web sites:
www.health.gov. za
& www. aidsinfo.co.za.

By the end of June 2002, 10 043 women and 6 947 babies received
Nevirapine as part of the mother-to-child transmission programme



What was the significance
of the launch of the AU in
Durban in Ju ly?
� The transformation of the

Organisation of African Unity (OAU)
into the AU is an important process
in light of the need for a continental
structure better suited to the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and glob-
alisation and better geared to the
goal of the realisation of A f r i c a ' s
Renaissance.

� Member states of the Union will
commit the continent to a departure
from the old, in implementing serious
changes related to political, econom-
ic and corporate governance.

What is the vision of the AU ?
� The AU will be A f r i c a ’s principal

organisation aimed at the political
and socio-economic integration of
the continent, which will lead to
greater unity and solidarity between
the African countries and people. 

� It will be based on the common
vision of a united and strong A f r i c a
and on the need to build a partner-
ship between governments and all
segments of civil society, in particu-
lar women, youth and the private
s e c t o r, in order to strengthen soli-
darity and cohesion amongst the
people of A f r i c a .

� As a continental organisation it will
focus on the promotion of peace,
security and stability on the conti-
nent as a prerequisite for the imple-
mentation of the development and
integration agenda of the Union.

� The AU will be the principal institu-
tion on the African continent respon-
sible for promoting sustainable
development at economic, social
and cultural levels, as well as the
accelerated integration of A f r i c a n
economies.

What are the aims of the AU ?
� To achieve greater unity and solidar-

ity between the African countries
and the people of Africa 

� To defend the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and independence of its
member states

� To accelerate the political and
socio-economic integration of the
c o n t i n e n t

� To promote and defend common
African positions on issues of inter-
est to the continent and its people

� To encourage international co-oper-
ation, taking due account of the
Charter of the United Nations and
the Universal Declaration of Human
R i g h t s

� To promote peace, security, and sta-
bility on the continent 

� To promote democratic principles
and institutions, popular participation
and good governance

� To promote and protect human and
people's rights in accordance with
the African Charter on Human and
People's Rights and other relevant
human rights’ i n s t r u m e n t s

� To establish the necessary condi-
tions to enable the continent to play
its rightful role in the global economy
and in international negotiations

� To promote sustainable develop-
ment at economic, social and cultur-
al levels as well as the integration of
African economies

� To promote co-operation in all fields
of human activity to raise the living

standards of African people
� To coordinate and harmonise

policies between the AU and exist-
ing and future Regional Economic
Communities for the gradual attain-
ment of the objectives of the Union

� To advance the development of the
continent by promoting research in
all fields, in particular in science and
t e c h n o l o g y

� To work with relevant international
partners in the eradication of pre-
ventable diseases and the promo-
tion of good health on the continent. 

� It is clear from the above that the
AU objectives are different and more
comprehensive than those of the
OAU. The AU has come at the ideal
time, being the perfect instrument
for implementing the New
Partnership for A f r i c a ’s Development

( N E PAD) and bringing about an age
of prosperity and progress.

What is NEPA D?
� N E PAD is an instrument to advance

people-centered development in
Africa, based on democratic values
and principles. It is the focal point
and overall strategic framework for
the engagement of development ini-
tiatives and programmes in A f r i c a .

� It is not the first development plan
for Africa. However, NEPAD is new
in the sense that for the first time,
African leaders have taken the initia-
tive and have themselves conceptu-
alised the Programme for the recon-
struction of the continent. They have
also assumed responsibility for its
implementation.

� African leaders have agreed on the

need for an African Peer Review
Mechanism to ensure that together
Africa is able to reflect on the man-
ner in which each country works, in
accordance with the agreements
that are important for the develop-
ment of African countries. 

� Africa has moved beyond words to
concrete action plans that are being
articulated for implementation by
African leaders. This has introduced
a new approach to issues and a
new way of doing things. 

� N E PAD is premised on African own-
ership, African control of projects
and programmes, with African lead-
ers accepting openly and unequivo-
cally that they will play their part in
ending poverty and bringing about
sustainable development.

� Adetailed programme of action and

projects linked to specific time
frames for implementation and fund-
ing have been agreed upon. 

What is the 
‘African Century ’?
� The rebirth, revival and renewal of

Africa are encapsulated in the vision
of an African Renaissance and in
the belief that this will truly be the
African Century.

� The African Renaissance vision is
an all-embracing concept that draws
its inspiration from the rich and
diverse history and cultures of
Africa. It acknowledges Africa as the
cradle of humanity, whilst providing
a framework for the modern Africa to
re-emerge as a significant partner in
the new world order. 

� Asolid base of peace and security
for all citizenry is central to the
agenda of the African Renaissance.
E fforts must not only be geared
towards creating conditions in which
there is absence of war, but must
also focus on the fundamental
improvement in the quality of life of
all A f r i c a ’s people.

� The African Renaissance is possible
because Africans have entered into
a new partnership with the rest of
the world on the basis of what A f r i c a
has determined is the correct route
to its own development.

How will the AU improv e
the living quality of 
Africa’s people?
� In order to achieve the social and

economic regeneration of the conti-
nent, the pre-eminent issue of
poverty alleviation, through sus-
tained people-centred development,
must be vigorously pursued, so as
to provide an improved quality of life
for all of Africa and her people.

� The AU will work towards poverty
alleviation and people-centred
development, which together with
peace and stability are essential for
a growing economy.

� The priority is to develop a prosper-
ous and balanced economy in
Africa, based on the principles of
equity and mutual benefit, through
the active involvement and, empow-
erment of all the continent’s people.

It does not require mu ch
effort to find such new s,
says the International
Marketing Council
� South Africa has one of the wo rld's

most progr essive democratic con-
stitutions.

� It is the wo rld's largest producer of
gold and platinu m.

� It is the second largest fruit ex porter
in the wo rld.

� It is the sole international producer
of Mercedes Benz Class C

right-hand dri ve ve hicles; and its
BMW plant is ra nked first in quality
among manu facturers of BMW,
including German and other
European plants.

� Sasol’s Secunda fa ctories were the
biggest petrochemical projects
undertaken on a single site at any
one time in the wo rld.

� The Kruger National Pa rk support s
the greatest va riety of wildlife
species on the African continent
and the country is ra nked first in the
world for its floral kingdom.

South Africa sports some of the most diverse fauna and 
flora in the world

African Union (AU) Summit

Is there good news 
about South Africa?

www.gov.za For more information call 
GCIS at (012) 314 2911
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Mr J vd Merwe
PO Box 2872
UPINGTON
8800
Tel:(054) 332 6206

EASTERN  CAPE 
EAST LONDON:
Ms L Mongisi
Private Bag X 608
EAST LONDON
5200
Tel:(043) 722 2602

LIMPOPO
PIETERSBURG:
Mr M Sigidi 
PO Box 2452
PIETERSBURG
0700
Tel:(015) 291 4689

MPUMALANGA
NELSPRUIT:
Mr S Thumbathi
PO Box X 2856
NELSPRUIT
1200
Tel: (013) 753  2397

NORTH WEST 
MMABATHO:
Mr M Mofokeng
Private Bag X 2120
MAFIKENG
2745
Tel:(018) 381 7071

WESTERN CAPE
CAPE TOWN:
Mr A Kafaar
Private Bag X 9007
CAPE TOWN
8000
Tel:(021) 421 5070
GEORGE:
Mr L Rensburg
PO Box 1509
GEORGE
6530
Tel:(044) 873 5461

The launch of the African Union in July signaled the start of renewed
economic growth and development on the African continent
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