
A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang 

leaped A
nd particle

s began lif
e’s history In swirling

 clouds he 
wondered how 

He might pictur
e a piece o

f the mystery.Through po
lished glass

 converging 

past Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd 

depth of fi
eld is wide

;Where the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 speed jet 
Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white 

wispy abo
veTurning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button 

belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,

He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And children

 playing in
 autumn leaves  

Scattered on
 the groun

d.   Weddings an
d rings, fl

owers in s
pring,Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks 

up high on
 the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing 

through th
in air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying 

over his p
arents piec

es, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
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Media Landscape

Fact sheet 1
South Africa and the ICT 
revolution
South Africa and the ICT 
revolution

President Zuma, post his election in May 
2014, announced that the previous 

Department of Communications would 
be reconfigured. The Department of 
Telecommunications and Postal Services 
(formerly known as the DoC) would now be 
responsible for creating a vibrant Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICT) sector 
for all South Africans.  On the other hand, 
the new Communications Ministry (new DoC) 

would develop overarching communication 
policy and strategy, disseminate information 
and publicity, as well as brand the country 
abroad. 

This Fact Sheet in reflecting on projects 
and programmes is referring to the work 
of the previous DoC (now Department of 
Telecommunications and Postal Services) and 
not the current Ministry of Communications. 
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Over the past 20 years South Africa has 
taken advantage of technological innovations 
to support and stimulate development and, 
despite many challenges, has progressed in 
advancing the Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) sector. More citizens have 
access to a diverse range of communications 
services than before and are enjoying the 
socioeconomic benefits. The advance has 
taken place against the background of major 
transformation since the end of apartheid. In 
1994, government had begun grappling with 
the creation of an enabling environment to 
support fundamental change across all sectors, 
including telecommunications. 

Creating an enabling 
environment
The South African Constitution forms the 
backdrop for the laws and regulations that have 
come to govern the telecommunications sector: 
the Telecommunications Act, 1996 (Act 103 of 
1996); the Telecommunications Amendment 
Act, 1997 (Act 12 of 1997), the Independent 
Communications Authority of South Africa 
Act (IcasaAct) 2000, and the Electronic 
Communications Act of 2005. 

The 1996 White Paper on Telecommunications 
created the framework that was to shape 
the laws of the sector. The White Paper was 
underpinned by a number of objectives that 
defined the approach of the new government, 
including: 
•   Black economic empowerment
•   Human resource development
•   Stable and predictable regulation
•   Universal service and access
•   A reduced digital divide.

The White Paper recognised the importance of 
communications in development and envisaged 
universal access and high level service delivery 
to all, including those from disadvantaged rural 
and urban communities. Universal service 
and access was considered crucial for all 
citizens as a way specifically of contributing 
towards reducing the digital divide, and the 

Telecommunications of 1996 established the 
Universal Service Agency (USA). This agency 
(and, later, the Universal Service and Access 
Agency of South Africa (USAASA)) was tasked 
with the rollout to underserviced areas and was 
to facilitate universal and affordable provision 
to all communities. 

Transformation of the sector was incorporated 
into the White Paper through the express 
support for the economic empowerment of the 
historically disadvantaged, as well as meaningful 
participation in economic activity within the 
industry. There was also consideration of the 
market structure, with recognition of the need 
to address competitiveness in the industry 
through market liberalisation. Telkom, however, 
was initially going to retain exclusivity in the 
market for five years in exchange for the rollout 
of services to those who previously had no 
access.

In 1996, the Telecommunications Act was 
promulgated – the primary objective being 
‘to provide for the regulation and control of 
telecommunications matters in the public 
interest’. This Act set out the fundamental rules 
of the telecommunications industry, detailing 
licensing obligations as well as establishing 
the telecoms regulator. At the time, the 
South African Telecommunications Regulatory 
Authority (Satra) regulated telecommunications 
seen as a national resource and managed 
the radio frequency in the national interest, 
although broadcasting was excluded.  

Later, with the amalgamation of the IBA 
and Satra in line with the convergence of 
technologies, Icasa emerged in 2000 as the 
independent regulator, free from party political 
control and responsible for the regulation of 
the ICT sector. The establishment clauses in 
the Telecommunications Act were replaced by 

‘To provide for the 
regulation and control 
of telecommunications 
matters in the public 

interest’.

South Africa and the ICT revolution
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provisions in the Icasa Act. The regulator assumed 
responsibility for interconnection agreements 
that looked at quality and levels of service; fees 
and tariffs to be paid between parties; the re-
issuing of licences and monitoring of licence 
conditions; and a numbering plan (a numbering 
system that is used in telecommunications to 
allocate numbers to subscriber telephones). 
 
The Electronic Communications Act of 2005, 
which replaced the IBA/Broadcasting and 
Telecommunications Act, was intended to 
ensure that the regulatory approach was similar 
in the telecomms and broadcasting sectors. 
It also allowed for more competition through 
various regulations including facilities leasing, 
interconnection and the rapid rollout of ICT 
infrastructure and spectrum management. 152

By early 2014, the Independent Communications 
Authority of South Africa Amendment Bill and 
the Electronic Communications Amendment Bill 
were in the final stages of the parliamentary 
process of being enacted into law. The aim of 
the former was to make Icasa more effective, 
involving technical issues and empowering the 
CEO, aligning it with broad based black economic 
empowerment principles, and reducing the 
licensing process turnaround time from 90 
to 60 days. The main aims of the Electronic 
Communications Amendment Act were to 
establish the Broadband Council and to align 
the Electronic Communications Act with broad 
based black economic empowerment principles 
and with the international convention for people 
with disabilities.  

