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manages South Africa’s foreign-policy and international relations programmes 
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These are guided by a commitment to promoting:

mechanisms for resolving conflicts

international co-operation.
The department continues to implement its  
strategic priorities in line with government’s 

programme of the International Relations, Peace 
and Security Cluster. 

South Africa and Africa
South Africa’s development is inextricably linked  
to the development of Africa and the southern 
African region. 

Africa faces the challenge of positioning itself 
to address the marginalisation of the continent by 
engaging global role-players on socio-economic 

order.

African Union (AU)
The AU is Africa’s premier institution and principal 
organisation for the promotion of the continent’s 
accelerated socio-economic integration, which 
will lead to greater unity and solidarity between 
African countries and peoples. South Africa was 
instrumental in establishing the AU and its organs, 
namely the:

Rights.

Monetary Fund, African Central Bank and African 

summit. 

African countries and the peoples of Africa

and independence of its member states

integration of the continent

continent
-

tions, popular participation and good govern-
ance

the continent to play its rightful role in the global 
economy and in international negotiations

 
nomic, social and cultural level, and integrating 
African economies

activity to raise living standards 

 
ting good health on the continent.

The AU has made notable progress towards the 
political and economic integration of the conti-
nent:

-
sible for the resolution of conflicts, peacekeep-

-

which includes the Standby Force, with a 

implemented
 

underway
The eight existing regional economic communities 

-
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begun to determine time lines to achieve free trade 
agreements and customs unions.

Promoting peace, security and 
stability on the continent
The AU is responsible for the peaceful resolution 
of conflict among member states, through such 
appropriate means as may be decided upon by the 
AU Assembly. 

The PSC Protocol t

-
tive security and early warning arrangement, the 
PSC allows for a timely and effective response to 
conflict and crises in Africa.

In terms of PSC statutes, all African countries 
should establish their own early warning centres.

The AU PSC Protocol provides for the creation 
of the African Standby Force, to be operationalised 

The second extraordinary session of the AU 

the Common African Defence and Security Policy.
South Africa is sparing no effort in conflict reso-

lution and/or peacekeeping missions in the Demo-

Socio-economic development and 
integration of the continent
The AU is the principal institution responsible for 
promoting sustainable development at economic, 
social and cultural level, as well as integrating  

building blocks of the AU, necessitating the need 
for their close involvement in formulating and 
implementing all AU programmes.

To this end, the AU must co-ordinate and take 
decisions on policies in areas of common inte- 
rest to member states, as well as co-ordinate and 
harmonise policies between existing and future 

-
tives. Seven specialised technical committees are 
responsible for the actual implementation of the 
continental socio-economic integration process, 
together with the PRC.

New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (Nepad)
South Africa, in collaboration with key African 
countries, has been at the forefront in devel-
oping Nepad as Africa’s premier development 
programme, in mobilising African and interna-
tional support for Nepad and in supporting Nepad 
structures and processes. Nepad is a holistic, inte-
grated, sustainable development initiative prima-

that focuses on creating the conditions for sustain-
able development, namely: 

 
nance 

poverty, halt the marginalisation of Africa in the 
globalisation process, promote the empowerment 
and economic integration of women and achieve 

The underlying principles of Nepad are: 
-

tance of good political, economic and corporate 
governance in creating the conditions for devel-
opment, with African governments embrac-
ing greater accountability to their constituents. 
Nepad also seeks to base Africa’s partnership 
with the North on mutual accountability.  

is African-led and -owned. Ownership should 
be promoted through broad and deep partici-
pation by all sectors of society, and by tapping 

needs and solutions. 

between and among Africans, it seeks to accel-
erate sustainable development in Africa through 
partnerships with the South, and to forge a 
new partnership with the developed North that 

Resources for Nepad are mobilised by way of 
increasing savings and capital inflows via debt 

through better management of public revenue and 
expenditure. 

-
mation of a shared vision, conviction and a pledge 
by Africa and its leaders to eradicate poverty and 
to place African countries, both individually and 
collectively, on a path of sustainable growth and 
development, halting the marginalisation of Africa 
in the globalisation process. 

