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The South African transport sector 
employs 584 000 people in the formal 
and informal sectors, which represent 
4,3% of the active population.
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The Department of Transport aims to achieve the 
following:

Policy
Public Transport Strategy 
(2007 – 2020)

service delivery. 

transport service delivery away from operator 

is to provide quality services along priority corri-
dors, remove duplicate services and provide inte-

recapitalised taxi services. 

2010 Transport Action Plan 
The Department of Transport, in consultation with 

Action Plan. The plan integrates transport, secu-
rity, emergency response and socio-economic 
development.

Action Plan are to:
-

ise exisiting transport infrastructure

 

-
port system through investments in:

had gathered momentum with most of the infra-
structure either under construction or scheduled 

was at an advanced stage. 
The complete National Transport Plan, which 

Electronic National Traffic 
Information System (eNaTIS)

-

the-art technology.

enforces the requirements of the National Road 

of vehicles, and manages and records applica-

tool that is used to ensure that details of stolen 
vehicles are circulated to prevent the irregular or 
fraudulent re-registration of such vehicles. 

advantages:

online transactions
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directly with the South African Police Service 
-

ers, vehicle importers, investigative agencies, 
 

Vehicles are managed on the system from factory 
floor to scrap yard. Since the new system was 

-

 

maintained.

Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) 

and participation through ownership, management 
and employment in companies throughout the 
transport-sector value chain. The charter aims to 

-

at the centre of economic growth to promote 
-

the racial composition of ownership and manage-
ment structures of existing and new enterprises.

Non-motorised transport (NMT)

areas. 

among other things, cycling and animal-drawn 
carts.

provinces. 

communities.

-

New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (Nepad)

-
ing an effectively co-ordinated African response 

actively to the practical realisation of Nepad and 
the Southern African Development Community 

services 

maintenance.

Public entities and other agencies

the South African National Roads Agency Limited 
-

Railway Safety Regulator, the South African Civil 

-

-

transport include:

 Scheme.

i
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-

procedures and remove limitations on delivery 
capacity

monitoring of performance agreements

entities. 

South African National Roads Agency 
Limited
Sanral is an independent, statutory company 

-

roads

management of its assets

in agreement with a foreign country, provide, 
operate and maintain roads in that country.

South African Maritime Safety  
Authority

promoting safety of life and property at sea, 
-

ing from ships and co-ordinating overall technical 

foreign relations, marine pollution and certain 

services in a regional context

missions

service

aids

on ships calling at South African ports, direct user 
charges and government service fees.

Cross-Border Road Transport Agency 
 

-
tive and consultative relationships and structures 

-

processing and disseminating relevant informa-

promoting entrepreneurship, focusing on small, 

The functions of the agency include: 

process of negotiating and renegotiating cross-
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Road Accident Fund 

petrol and diesel sold in South Africa.   

 

promulgated. The legislative amendments to the 
-

tion system that promoted inequality and threat-

victims of road accidents.
All claims in respect of accidents that occur 

under the new Act. Claims in respect of accidents 
that occurred prior to this date will continue to 

amendments in this regard include, among other 
things, the following:

of a claim for loss of support. This amount will 

-
 

scarring, loss of pleasures of life (such as where 

-

-
ers. This means that in case of emergencies 

-

in cases other than the emergencies, the tariffs 

respect of claims from passengers in the offending 
car will fall away, meaning that passengers in the 

offending car will have the same rights to compen-
sation as other victims.

South African Civil Aviation Authority
The SACAA promotes, regulates and enforces civil-
aviation safety and security.

The SACAA is a leader in the aviation-regulatory 

meetings and conferences, and is the driving 
seat of efforts to harmonise aviation regulations 
in the region and to improve the level of aviation 
surveillance.

and indirect fees and government funding for the 
investigation of aircraft accidents. User fees are 

provide the relevant direct services. This approach 
-

tory regime and a safer civil-aviation system.

and training of experienced pilots, technicians and 

of the SACAA. To assist with these and other initi-
atives, the Department of Transport granted the 

oversight mandate.

Airports Company of South Africa 

 

consolidated terminal capacity for smaller airports 
is two million passengers.