ICTs in South Africa 
– the past 20 years
Twenty years ago, Telkom and the Post Office 
were state-owned entities; telecommunications 
companies (telcos) were traditionally 
monopolies; and there was pronounced disparity 
of service provision. Subsequently, political and 
democratic development, innovative ideas and 
technology advances changed not only South 
Africa but also the world. After the end of 
apartheid, the democratic government began 
creating the conditions to build a new society. 
At the same time, revolutionary advances 
in computing power and communication 
technology were also setting the stage for a 
major change in the way people would work, 
live and play. Electronic circuit boards became 
globally mass-produced chips, and over time 
Twitter and social networks emerged and 
attracted billions of users all over the world. 
Calls over the Internet were almost free. More 
and more South Africans were engaging with 
this technology.

Before 1994, the situation had been very 
different. In the first place, the telecom-
munications sector was racially disparate. 
In 1985, the number of telephone lines per 
hundred inhabitants was 8.4, of which 65.7 per 
cent were in white hands (down from about 90 
per cent in white hands in 1978).153 The 1994 
Central Statistical Services October Household 
Survey found that only 11.6 per cent of black 
households had a phone and 47 per cent had no 
telephone access at all whereas 87.4 per cent 
of white households had a phone and only 6.4 
per cent had no telephone access.154 In 1995, 
the government announced plans155 to sell a 
share in Telkom to a ‘strategic equity partner’ 
for about R4.4 billion, put in four million new 
lines and restructure the corporation. In 1996, 
only 19 000 telephones served an Eastern Cape 
population of about four million,156 about 0.5 
telephones per hundred people. By April 1997, 
the number of lines was 4.26 million,157 or 11.2 
lines per hundred people. 

The Telecommunications 
Act was intended 
to ensure that the 

regulatory approach 
was similar for the 

telecomms and 
broadcasting sectors. 
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Technology overtook events and the growth of 
fixed lines never materialised. Instead, in 1993 
two cellular companies, Vodacom and MTN, 
were issued licences.158 By 1996, cellular phone 
connections were double that of new, fixed lines 
installed by Telkom, with between 650 000 and 
700 000 cellular subscribers countrywide.159  
On 27 May 1997, Vodacom announced that 
South Africa had a million cellphones.160 This 
growth continued, and today the mobile phone 
penetration rate is about 136 per cent of the 
population (because some people have more 
than one phone or sim-card), while only 7.9 per 
cent have access to landline phones. In 2012, 
the cellular market grew by around 9.41 million 
subscribers to reach a total user base of 66.56 
million, a significant increase that suggests that 
the surging growth within that sector shows no 
sign of slowing in the near future. 

The growth in the Internet and access had also 
been phenomenal over this period. Although 
today only 33.7 per cent of South Africans have 
access to the Internet,161 this is up from almost 
zero in the early 1990s, when the Internet was 
globally almost exclusively the communications 
medium of scientists and engineers.162 Just two 
decades prior to that, the operating protocol 
TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet 
Protocol) had been defined and provided a basis 
for communication across diverse computer 
networks. 

When ‘browsers’ were developed in the 1990s 
to interface with the World Wide Web (WWW), 
interest from the commercial sector grew rapidly, 
and in 1995 the quantity of data traffic overtook 
voice traffic on the world’s telecommunications 
networks.163 Worldwide, new policies and laws 
followed to support these developments. In 
South Africa numerous legislative instruments 
were introduced between 1993 and 2013 as the 
ICT sector changed and technology advanced. 

An increase in the use of smartphones more 
recently has also contributed towards bringing 
many more people online, as they Google 
the Internet and send e-mails. South Africa 
had followed the pattern where growth in 
telecommunications was largely driven by 

growth in mobile penetration (2G, or voice). 
This pattern has re-emerged, since mobile 
telephone technology has also become the 
main driver for mobile broadband, and 3G was 
implemented in 2009. Since the end of 2012, 
LTE (a further improvement to cellphones) has 
slowly become available.

One of the biggest challenges to effective 
Internet services is the poor bandwidth in 
South Africa. Bandwidth is basically the size of 
the pipe delivering the digital signals; if there 
is insufficient bandwidth, a movie may pause 
or freeze while the receiving device catches up. 

At the end of September 2012, the household 
broadband penetration remained firmly below 
the 10 per cent mark. Developments that 
were expected to boost growth, such as the 
rollout of competitive, mass-market, fixed line 
services by the second national operator Neotel 
and the planned implementation of local loop 
unbundling, failed to materialise. Furthermore, 
the high prices charged for Internet access are 
preventing many South Africans from acquiring 
a high-speed Internet subscription. 

Local loop unbundling is the regulatory process 
where an operator makes its local network 
(the copper cables that run from customers 
premises to the telephone exchange) available 
to other companies. Operators are then able 
to upgrade individual lines and offer services 
such as high speed Internet access, direct to 
the customer. 

South Africa and the ICT revolution
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Media Landscape

ICTs – what opportunities for 
South Africa?
A revealing view of what a digital world may 
eventually look like is to observe what is 
happening in countries that are further along 
the digitisation path. We have already seen 
profound change. As digitisation proceeds, 
more and more of the captured information 
is available for downloading from websites 
and information is readily available in a way 
unknown to previous generations. This has 
had a considerable impact on the media: the 
technology shifts have enabled anyone and 
everyone to publish and upload information. 
Breaking news can therefore come from the 
community and can be much more interactive 
than delivery of the news by newspapers or 
radio broadcast.

Information from and about government (such 
as what social grants one might be eligible 
for) can be made far more accessible through 
the use of ICTs. Learning materials can be 
broadcast into a classroom from a single 
source. Electricity load control equipment, 
used to switch off hot water geysers for short 
periods during peak electricity usage, could 
be managed from a national control centre, 
reducing power outages. The most valuable 
benefit of social networking, however, may 
be in education, since digital networks 
greatly facilitate the sharing of information 
and knowledge.

Information also has enormous economic 
benefit. Many people buy and sell things 
online, where online stores, open 24/7, have 
sprung up selling almost anything. Trading in 
shares, currency and commodity futures, once 
the preserve of share brokers and derivatives 
traders, is now open to anyone able to 
access bank websites. These sites often delay 
presenting the latest prices by 15 minutes, 
requiring an additional small charge for receiving 
the prices in real time – an example of the value 
of receiving news immediately, so that one can 
act on it and buy or sell shares or derivatives 
before others in the market. Computers are 

even programmed to communicate directly with 
each other, so that when a news event occurs 
that may cause an economic reaction, trading 
is done automatically and immediately, without 
human intervention. 