Rights Commissioner in Geneva, Switzerland, i



245 SA YEARBOOK 2008/09     
FOREIGN RELATIONS

Over the past six years, the activities of Nepad 
evolved from the conceptualisation of frame-
works for the actualisation of the new vision and 
onwards to implementation strategies and action 

sectoral frameworks and mechanisms have been 
developed and are being implemented in the 

Such areas include:
-

ment programme 

development 

action plan 

 

-

were not among top priorities of the develop-
ment agenda of international partners. As a result, 
within South-South and South-North co-opera-
tion, these priority areas have now become core 
issues. Furthermore, the successful development 
and launch of the Investment Climate Facility has 
been implemented. This facility is aimed at making 
African countries more attractive to investment 
globally.

focus of Nepad has seen the emergence of the 
Global Fund through which resources are provided 

tuberculosis and malaria, and address their impact 
on development. Increased support for integrated 
health systems to deliver programmes and new 
approaches to the training and retention of health 
workers are emerging. Countries have moved to 

Other achievements include the establishment 

increases in national and multicountry infrastruc-

early successes in infrastructure, the Infrastruc-

-
ture development was the launch of the Pan- 
African Infrastructure Development Fund during 
the Accra Summit. This fund, with at least  

Nepad has forged global partnerships with 
industrialised and developing countries and multi-
lateral organisations. 

At international level, the UN adopted Nepad as 
a framework for the programmes of its agencies 

Nepad as a framework for their development 

Africa Action Plan, which focuses on Nepad priori-

-

also embraced Nepad in a similar fashion. 
Nepad introduced the APRM, accepted by 

member states of the AU as an African self-moni-
toring mechanism. 

The peer review process is aimed 
at addressing corruption, poor gover- 

 
services to the citizens of African countries. It 
encourages the adoption of policies, standards 
and practices that lead to political stability, high 
economic growth, sustainable development and 
accelerated regional and continental economic 
integration through the sharing of experiences and 
best practices and is important to the sustainability 
of Nepad. 

Representation in South Africa and abroad

2004/05 2007/08

South African missions in Africa 37

South African missions in the world

Source: Development Indicators, 2008

2001/02



246246

The APRM has received international acclaim 

in Ghana, Rwanda, Kenya, South Africa, Algeria, 
Benin, Uganda, Nigeria and Burkina Faso. Country-
review missions were completed in Lesotho, Mali, 

-

to the APRM. A formal application for member-
ship of the APRM was received from Togo, which 
increased the membership of the mechanism to 

-
ters of the countries in  Africa. 

Implementation Committee, at its meeting in Addis 

the integration of Nepad into the AU structures and 

conclusions agreed on at the Nepad Brainstorm-

was further recommended that a close working 
relationship be established between the Nepad 
Secretariat and the AU Commission in facilitating 
this issue. For South Africa, the implementation 

the regional expression of Nepad, forms a critical 

consolidation of the African Agenda. 
Concerning the implementation of Nepad at 

national level, this is situated within the overall 
South African national development framework 
and strategy, the International Relations, Peace 

-
ities, for example:

-

Africa’s Peer Review Report in terms of the 
-

nated by the Department of Public Service and 

development and implementation of Nepad and 
RISDP programmes within South Africa. 

The Addis Ababa Summit decision regarding 
the expeditious integration of Nepad into the AU 

step forward, especially in terms of the continen-
tal ownership of Nepad and the AU serving as an 
implementing agent in its own right. 

A critical aspect is the use of continental devel-

-
opment Fund, the African Development Fund, the 
African Infrastructure Consortium, the African 

and the Common African Agriculture Development 

Structures
Heads of State and Government  
Implementation Committee (HSGIC)

of the AU. The chairperson of the AU Commission 

Committee, and the AU Commission is expected to 
participate in steering committee meetings.

 
ting states: South Africa, Nigeria, Algeria, Senegal 

priorities and Nepad’s programme of action. 

Peacekeeping operations

Personnel 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Democratic Republic 

of Congo

Eritrea and Ethiopia 5 7 7 7

Burundi

Liberia 3 3

Sudan 339

Total 1 123 1 579 1 686 4 477 4 358 4 462 4 900 4 016 4 860

Source: Department of Foreign Affairs.
The table included deployment of uniformed military observers, hence the small numbers in some cases.
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Steering Committee
The Steering Committee comprises representa-

Secretariat.