Airports
-

Acsa also has a 35-year concession to operate the 

 
-
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airport infrastructure, such as providing and 

rescue services

provision of space within terminals to appro-
-

space for advertisers

well as functioning as commercial landlords.
The aviation sector is critical, particularly in 

Construction at airports, especially those that will 

is progressing well. 

airports continues to surge and is estimated to 
 

this growth in passenger demand has necessitated 
enormous investment in airport infrastructure. 

-

international arrival and departure areas were 
under construction.

-

-

progressing rapidly. The construction of a second 

directly opposite the international terminal is also 

-

-
 

R49 million respectively. There is also a terminal 

Air-Traffic Navigation Services

maintenance of navigation equipment, including 
-

tion technical staff.

for equipment support.
The ATNS does not receive government trans-

fers and derives its funding from its operations.
-

national Airport is the nerve centre of all airport 

management are co-ordinated. The centre serves 
-

gencies and an information technology centre.

Transnet Limited
Transnet, which is transforming into a focused 
freight-transport and logistics company, comprises 
the following operating divisions:

division

system

Assessment Programme, assessing the civil aviation author-

ity of each country with carriers operating to the USA.  

the Netherlands, United Kingdom, Australia, Spain and 

i
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leading ports

of high-pressure, long-distance pipelines.
The initiatives in transport reflect the priorities 
government has set for itself. Transnet is invest-

upgrading freight rail infrastructure and rail engi-
neering. The upgrading of the freight rail infra-

rail in respect of the transportation of goods. 

Road transport
National roads

The Department of Transport continues to 

maintained and safe. A new national roads plan is 

of roads to the economy.

for road infrastructure, maintenance and upgrad-

Provincial roads
-

ning, constructing and maintaining roads and 

governments. The Department of Transport assists 

provincial and local governments to improve and 
develop the state of their roads. 

Municipal roads
The construction and maintenance of most roads 

municipality concerned.

Toll roads

a 30-year period to assess private-sector funding.

and Transfer principle. This allows greater private-
-

concession period expires, the facility is trans-

 
Public transport

-
tency. National government, however, is responsi-

-
gic implementation. The Department of Transport 

According to the National Household Travel 
Survey, 2003

as the main mode of travel, there were another  

National Transport Register 

the National Transport Register.
The purpose of this register is to integrate 

-

Transnet Limited announced that its revenue 

volumes increased in all operating divisions, 

-

expenditure programme.

i
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road-carrier permits, regulating entry into the 

-
 

taxi associations with the Provincial Registrar to 
formalise the industry. The system supports the 
registrar with:

-

Urban transport

-

programmes for adequate transportation develop-

-

The planning of transport for metropolitan 
-

ance with a growth-management plan, and travel 
modes should not compete with one another. 

 

 

supports provincial departments of transport and 

menal growth during the last few years, leading to 

as modes of transport. 

Rural transport

freight logistics. 

is underway to map the co-ordination of service 

wide planning, implementation and investment 

-

Motor vehicles

This phase will involve developing a railway line, which 

-

-

 

-

i
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Taxi Recapitalisation Programme  
(TRP)

industry that supports a strong economy, that puts 

response to the recommendations of the National 

to turn around the taxi industry.
-

ments include possession of legitimate docu-
mentation and securing the appropriate type of  

 

 
transport feeder systems. 

taxi vehicles and their replacement with new taxi 

-

-
tors as scrapping allowances. 

Bus Rapid Transport

-

 

The enclosed stations will have high security 

and stations. Commuters from low-income areas 
will have equal access to economically active 

station access gates

high-density areas
-

house gas emissions are drastically reduced.

-
egy and Action Plan.

-

the way South Africans drive. Under the Act, all drivers will 

payment remains outstanding, the Sheriff of the Court will 

-

reduced at a rate of one point per three-month period, under 

the provision that no other demerit points are incurred during 

-

i
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on the:

services within the inner city, and to the airport 

Road-traffic safety

management and service provision

spheres of government in the management of 

local government efforts, particularly in road-

for the historically disadvantaged sectors, to 

-

spheres of government to strengthen its collec-

The Constitution authorises provinces to exer-
cise legislative and executive powers pertaining 

Transport. 