A number of studies also show that ICTs have 
the ability to deliver significant economic 
benefits. On the most obvious level improved 
communication and information flows can 
improve productivity and efficiency within the 
economy.  However, ICTs can also bring job 
opportunities, not only in the construction 
and maintenance of the networks but in more 
specialized areas, such as software development.  
This will require that the e-literacy is improved 
at basic and secondary school as well as tertiary 
levels. 

National economies are feeling the benefit of 
digitisation and convergence. Online shopping 
is one of the most popular and profitable areas 
of the economy across the world. In 2009, 
the World Bank estimated that for every 10 
per cent of a country’s population that was 
provided with broadband access, the GDP 
would grow by 1.38 per cent. In short, the ICT 
transformation has resulted in phenomenal 
change. ICTs have enabled services that 
can include breaking real-time news stories, 

ICTs have provided a host of new opportunities which 
range from being able to access information to doing 
business online.  Government is working on universal 
service and access and reducing the digital divide so that 
all South Africans can benefit from the ICT revolution.
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applying for identity documents online, 
receiving textbooks electronically at schools, 
interactive communication with healthcare 
workers, submitting tax returns, managing 
e-Toll accounts and so on – as well as online 
shopping, and searching for and applying for 
jobs. Generally, lives will be made easier and be 
more productive. 

Mobile broadband
Mobile broadband has the potential to further 
expand this transformative experience by bringing 
the Internet to consumers. Across Africa, the lack 
of affordability, coverage, and reliability of fixed 
networks means that mobile broadband is the 
only way for the vast majority of consumers to 
access the Internet.  Mobile broadband uptake 
will be supported in the coming years by the 
increased penetration of smart phones. The 
number of smart phones sold is forecast to grow 
40 per cent per year, on average, up to 2017. 
Smart phones were expected to make up 25 per 
cent of all handsets in 2013.

The improved affordability of smart phones 
and other Internet-enabled devices will result 
in an estimated volume of smart phone sales 
in South Africa, Tanzania, Nigeria, and Kenya 
of 106 million devices. The availability of cheap 
smart phones will allow entire segments of 
the population that are currently unconnected 
to incorporate Internet browsing and the 
information age into their daily lives.

The issues for South Africa
Concerns have emerged in recent years to 
challenge South Africa’s participation in the 
digital world. They include access and cost 
(supply side), skills as well as general content/ 
knowledge sharing (demand side). 

Access is one of the biggest challenges in 
the developing world, caused by a lack of 
infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, and 
resulting in what has been dubbed the ‘digital 
divide’. A general lack of awareness of the 
opportunities made possible by a digital world 

exacerbates this, as does a shortage of skills 
to design and build local applications. It may 
be argued that access to healthcare and clean 
water are more important than access to 
ICT, but access to ICT services can facilitate 
acquiring them. 

The following reflects some of the key challenges 
and the way the government has attempted to 
tackle them:

1.  The lack of infrastructure in   
    both rural and urban areas 
    is the fundamental obstacle 
    to progress 

The concept of Thusong service centres,  
originally known as multipurpose community 
centres, was officially adopted in 1999. These 
centres were then identified as the primary 
focal points where government could offer 
a wide range of services and information to 
poor communities. The focus of the Thusong 
services centres is on rural and underserviced 
communities and they aim at addressing 
the historical factors that limit citizens from 
accessing government services and information.

Coupled with the lack of access is poor levels 
of awareness of ICTs. Telecentres are not 
easily accessible or adequately used by the 
communities, and some are dysfunctional. Even 
where citizens are aware of or able to access 
telecentres, they may have no idea how to use 
the Internet. Access, therefore, is only one part 
of the problem. Knowledge of functionality is 
also essential.

The broadband policy developed by the DoC 
was also introduced as one way of facing up 
to accessibility by setting targets so that by 
2016, 50 per cent of the population will have 
broadband access at a speed of 5Mbps, and 
by 2030 the whole population will have it at a 
speed of 10Mbps (and 80 per cent at 100Mbps).  

South Africa and the ICT revolution
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Media Landscape

2. The lack of ICT skills

In order for South Africa to move faster in its 
pursuit of ICTs, there must be an increase in 
e-literacy but, also, more must be done to 
encourage ICT graduates in higher education. 
The more knowledgeable and educated people 
are about ICTs, the quicker the transition and 
the spread of valuable information.164 

The DoC has established the e-Skills Institute to 
build ICT skills for those needing an introduction 
to computers and others seeking high-end 
jobs in the knowledge economy. In 2012/13, 
according to the department’s Annual Report, 
the e-Skills Institute has been active not only 
in curriculum development but also in training 
over 1 000 young people in e-Literacy. National 
e-skills programmes have been designed to 
provide the required capacity for those in the 
knowledge economy where job opportunities 
exist, and partnerships with higher education 
institutions are resulting in the consideration of 
advances in e-skills transfer methods.

3. The high cost of          
    communication

Service providers in the electronic 
communication environment enjoy huge profits 
and costs to consumers are exceeding high. For 
example, in its 2013 Annual Report, Vodacom 
reports a net profit of R13 224 million and a 
revenue of R69 917 million. That means a profit 
margin of 18.9 per cent and a monthly profit 
of over 1 billion rands. The imbalance between 
cost, profit and service provided must be 
changed if South Africa wants to elevate its ICT 
use and functionality in the near future. 

The previous broad telecommunications policy 
of managed liberalisation served its purpose 
to a certain extent, but was less successful in 

lowering the costs of access and use, causing 
consumers to benefit less than business. 
Government has a mandate to step in when 
markets do not function properly or exclude 
segments of the population. 