Secretariat
The Nepad Secretariat co-ordinates imple-

-
tariat, located at the Development Bank  of South-
ern Africa in Midrand, provides liaison, co-ordina-
tion, and administrative and logistical functions 
for Nepad.

The AU’s mechanisms for peer review and 
conflict resolution reflect commitment to human 
rights, democratisation, good governance, and 
peace and security.

Southern African  
Development Community

when it was formed as a loose alliance of nine 

the Southern African Development Co-ordination 
Conference, with the main aim of co-ordinatng 

 
dence on the then apartheid South Africa. The 
founding member states are: Angola, Botswana, 

Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

decided that South Africa should focus on the 
following priorities:

development

expedite the continent’s access to the informa-
tion highway

-
tariat.

took over the chair of the SADC at the summit. The 
-

tion of the SADC Protocol on Gender and Develop-
ment were some of the highlights of the summit. 

regional economic integration. 
The FTA Agreement is part of the SADC’s 

ongoing efforts to create strong relations with 
southern African countries through trade. The 
SADC also aims to create a regional customs 
union, referred to as the Southern African Customs 

Other agreements signed at the summit 

DRC.

Southern Africa
Angola

decades of war, peace still prevails in that country. 

of Africa’s most protracted and devastating wars. 
The Memorandum of Commitment between 

the Angolan Government and the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola, which was 

-
shed along the road to peace and reconciliation. It 
was agreed then that elections would be held as 
soon as circumstances permitted.

South Africa committed itself to assist-
ing Angola with its post-conflict reconstruction 

 
 

The South African Government has offered to 
provide technical assistance, if and when needed, 
to the planned elections in Angola.

Lesotho
 

ting South Africa’s bilateral relations with Lesotho 

venture to supply water to South Africa, espe-
cially the rapidly growing urban population of 
Gauteng, and to meet Lesotho’s electricity needs. 

3 of water 
to South Africa per year. 

South Africa and Lesotho agreed to engage in a 
strategic partnership to help Lesotho in accelerat-
ing its economic development to raise its status 
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this purpose, South Africa and Lesotho signed the 

In addition to strategic areas of co-operation, 
 

ting relations between South Africa and Lesotho. 

co-operation between the two countries. 
-

Forestry is providing Lesotho with technical assis- 
tance and capacity-building to improve hydrologi-

Formal bilateral meetings under the auspices of 

Botswana
-

-
-

Malawi
Malawi is one of South Africa’s main trading part-
ners in the southern African region, with the trade 
balance in South Africa’s favour.

South Africa-based companies increasingly 
interested in linking up with and establishing a 

-
communications and the retail sectors, to those in 
the construction industry.

South Africa’s former Deputy Minister  of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Aziz Pahad, together with his Malawian 

co-chaired the inaugural session of the South Afri-

South Africa’s priority to strengthen bilateral politi-
cal, economic and trade relations with Malawi to 
consolidate the SADC developmental agenda. 

Indian Ocean islands
South Africa’s political, economic and diplomatic 
relations with countries in the Indian Ocean islands 
remain strong. 

in Port Louis, Mauritius. Bilateral relations have 

and investments, culture, sport and recreation. 

of the General Co-operation Agreement as well 
as agreements in other areas such as education, 

maritime, environment and tourism as well as 
social development. 

Comoros

the Fomboni All-Party Framework Agreement of  

three sister islands and for the Union of Comoros 

South Africa, as the AU-mandated co-ordinator 
of the Countries of the Region on the Comoros, is 
facilitating and closely monitoring the transition 
process. 

Mozambique

and friendly political and economic relations, both 
in a bilateral and multilateral context. 

well and expectations are that the average growth 

years will continue.

largest export market in southern Africa. South 

the strongest in the southern Africa region. 

was held in Maputo.
The meeting ensured the maintenance of sound 

political and economic relations between South 

Forty agreements covering various spheres of 
co-operation were entered into between the two 
countries. 

-
cultural development, natural gas trade, de- 

water commission, promotion and reciprocal 
protection of investment, and custom administra-
tion.

political bilateral discussions with his Mozam-
bican counterpart, President Armando Guebuza, 
in Maputo.
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Namibia
Co-operation in various areas marks the relation-
ship between South Africa and Namibia.