-

-
holders in the private sector. The ministers of 

-
opment, provincial and local government, safety 

Three Acts provide for the national co-ordination 
of regulation and law enforcement, the registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles and the training 

-
-

 

are capacitated, empowered and supported in the 
planning, execution and reviewing of their road-

priorities. 
 

training academy and integrated management 
 

integrated, aligned and co-ordinated to ensure 
standardised training facilities, material and 
standards. 

Arrive Alive

aims to:

-

print for the planning, development and main-

spheres of government. 

-

-

 

development of systems to ensure world-class assessment 

and maintenance programmes, as well as the full utilisa-

Corridor is an example of this.

using a single transponder in each vehicle to register use. 

i
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compared with the same period the previous 
year

government. 

Cross-border transport
Multilateral
The SADC Protocol on Transport, Communica-

-

entire spectrum of the transport, communications 

-
tive and fully integrated infrastructure and opera-

addresses road transport, and aims to facilitate the 

-
nised policy, which lays down general operational  
conditions for carriers.

-

-

charges and passenger transport. 
The activities of the Passenger-Transport 

These committees comprise representatives from 

Bilateral

The two governments also signed agreements 
dealing with road freight and passenger transport 

-
-

and management of the Trans-Kalahari Corridor 

following the completion of the Trans-Kgalagadi 

-

Africa and is closest to shipping routes to and from 

The development of the TKC has the poten-

SADC exporters and importers. This is expected 
-

agreements with the United States of America 

Rail transport

made every day, South Africa has the fastest 

increased funding for passenger rail transport 

-

signalling infrastructure.

-

and assisting in relieving congestion on the road 

improvements at stations such as Nasrec, Doorn-
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-

completed already.

a comprehensive recapitalisation programme to 
improve rail safety and revive rail transport as a 

Passenger rail safety
The Department of Transport is implementing the 
National Rail Passenger Plan, which charts the 
way for the future of passenger-rail services in 
South Africa.

proposed:

-
ing rail strengths.

the setting up of the independent Railway Safety 
-

ter of Transport. 

 

statistics, operator-safety plans and accident 

to respond to a notice could result in the operator, 

Since the reintroduction of the railway police 

and train stations. 

completed countrywide. The SARCC is spend-
-

sion of 30 accommodation facilities to the South 

-
-

demonstrated the improved safety for rail passen-
gers and the soccer-loving community nationally 
and internationally.

Through the Rail Passenger Plan, the depart-

the deployment of more than 5 000 railway police 
on passenger rail to provide and enhance safety 
for rail passengers.

The development of industrial and local stand-
ards, which will cover certain geographical loca-

Gautrain
-

-

complete.
The concrete infrastructure is also set to cross 

-

and the Sandton Station, including two stations in 

analysis has indicated that:

per day

per year

costs for passengers travelling in this corridor 

-
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South African Rail Commuter 
Corporation-Metrorail

 

consolidation of all passenger rail entities in 
 

 

The SARCC operates the Rail Commuter  

Rail Commuter Services is operated as a social-
-

standards, safety and security levels, and operat-

The long-term plan for the upgrading of flagship 

expected to attract more passengers to trains. 

and other municipalities to ensure that rail ser- 
vices support integrated transport plans devel-

the current rail environment is intended to create 

Africans.

-

Allocations include:

additional eight train-sets for Tshwane

Freight transport
The fourth State of Logistics Survey 

-

and 50% more than rail transport in additional 
costs, which cargo owners and end customers 

the integration of marginalised local economies 
with the main logistics corridors.

The Department of Transport, in close co-oper-

implementing the National Overload Control Strat-

road safety and ensure seamless movement of 
cargo. The department has also developed guide-

 
regulation in the heavy-vehicle industry. This is 
aimed at fostering a partnership to ensure proper 
load management, vehicle roadworthiness and 

Transnet Freight Rail

operating division of Transnet, has as its primary 
purpose the transportation of rail freight. Core 
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company that specialises in the transportation of 
freight. 

The company is proud of its reputation for tech-

in driving the competitiveness of the South African 
economy.

 
Saharan region. 

fertiliser, cement, lime, iron steel and scrap

moving consumer goods 
-

sale, automotive and industrial.