The high cost of communication has not been 
resolved but progress is being made. The 
DoC has finalised a new policy directive on 
transparent pricing policy; has convened a 
pricing workshop as part of a consultative 
process on the cost-to-communicate; and has 
engaged the network operators and the relevant 
government departments to explore the 
possibilities of reducing the cost to communicate 
without undermining the independent role of 
Icasa, whose independence as a regulator of 
the broadcasting sector is enshrined in the 
Constitution. Network operators have proposed 
an industry forum where the minister could 
engage the sector on pricing matters and 
the state of the ICT sector, and it is intended 
that the minister will consider the proposal to 
establish a standing industry/CEO forum. 

Lack of content
Software and technology must be designed 
for all people, including those with disabilities, 
those who are illiterate, and those who speak 
indigenous languages but not English. The lack 
of appropriate content and software for them 
is a major problem affecting South Africa’s 
connectivity and use of ICTs.  

The constitutional provisions that cover the 
rights of access to information and to choice 
of language and that promote equality of 
all persons set the framework for policy and 
legislation in all spheres of society, including 
ICTs. According to a survey conducted in 
2010,165 software for computers was not found 
to be user-friendly and did not make use of 
indigenous languages. People with disabilities 
were also placed at a disadvantage in terms 
of content (sign language and sub-titles) and 
infrastructure (user-friendly end-user hardware 
such as cell phones and jumbo TV remote 
controllers). This places severe limitations on 
access to ICTs – with the ripple effect of limited 
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access to information, and in a rapidly changing 
technological world where access to economic 
benefits will increasingly rely on understanding 
and access to information, it may further 
increase the divide between rich and poor.  

South Africa’s 
communication future 

The National 
Development 
Plan (NDP)

The NDP presents a 
vision for 2030 South  
Africa: a dynamic 
information-based, 
inclusive and pros-
perous society and 
knowledge economy, 
underpinned by ICTs.  
The NDP says that  
by 2030: ‘A seam-
less information infra-
structure will meet the 

needs of citizens, business, 
and the public sector, providing access to the 
wide range of services required for effective 
economic and social participation – at a cost 
and quality at least equal to South Africa’s 
competitors.’

The NDP suggests a phasing of priorities in 
order to realise its vision:
• The short term (2012 – 2015): 

The DoC is going to develop an e-strategy to 
assist in achieving the government’s goals of 
eliminating poverty and reducing inequality. 
This will includes plans for spectrum allocation 
and a clear strategy  for universal access. In 
addition, e-literacy, skills development and 
capacity building interventions should be 
introduced to support ICT diffusion.  

• The Medium Term:  (2015 – 2020): 
The focus will shift to broadband penetration. 
By 2020, the government plans for the 
entire population to have broadband access. 

All citizens and communities should be able 
to disseminate news and information online. 
The ordinary citizen will be able to use 
the  Internet: to find information; to read 
the news; to complete tax returns online 
and access government policies and laws, 
as well as ministers’ speeches and other 
documents; to engage in buying and selling 
activities (e-commerce); and to participate 
in new forms of entertainment. 

As there is uncertainty about the pace of 
technological development and services, 
benchmarking performance against 
other countries is preferable to setting 
numerical targets.

• Long-term (2020 – 2030):  
 The e-strategy will be implemented and  

ICTs will be used to support rather than limit 
the global competitiveness of South Africa. 
By 2030, government will be using ICTs to 
engage and provide services to citizens.  All 
individuals will be able to use a core set of 
ICT services and access a wide range of 
entertainment, information and educational 
services.

The vision of the NDP implies that we will 
derive long-term benefits from a knowledge-
based economy by harnessing ICT to aid South 
Africa in meeting its developmental goals of job 
creation, economic growth, poverty alleviation, 
and competitiveness. Ultimately, South Africa 
needs an e-strategy, because technology 
is continuing to move the world towards a 
digital society and for South Africa to remain 
competitive and relevant it must be a part of 
this change.

Broadband policy
The DoC has redrafted a vision for broadband 
services, which was published in December 
2013. 

The previous 2010 broadband policy used a 
definition of broadband recommended by the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU): 
an always-on connection that has a download 
speed of at least 256 kbps. The new policy 
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Media Landscape

Target Penetration Measure Baseline 
(2013)

By 2016 By 2020 By 2030

Broadband access 
in Mbps user 
experience

Per cent of 
population

33.7% 
Internet 
access*

50% at 
5Mbps

90% at 
5Mbps; 50% 
at 100Mbps

100% at 
10Mbps; 
80% at 
100Mbps

Schools Per cent of schools 25% 
connected

50% at 
10Mbps

100% at 
10Mbps 
80% at 
100Mbps

100% at 1 
Gbps

Health facilities Per cent of health 
facilities

13% 
connected

50% at 
10Mbps

100% at 
10Mbps 
80% at 
100Mbps

100% at 1 
Gbps

Government 
facilities

Per cent of 
government offices

50% at 
5Mbps

100% at 
10Mbps

100% at 
100Mbps

*Research ICT Africa, 2012 ICT Access and Use Survey167

proposes a less specific definition: an ecosystem of high-capacity, high-speed and high-quality 
electronic networks, services, applications and content that enhances the variety, utility and value 
of information and communication for different types of users. Targets for different types of users 
will be reviewable and are initially proposed as follows:

Spectrum Policy
Progress has been made towards developing 
an effective spectrum policy to facilitate the 
development of wireless technologies in support 
of universal access and economic development. 

With the changeover from analogue terrestrial 
broadcasting to digital, additional spectrum 
will become available. The NDP suggests 
that spectrum allocation is the biggest 
regulatory bottleneck that impacts on the 
distribution of wireless services needed 
for the economy and society to flourish.   

As spectrum becomes available, regulators 
are being called upon to discourage spectrum 
hoarding where licensees buy spectrum 
that they do not use or use in a limited way.  
Mechanisms for spectrum allocation will need 
to be improved generally and allocation of 
spectrum licences should be technology neutral.