The two governments often meet at high-level 
engagements such as the regular heads of state 
economic bilateral meetings. The meetings focus 

spatial development initiatives, tourism, energy 
matters as well as matters related to Sacu and the 
SADC.

Security aims to identify, discuss and promote 
co-operation regarding bilateral and regional 

state and public security. 

a platform for reinforcing bilateral economic rela-
tions between South Africa and Namibia.

Since the establishment of the commission, 
South Africa has assisted Namibia to establish a 

unit and became the third country on the continent 

and to conduct successful heart operations. 
South Africa is one of Namibia’s important 

economic partners. Bilateral trade between South 
Africa and Namibia accounts for two thirds of 
Namibia’s total foreign trade.

South Africa and Namibia are part of SADC 

Commission. The two countries share a common 

integration and development. 

Swaziland

Kingdom of Swaziland where he held bilateral 
political and economic discussions with King 
Mswati III about, among other things:

economic integration between the two coun-
tries. 

Tanzania
Bilateral relations with Tanzania are cordial and 

mutual interest. Both countries have experienced 

similar constitutional developments and chal-
lenges, and share similar views on multilateral 
issues. Trade between South Africa and Tanzania 
is steadily increasing and a number of exchanges 

co-operation. 
Close co-operation takes place in a number of 

-

on a wide variety of issues have been signed. The 

necessary co-operative framework to manage 
the development and implementation of bilateral 

Zambia
South Africa has established a deep mutual bond 
with Zambia, as evidenced by existing bilateral 
agreements and an annual increase in trade and 
investment flow between the two countries.

Former South African President and Mrs Mbeki, 
supported by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, represented the 

-
cial funeral service of the late Zambian President, 

Uganda

in northern Uganda as part of the AU mission.

Kenya

sent a relief consignment to Kenya in response to 
an appeal for emergency support aimed at helping 
its internally displaced persons, following the elec-
tions in December, which resulted in sporadic 
violence. 

The consignment comprised, among other 

-

Industry, Mr Mandisi Mpahlwa and the Kenyan 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Trade 
and Industry, Mr Uhuru Kenyatta, addressed and 

They also signed a bilateral trade co-operation 
agreement and an MoU on economic co-opera-
tion.
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Zimbabwe

proximity, South Africa and Zimbabwe also have 

and cultural ties. The people of Zimbabwe also 
played an important role in supporting the libera-
tion struggle against apartheid in South Africa. 

The relationship at government-to-government 
level between South Africa and Zimbabwe is cordial 
and high-level co-operation is taking place. 

A political agreement between Zanu-PF and 

a long process of negotiations facilitated by South 
Africa under the aegis of SADC and the AU.

In the agreement, parties declared their commit-
ment to work together to create a genuine solution 
to the situation in Zimbabwe.

ended more than four months of negotiations and 
agreed to a transitional power-sharing govern-
ment. 

meeting that was held in South Africa. The agree-
ment is expected to last for up to two years after 
which elections are to be held under a new consti-
tution. 

Ethiopia

embassy in Addis Ababa. The SANDF has been 

-

The two delegations recalled the signing of 

General Co-operation Agreement between the 

-
tiations on all draft agreements that have been 
exchanged between the two delegations and to 
further explore areas of co-operation. 

This meeting will also prepare for the second 

Development co-operation
South Africa is not a donor country, but devel-
opment co-operation with countries in Africa is 
integral to the country’s foreign policy. Assis- 
tance is wide-ranging and includes educational 
visits by agriculturists, establishing viable training 
centres, conserving the environment, and render-
ing medical assistance and technology-exchange 

aimed at capacity-building, especially to SADC 
-

ing economic development, peace and stabil-
ity, democracy and the African Renaissance on a 
regional basis. 

Relations with central Africa
South Africa continued to strengthen its bilateral 
relations with the countries in the central African 

The embassies in Cameroon, Gabon, Congo and 

represent South Africa in Chad and São Tomé and 
Principe. An honorary consul has been appointed 

South Africa’s programmes in that country.