Civil aviation
According to the 2007/08 SACAA Annual Report, 

year over the past three years, largely due to the  
proliferation of low-cost airlines following the 

country regularly.

experienced an international passenger growth 
-

passengers annually.  Smaller airports such as 

-

consolidated terminal capacity for smaller airports 
is two million  passengers. 

An important area for the Department of Trans-
-

-

Acsa, in turn, continues with its concerted infra-
structure expenditure through developments at OR 

provide for the expansion of airport infrastructure.

The new international arrivals hall at 

arrivals facility, which includes a more user-friendly customs 

control process. 

arrivals halls. According to Airports Company South Africa, 

 space will ultimately include retail facili-

 

exchange services as well as various eateries expected to 

 

 

i
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Airlift Strategy
The Department of Transport has developed the 

structured regulatory measures for increasing 
tourism growth for South Africa. 

-

industry

-

increase African connectivity and access through 
the accelerated implementation of the Yamous-

-

requires the creation and maintenance of an 

and consumers of air-transport services may exer-

-
pects of South Africa as a preferred air-travel 

air-services negotiations with other priorities.

needs of intra-African air services, and aims to 
improve the regulation of particularly the supply-
side of air transport services.

-

is expected to promote the provision of adequate 
air-service capacity and infrastructure to cater 

international partners.

Airlines 

companies. 

 

air operate scheduled air services within South 

Scheduled international air services are also 

-

-

South African Airways

Skytrax 
Survey is recognised as an independent passen-

Africa.
SAA is the only non-stop service from the USA 

-
ington, DC and a daily direct service from New 

entertainment on these flights, increasing the 

TV programmes and music from many different 
genres on offer.

 
demand entertainment system with a full range 
of upgraded content. Travellers in premium class 

across the rest of the continent. As a Star Alli-



549 SA YEARBOOK 2008/09     
TRANSPORT

daily, including convenient connections from more 
than 30 cities in the USA through code-share 

-
lan programmes can earn and redeem miles on 
all SAA flights.

Aviation safety and security

associated services, will continue to assist in the 
reduction of accidents.

safety oversight capacity to improve investiga-

-

safety management system. South Africa complies 

security. SAA participated in the Operation Safety 

successfully complete its safety audit.
South Africa is also participating in the devel-

control centre for the SADC. This initiative proposes 

provide air-navigation services to all aircraft flying 

-

and international air services. Other aims include 
promoting:

safety and upper-airspace-control regimes are 
-

programmes

-

Proposed legislation governing civil aviation will 
facilitate the appointment of a national aviation 

security co-ordinator to formulate and enforce 

Transport Portfolio Committee in Parliament on 

apply to all aircraft, airports and related economic 

to an airport in the interests of safety and air navi-

in terms of trespass or nuisance relating to the 
-

-
-

to prevent accidents. 
-

-

departments in the investigation of an accident or 
incident. 

The proposed legislation also outlines unac-

-
ered to issue appropriate orders to counter any 
perceived or real security threat to aircraft or 

order airport managers to conduct extensive 
searches of passengers, aircraft and facilities to 

employ a National Civil Aviation Security Co-ordi-
nator, who will serve a three-year term with the 

-

that compliance with aviation security standards 
is maintained.

Ports
Commercial ports play a crucial role in South 
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economic regulation of the ports system, in line 

equity of access to ports and to monitor the activi-
ties of the TNPA. The regulator also promotes regu-
lated competition, hears appeals and complaints, 
and investigates such complaints. 

The TNPA is the largest port authority on the 

Ngqura. 

port policies

ports and their environments
-

ties for each port. 
The TNPA also has a control function, which 
includes: 

aids

-

land.
-

ness and facilitate the expansion of the economy 

the following divisions: 

Trade and Logistics

Landlord Services
Landlord Services ensures the planning, develop-
ment and optimal use of port property and infra-
structure, as well as a safe, secure and healthy 
port environment. 

The division consists of property, engineering, 
and planning and development. Landlord Services 

earner, initially through wharfage, and currently 
through cargo dues. 

Maritime Services

in shipping services, dredging navigational water-
ways, and ensuring a safe shipping environment 
through vessel-tracing services, pilotage and 
lighthouse services.