The NDP outlines government’s primary role to 
be ‘to determine policy that promotes market 

access, and so create effective institutions to  

ensure competition, and regulate operator 
behaviour and market failure.’

National integrated ICT policy 
The DoC is leading a process to review the various 
policies in the postal, telecommunications, 
broadcasting and information technology 
sectors. A panel of experts, made up of 
academics and industry leaders, issued a Green 
Paper in January 2014. The panel is looking for 
an integrated policy that will lead to legislation 
and will take South Africa into the future by 
promoting investment in the sector, digitising 
many government services (e-government), 
and stimulating e-commerce, including 
becoming linked into a global market.
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Implications for the media of 
the future
Although many people are hesitant to fully 
jump into a digital world, there might not be 
the option of abstaining for much longer. Old 
methods of communication are slowly being 
eliminated – particularly print media. For 
generations, people have relied on newspapers 
for most of their information, and while papers 
are still being produced they are no longer the 
preferred method of information dissemination. 
This shift to online content has stimulated many 
discussions and policies around the world, in 
terms of everything from freedom of the press, 
and libel to the verification of sources and 
honest reporting. It is only a small area of what 
being ‘connected’ really represents for people, 
but it is yet another form of digitisation that is 
dramatically affecting lives. 
 
Reports have recently shown that print media has 
declined significantly in South Africa. Combined 
levels of circulation dropped from 2.34 million 
circulated copies from July to September 2012 
to 2.16 million users from July to September 
2013. That level is expected to continue 
falling. On the other hand, news websites are 
thriving, and while the decline of print media is 
certainly the end of an era, online subscription 
numbers mean that people are still hungry for 
information and knowledge. Three online news 
sources top the list in impressive fashion, and 
eBis MBA, which tracks website traffic around 
the world, names Yahoo News, Huffington Post 
and CNN as the top three sources for news, with 
an estimated 110, 85, and 70 million unique 
monthly viewers respectively. In South Africa, 
in 2012 News24 came in ninth in the ‘Top 20’ 
report. Independent online was 18th. Those 
are impressive numbers, and that is the sort 
of website traffic that is not only profitable, but 
also informative and stimulating for the general 
public. 

Digital media is faster to access and is easier to 
engage with and retain. Consuming information 
is of utmost important in modern society, and 
some of the most valuable information for 

people comes from the media. South Africa 
wants to remain competitive and in-tune 
with global society, and must make digital 
media an accessible and functional tool for its 
entire population. This is the road ahead, and 
South Africa is moving in the right direction 
through policy development and governmental 
awareness of the issues relating to supply and 
demand. The ICT sector and the increased online 
presence of South Africa’s citizens will continue 
to grow, but this growth must be accompanied 
by consistent technical support and educational 
opportunities.

South Africa and the ICT revolution
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Media Landscape

Fact sheet 2
Each edition of the media landscape series will 
provide an update on those media cases that 
have been brought before the Competition 
Commission/ Tribunal. In 2013/14 this was 
a complaint brought against Media24. Nandi 
Mokoena, Communications: Competition Tribunal.

In November 2013, the Competition Tribunal 
(‘Tribunal’) started a hearing into a complaint 
brought by the Competition Commission 
(‘Commission’) against Media24. The 
Commission alleged that between 2004 and 
2009 Media24 deliberately drove a competitor, 
Gold-Net News, out of the market for advertising 
in community newspapers. According to the 
Commission, Media24 did this by positioning 
a competing community newspaper, Goudveld 
Forum, as a ‘fighting brand’ against Gold-Net 
News and running the brand at a loss until 
Gold-Net News eventually closed down in 
2009. Having succeeded with this strategy, the 
Commission alleged, Media24 closed Goudveld 
Forum in January 2010 and either retrenched 
Goudveld Forum staff or redeployed them to 
other Media24 publications including Vista, 
which operated in the same geographic area as 
Gold-Net News and Goudveld Forum. 

Media24 denied the commission’s allegations, 
saying that Goudveld Forum covered its costs 
during the 2004-2009 period and that there 
was no truth to the allegation that Media24 
kept Goudveld Forum open in order to inhibit 
or deter competition with Vista. Media24 also 
denied that Gold-Net News closed down due to 
anti-competitive strategies on Media24’s part, 

citing the 2008 economic downturn and other 
possible reasons for Gold-Net News’s decline.

The commission’s complaint to the Tribunal 
came after Berkina Twintig (Pty) Ltd, trading 
as Gold-Net News, filed a case against Media24 
with the Commission in 2009. Gold-Net News 
claimed that from 2004 to 2009 Media24 
drastically reduced its advertising rates to a 
level lower than its production and overhead 
costs, leading Gold-Net News to reduce its 
advertising rates to unsustainable levels. 
Following an investigation, the Commission 
found this conduct to be in contravention of 
the Competition Act which prohibits dominant 
firms from unjustifiably pricing below cost. 
The conduct allegedly took place in what the 
Commission termed ‘the Goldfields area’ 
which comprises Welkom, Odendaalsrus, 
Allanridge, Riebeeckstad, Virginia, Henneman, 
Bronville, Jerusalem, Wesselbron, Bultfontein, 
Theunissen, Ventersburg, Thabong, Meloding, 
Kutluanong and Phomolong. According to the 
Commission, Media24’s conduct resulted in 
advertisers and readers being deprived of the 
benefit of competition between community 
newspapers.

The Tribunal’s hearing into these allegations 
began on 12 November 2013 and was initially 
set to end in March 2014. However, the hearing 
took longer than expected and continued for 
two weeks in May, with further hearings in 
November 2014. The Tribunal expects to hear 
testimony from 17 witnesses in this case. It is 
unlikely that there will be a decision this year.

by Nandi Mokoena
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waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd 

depth of fi
eld is wide

;Where the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 speed jet 
Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white 

wispy abo
veTurning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button 

belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,

He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And children

 playing in
 autumn leaves  

Scattered on
 the groun

d.   Weddings an
d rings, fl

owers in s
pring,Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks 

up high on
 the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing 

through th
in air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying 

over his p
arents piec

es, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
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Chapter 5: 
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25 See: Rikhotso, M., Morwe, K, Namumba, 
L., Kalu, G., Singh,. R. (2013), Children in 
the News Seen but Still not Heard, Media 
Monitoring Africa.

26 It should be noted that the Media Monitoring 
Africa (MMA) together with its partner, 
Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in 
South Africa (CoRMSA), lodged a complaint 
with the press ombudsman. On appeal the 
parties reached mutual agreement and the 
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27 As it turned out, the man was identified and 
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started in 1993. MMA has monitored the 
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in South Africa. This means that we have 
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29 Regulations on party election broadcasts, 
political adverts, the equitable treatment of 
political parties by broadcast licensees and 
related matters.  Government Gazette Vol 
584 No. 37350 (17 Feb 2014). Page: 13 2. 
Editorial Matters 2. Available at: https://
www.Icasa.org.za/Portals/0/Regulations/
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Broadcasts%20Political%20Advertisements/
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A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang 

leaped A
nd particle

s began lif
e’s history In swirling

 clouds he 
wondered how 

He might pictur
e a piece o

f the mystery.Through po
lished glass

 converging 

past Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd 

depth of fi
eld is wide

;Where the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 speed jet 
Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white 

wispy abo
veTurning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button 

belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,

He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And children

 playing in
 autumn leaves  

Scattered on
 the groun

d.   Weddings an
d rings, fl

owers in s
pring,Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks 

up high on
 the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing 

through th
in air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying 

over his p
arents piec

es, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. I

s a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he 

edge for all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die 

from a distance
.What I regret no

w wish I
 could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he 

focused his
 dream glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers 

the button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  

And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam 

glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather than
 being gui

lty and jot
ting it wit

h a pen. I
s a wonder beyond compare. | D

etails | P
hotographe

r Poem |   |Little to un
derstand -

 photograp
her’s guilt

I’m at the pe
ak watchin

g the unkn
own,The rain to

day pourin
g at a dif

ferent tone.My insides w
ishing for a chance 

to defend,I
 wait at t

he edge for
 all of it 

to 

hit the end
.Ihear a boy

 crying ov
er his par

ents pieces
, An old lady

 asking w
hy to Jesus.With brutal 

weapons in every
one’s hand,T

here’s very
 little to u

nderstand.
 Those scream

s, they ha
unt me every ni

ght,Bloody eyes 
staring dow

n asking w
hy I didnt figh

t?Like any m
ortal I feared my own exist

ence,I was a cow
ard watchi

ng them die from a distance
.What I regret no

w wish I
 could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom 

the photog
rapher’s e

ye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And children

 playing in
 autumn leaves  

Scattered on
 the groun

d.   Weddings an
d rings, fl

owers in s
pring,Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistaken

About the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must pass. L

ike water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die 

from a distance
.What I regret no

w wish I
 could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. I

s a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking 

why I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather than
 being gui

lty and jot
ting it wit

h a pen. A
 photograp

her dream
ed  Of a telephot

o lens Capturing l
ight waves

  From beginning
 to end. S

ince time unleashed
  When the B

ig Bang leaped
 And particle

s began lif
e’s history In swirling

 clouds he 
wondered how 

He might pictur
e a piece o

f the mystery.Through po
lished glass

 converging pa
st Planets, sta

rs and sea
sOf swirling 

waves that
 danced an

d swayed 
No less than

 windswep
t trees.A

s he focuse
d his drea

m glass Where 

present m
eets past A

nd depth o
f field is w

ide;Where the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 speed jet 
Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic carpet

 in the wi
nd; Until jolted 

by the sun
 on its morning runW

hile still dr
eaming of tha

t telephoto
 lens. M

aybe today
, perhaps 

tomorrow,He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who 

strives for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must 

pass. Like water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.A

 photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like 

a fast spee
d jet Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic carpet

 in the wi
nd; Until jolted 

by the sun
 on its morning runW

hile still dr
eaming of tha

t telephoto
 lens. M

aybe today
, perhaps 

tomorrow,He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And 

children pl
aying in a

utumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must pass. L

ike water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. A

 photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like 

a fast spee
d jet Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic carpet

 in the wi
nd; Until jolted 

by the sun
 on its morning runW

hile still dr
eaming of tha

t telephoto
 lens. M

aybe today
, perhaps 

tomorrow,He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And 

children pl
aying in a

utumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must pass. L

ike water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. A

 photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like 

a fast spee
d jet Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic carpet

 in the wi
nd; Until jolted 

by the sun
 on its morning runW

hile still dr
eaming of tha

t telephoto
 lens. M

aybe today
, perhaps 

tomorrow,He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And 

children pl
aying in a

utumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must pass. L

ike water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. A

 photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like 

a fast spee
d jet Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic carpet

 in the wi
nd; Until jolted 

by the sun
 on its morning runW

hile still dr
eaming of tha

t telephoto
 lens. M

aybe today
, perhaps 

tomorrow,He’ll captur
e the illusi

ve the bea
st; The athlete 

who strive
s for the best i

nside Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And 

children pl
aying in a

utumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers in s

pring,Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, must pass. L

ike water 
flowing in

 the riverA
nd wind p

assing thr
ough thin 

air;The world he sees 
through hi

s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field is w
ide;Where the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 speed set 

like a fast
 speed jet 

Blazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up high
 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But this too
, he know

s, must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I regret no
w wish I

 could chan
ge it then,

Rather 

than being
 guilty an

d jotting it
 with a pe

n. Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,T
here’s very

 little to u
nderstand.