The ports provide:

Lighthouse Services
Lighthouse Services operates 45 lighthouses along 
the South African coastline.

ensuring improved safety of navigation within the 
port and port limits, and enhancing the service 
provided to the port user. 

Marine Services

Portcon International
This division provides a consultancy and training 
service appropriate to ports operating within the 
African context.

Port and Corporate Affairs

platforms.
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Deepwater ports

port in terms of cargo volumes, handling in excess 
of 80 mt of cargo annually.

-
 

state-of-the-art terminal infrastructures, allows 
for high-speed, high-volume cargo handling and a 
fast turnaround of vessels.

the privately operated coal terminal. Other private 
operators within the port include several wood-

terminal that handles a variety of commodities on 
its conveyor system. 

-

handled.  A high-volume woodchip loader, commis-

facilities. 

deepest and the largest natural port in southern 
Africa. The port is unique in that it has a purpose-

iron ore-handling port in South Africa.

Hub ports

-

 

such facility in the southern hemisphere and is 
geared to expand in terms of cargo handling.

serving South Africa, as well as west and east 
African countries. The port is also the premier 
port for a wide range of commodities, includ-
ing coal, mineral ores, granite, chemicals, petro-
chemicals, steel, forest products, citrus prod-
ucts, sugar and grain. The Port of Cape Town is 

-
pose dry, and liquid and dry terminals, as well as 

of Cape Town is strategically positioned and ideally 

national economy. 

examples of these services.

Multipurpose ports

heavily industrialised and intensively farmed areas, 

motor-vehicle-manufacturing industry, the port 
imports large volumes of containerised compo-
nents and raw material for this industry. 

 
products. Apart from agricultural produce, manga-
nese ore, motor-vehicle-industry-related products 
and steel are exported.

The container terminal has maintained the 
highest handling rates in Africa in recent years and 

-

has in the past specialised in serving the local 

the oil industry as well as other client-orientated 
marine cargo.
This port is the only South African port that oper-
ates two offshore mooring points within port limits. 



552

export and import terminals in South Africa.
Through Transnet, government is investing 

improvement.

Pipelines
Transnet Pipelines owns, maintains and operates a 

and gas pipelines. 

-

Maritime affairs
Maritime administration, legislation  
and shipping

-

-

safety of life and property at sea within South Afri-

Kuswag coast-
watch vessels to perform this function. Samsa is 

-
-

time Organisation in London, with respect to:

ships

aids

Samsa has an operations unit, a policy unit and a 

-
lishing a coastal patrol service and managing 

Samsa is steadily improving its capacity to 
monitor safety standards of foreign vessels. A 

complying with international safety standards are 

-

the world.
-

Training

-

-
grated with the Cape Peninsula University of Tech-

training at the Cape Peninsula University of Tech-

-

ity and Port Terminals divisions, primarily to 

seven existing commercial ports and the new Ngqura Port.

i
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the Training Centre for Seamen, situated in the 

catering department ratings.

accrediting all maritime courses. 
Other maritime training organisations offer a 

within the South African maritime industry. These 
are situated mainly in the ports of Cape Town and 

Search-and-rescue services

providing a search-and-rescue function in South 
Africa. The search-and-rescue programme has 

The South African Search-and-Rescue Organ-
 

Sasar is a voluntary organisation function-
ing under the auspices of the Department of 
Transport.

necessary, rescue survivors of aircraft accidents 
or forced landings, vessels in distress, and acci-

organisations, and private aircraft and shipping 
companies for search-and-rescue purposes. 

-

Africa, SAA and the Department of Provincial and 

Voluntary organisations such as the 4x4 Rescue 

The Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre 
is an operational facility of Sasar that promotes the 

 
vices and co-ordinates aeronautical search-and-

improving the safety of South African airspace. 

Maritime safety

oil. South African weather conditions present 
regular challenges to vessels, often resulting in 

has received more than 500 distress signals from 
vessels off the South African coastline, some as 
far south as Antarctica. Various laden, very large 

ship transfers, and the affected vessels repaired or 

other ports for permanent repairs.

Prevention Strategy, and is ready to respond in 
case of threat to the environment or to provide 

agreement with the states of west Africa in the 
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