 Those scream
s, they ha

unt me every ni
ght,Bloody eyes 

staring dow
n asking w

hy I didnt figh
t?Like any m

ortal I feared my own exist
ence,I was a cow

ard watchi
ng them die from a distance

.What I 

regret now
 wish I could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 danced an
d swayed 

No less than
 windswep

t trees.A
s he focuse

d his drea
m glassWhere prese

nt meets past A
nd depth o

f field 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
v 

 
is wide;W

here the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 speed jet 
Blazing thro

ugh the bl
ue-white w

ispy above
Turning his

 wings on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh time while con
tinuing to 

climbHigher throu
gh the pri

sm of lightH
is finger f

eathers the
 button belowCapturing t

he moment in flig
ht.  Lingering th

ere in pur
e mid-air Like a magic 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

carpet in 
the wind; 

Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the best i
nside Or the homeless sleepi

ng in the 
streets.He’ll stop small birds h

e’s seen an
d heard W

ith their co
lorful feather

s, breast a
nd crown;

  And children
 playing in

 autumn leaves  
Scattered on

 the groun
d.   Weddings an

d rings, fl
owers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
in spring,

Butterflies, 
wistful and

 bright; P
ollinating 

bees and h
ives in the

 trees Or a harvest
 moon late at n

ight. Meadows an
d mountains, 

free flowin
g fountain

sAncient tem
ples in far

away place
s; Fireworks up high

 on the 4th of July  Olympics and f
ast car ra

ces.   B
ut now fu

lly awaken
ed he know

s he’s mistakenAbout the f
ocal length

 in his dr
eam glass;Lens lust is 

a photogra
pher’s must But this too

, he know
s, 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Is a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | P

hotographe
r Poem |   |Little to un

derstand -
 photograp

her’s guilt
I’m at the pe

ak watchin
g the unkn

own,The rain to
day pourin

g at a dif
ferent tone.My insides w

ishing for a chance 
to defend,I

 wait at t
he edge for

 all of it 
to hit the 

end.Ihear a boy
 crying ov

er his par
ents pieces

, An old lady
 asking w

hy to Jesus.With brutal 
weapons in every

one’s hand,

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There’s very
 little to u

nderstand.
 Those scream

s, they ha
unt me every ni

ght,Bloody eyes 
staring dow

n asking w
hy I didnt figh

t?Like any m
ortal I feared my own exist

ence,I was a cow
ard watchi

ng them die from a distance
.What I regret no

w wish I
 could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a pen. I

s a wonder beyond compare. | D
etails | 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Photographe

r Poem |   |Little to un
derstand -

 photograp
her’s guilt

I’m at the pe
ak watchin

g the unkn
own,The rain to

day pourin
g at a dif

ferent tone.My insides w
ishing for a chance 

to defend,I
 wait at t

he edge for
 all of it 

to hit the 
end.Ihear a boy

 crying ov
er his par

ents pieces
, An old lady

 asking w
hy to Jesus.With brutal 

weapons in every
one’s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

hand,There’s very
 little to u

nderstand.
 Those scream

s, they ha
unt me every ni

ght,Bloody eyes 
staring dow

n asking w
hy I didnt figh

t?Like any m
ortal I feared my own exist

ence,I was a cow
ard watchi

ng them die from a distance
.What I regret no

w wish I
 could chan

ge it then,
Rather than

 being gui
lty and jot

ting it wit
h a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
pen. A photograp

her dream
ed  Of a telephot

o lens Capturing l
ight waves

  From beginning
 to end. S

ince time unleashed
  When the B

ig Bang leaped
 And particle

s began lif
e’s history In swirling

 clouds he 
wondered how 

He might pictur
e a piece o

f the mystery.Through po
lished glass

 converging pa
st Planets, 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

stars and 
seasOf swirling 

waves that
 danced an

d swayed 
No less than

 windswep
t trees.A

s he focuse
d his drea

m glassWhere prese
nt meets past A

nd depth o
f field is w

ide;Where the im
age is clea

r and ligh
t streaks st

eer, Far away f
rom the photo

grapher’s 
eye. With shutter

 speed set 
like a fast

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
speed jet B

lazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

Turning his
 wings on the bird 

that sings 
And a girl 

who once stole his
 love.  R

acing thro
ugh time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of lightH

is finger f
eathers the

 button belowCapturing t
he moment in flig

ht.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lingering th
ere in pur

e mid-air Like a magic carpet
 in the wi

nd; Until jolted 
by the sun

 on its morning runW
hile still dr

eaming of tha
t telephoto

 lens. M
aybe today

, perhaps 
tomorrow,He’ll captur

e the illusi
ve the bea

st; The athlete 
who strive

s for the 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
best inside 

Or the homeless sleepi
ng in the 

streets.He’ll stop small birds h
e’s seen an

d heard W
ith their co

lorful feather
s, breast a

nd crown;
  And children

 playing in
 autumn leaves  

Scattered on
 the groun

d.   Weddings an
d rings, fl

owers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

in spring,
Butterflies, 

wistful and
 bright; P

ollinating 
bees and h

ives in the
 trees Or a harvest

 moon late at n
ight. Meadows an

d mountains, 
free flowin

g fountain
sAncient tem

ples in far
away place

s; Fireworks up 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
high on the 4th of July  Olympics and f

ast car ra
ces.   B

ut now fu
lly awaken

ed he know
s he’s mistakenAbout the f

ocal length
 in his dr

eam glass;Lens lust is 
a photogra

pher’s must But 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

this too, h
e knows, 

must pass. L
ike water 

flowing in
 the riverA

nd wind p
assing thr

ough thin 
air;The world he sees 

through hi
s own eyes

. A photograp
her dream

ed  Of a telephot
o 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
lens Capturing l

ight waves
  From beginning

 to end. S
ince time unleashed

  When the B
ig Bang leaped

 And particle
s began lif

e’s history In swirling
 clouds he 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

wondered how 
He might pictur

e a piece o
f the mystery.Through po

lished glass
 converging pa

st Planets, sta
rs and sea

sOf swirling 
waves that

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
danced and

 swayed N
o less than

 windswep
t trees.A

s he focuse
d his drea

m glassWhere prese
nt meets past A

nd depth o
f field 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

is wide;W
here the im

age is clea
r and ligh

t streaks st
eer, Far away f

rom the photo
grapher’s 

eye. With shutter
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
speed set l

ike a fast 
speed jet B

lazing thro
ugh the bl

ue-white w
ispy above

 Turning his
 wings 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

on the bird 
that sings 

And a girl 
who once stole his

 love.  R
acing thro

ugh 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
time while con

tinuing to 
climbHigher throu

gh the pri
sm of 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

lightHis finger f
eathers the

 button 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
below Capturing t

he 

178

Media Landscape

30 It is worth noting that MMA’s findings 
around fairness have been mirrored by 
other monitoring groups using different 
methodologies including commercial 
organisations as well as the Human 
Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and the 
Independent Communications Authority 
of South Africa (Icasa). While the media 
coverage can be said to be fair and 
balanced regarding the majority of political 
parties, MMA has consistently highlighted 
the media’s failure to cover core elections 
issues in sufficient depth and diversity. 
These include issues of poverty, HIV and 
Aids, gender-based violence, education, 
health, crime and children.

31 Regulations on party election broadcasts, 
political adverts, the equitable treatment of 
political parties by broadcast licensees and 
related matters.  Government Gazette Vol 
584 No. 37350 (17 Feb 2014). Page: 13 2. 
Editorial Matters 1. Available at: https://
www.Icasa.org.za/Portals/0/Regulations/
Regulations/Party%20Elections%20
Broadcasts%20Political%20Advertisements/
RegsPartyElectionBroadcasts2014.pdf.

32 MMA (2009)  National and Provincial 
Elections 2009: “A win or a place, citizens 
come last.” Available at: http://www.
mediamonitoringafrica.org/index.php/
resources/entry/national_and_provincial_
elections_2009_a_win_or_a_place_citizens_
come_last/

33 The results of the 2014 analysis were 
out too late to be included in the chapter, 
but people can visit the link and decide 
if the coverage has changed: http:// 
elections2014.mediamonitoringafrica.org/

34 Hall, C (2013)  SA Children’s Gauge Report 
2013. Children’s Institute.

35 See MMA report http://www.media-
monitoringAfrica.org.

36 The research was carried out by the Peri 
Natal HIV Research Unit (PHRU), the Wits 
School of Journalism HIV and the Media 
project, an HIV and media fellow, and MMA.

37 Finlay, A. (2003) Shaping the Conflict: 
Factors Influencing The Representation 

of Conflict Around HIV/AIDS Policy in the 
South African Press.

38 http://www.journaids.org/images/uploads/
docs/Research_HIV_in_the_print_media.pdf

39 During the 2009 general elections analysis, 
some of the most inequitable media were 
public service broadcast stations

40 See Sunday World article, ‘Hands of stone’ 
socks baby mama’  (23/05/2010), as an 
example where gender-based violence is 
trivialised.

41 Journalists from three different major news 
organisations noted at the time that it 
was the story of the year. This was a bold 
claim in South Africa where just a few 
months prior in 2012 we managed to hit 
international news because of the death of 
44 people at Marikana.

42 In stark contrast, the coverage given to 
the Marikana miners in the ongoing Farlam 
Commission of Enquiry is much reduced and 
they are often portrayed as a group not as 
individuals. 

43 The upside of these reports (if we can term 
it that) is that at least the issue of gender-
based violence is highlighted and some 
people humanised. It hasn’t always been 
this way. For example in the 2000’s, stories 
were still reported through a heterosexual 
male perspective. In one story, for example, 
the rape of a woman in a home robbery 
was acknowledged as horrific. Perhaps 
more disturbing however was that it was 
portrayed as even more horrific that the 
husband was forced to watch his wife 
being raped -  as if somehow his trauma 
was worse than that of his wife. So we do 
indeed have a long way to go but gender-
based violence is more frequently reported 
and more accurately portrayed.

   
44 Stegeman, K (2013) Remembering Anene 

Booysen: The sound, the fury and the 
politicking. Mail and Guardian. (11th Feb 
2013).  Available at: http://mg.co.za/
article/2013-02-11-remembering-anene-
booysen-the-sound-the-fury-and-the-
politicking.
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colours posted on the tallest building in 
America.
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Chapter 6:
Journalism in the new world of social 
media

45 Trending is when a lot of people speak 
about the same topic at the same time on 
Twitter. There is daily a new list of trending 
topics which vary by region. Increasingly, 
brand managers are excited by reports that 
a product in their portfolio is ‘trending’ as 
this is an informal barometer of popularity. 
The flipside of course can be devastating. 
Recently a young woman of South African 
descent, Justine Sacco, living and working 
in the US, boarded a flight from London 
to Cape Town. Before she switched off her 
mobile she tweeted ‘Going to Africa, hope 
I don’t get AIDS. Kidding, I’m white’. With 
that she settled in for a good night’s sleep 
over a long haul. Upon landing 12 hours later 
she discovered that she was the topic of 
worldwide conversations and condemnation, 
and the subject of a trending topic 
#HasJustineLandedYet. Trending topics on  
Twitter were initially the domain of hashtags 
– key words with which users can search 
conversations – but now any noun in any 
conversation that generates a significant 
amount of mentions in any particular 
geographical location can trend there.

 46 US online trends, which tend to set the 
bar, have seen the percentage of people 
who see their news headlines online more 
than double in the past two years. Over the 
same period, the number of regular users 
of online news sites has tripled, whilst 33 per 
cent of under 30s get their news from social 
media and 34 per cent from TV, in contrast 
to 13 per cent who read traditional or even 
digital newspapers. Undoubtedly, social 
media influence is rising. 

47 Not only did the Superbowl shatter two 
records for tweets per second in 2012 – 
peaking at 12,233 TPS, this year, pre-game 
marketing has incoporated a light show 
in on New York’s Empire State Building. 
Responses to the hashtag #WhosGonnaWin 
either swathe the building in green and 
silver or orange and blue. These colour 
combinations represent the two competing 
teams, Seahawks and Broncos. Whichever 
team has the most support gets their 
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