Gabon
Diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

-
work was created through the signing of a co- 
operation agreement, and further agreements 
were since signed. 

São Tomé and Principe
Diplomatic relations between São Tomé and  
Principe and South Africa were established in May 

São Tomé and Principe under the accreditation of 
the embassy in Libreville, Gabon. 

A general co-operation agreement between São 
Tomé and Principe and South Africa was signed 

Congo
Diplomatic relations between South Africa and 
the Republic of Congo were established in 

 

between South Africa and Congo was signed in 
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Equatorial Guinea

The two countries have signed bilateral agree-
ments in the following areas: general co-oper-
ation, defence and regular diplomatic consulta-
tion. The South African oil company Petro-SA is 
involved in oil-exploration activities in that country. 

in the near future. 

Cameroon

a general co-operation agreement, a trade agree-
ment and an MoU on economic co-operation. 

These agreements set the framework for the 
strengthening of relations and business activity 
between the two countries.

Central African Republic

Chad
The South African embassy in Chad became fully 

planning to open an embassy in Pretoria in the 
near future. Interaction between the two govern-
ments on bilateral issues continues to take place. 

Rwanda
Full diplomatic relations were established between 

countries maintain good political relations. Their 
co-operation focuses on the post-conflict recon-
struction of Rwanda and has extended to the 
co-ordination of Nepad on the continent.

To further strengthen this bilateral structure, the 
Implementation Monitoring Committee has been 
established at director-general level to provide the 
necessary co-ordinating, planning and monitoring 
framework to manage effective implementation of 
approved programmes, and to ensure the delivery 

capacity-building programmes.

Burundi
South Africa’s good relations with Burundi are 
demonstrated by the leading role the Govern-
ment played in the Arusha Peace and Recon-
ciliation Agreement signed by representatives 

Government of Burundi, and the National Assembly on 

towards the establishment of peace and stabil-
ity in Burundi included the deployment of SANDF 
troops, with an African peace mission in Burundi, 
now called as the UN Operation in Burundi. 

South Africa has committed itself to working 
with the regional leadership, the Government and 
the people of Burundi, including the leadership of 

-
tion to their current challenges. 

South Africa hosted a special meeting with 

that country.
An agreement between South Africa and 

-
bura to facilitate the implementation of a co- 
operation agreement between the two countries 

-
ventions for safe motherhood, hospital services, 
reducing malaria morbidity and mortality and the 
referral of Burundian patients to the South African 
public health sector.

South Africa continues to contribute to the peace 
process in Burundi, with the Minister of Defence, 

Democratic Republic of Congo
The DRC has made remarkable progress and 
presents real opportunities for intraregional 
economic co-operation, foreign direct investment 

-
-

dence, further weakened indigenous economic 
development and increased dependence on 
foreign loans and assistance. 

South Africa is fully committed to continued 
engagement with the DRC, and to assisting the 
new democratically elected Government with its 
consolidation of democracy, in line with its foreign- 

South Africa has also committed to provi- 
ding ongoing assistance to the new Government 
to reform the DRC’s economy, and is supporting 
measures to encourage a predictable and stable 
economic environment to unlock investment and 
trade opportunities between the two countries. 

between South Africa and the DRC provides a legal 
framework to manage the numerous post-conflict 

country. 
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South Africa’s assistance to the DRC is broadly 

water and sanitation and infrastructure, with secu-
rity sector reform being an all encompassing prior-
ity. The BNC, which has been in existence between 

legal and administrative framework to manage and 
implement a number of post-conflict reconstruc-

remains the substance of the BNC’s work, focusing 
on the development of the DRC. A detailed report 
on the progress with respect to implementation of 

Cabinet Lekgotla.

Relations with North and West 
Africa and the Horn of Africa

consolidated its bilateral relations with the region. 
The following key performance areas were 
achieved in the region: 

 and democracy in North Africa 

structured bilateral relationships with the  
countries of North Africa

agendas.

Algeria
Algeria remains South Africa’s strategic partner 
in North Africa. Synergy at the executive level in 
terms of the AU and Nepad has resulted in a pre- 
sidential BNC. Bilateral trade and economic links 
have developed steadily. 
South Africa’s economic reach to Algeria 
includes possible involvement in the energy 

 

co-operation agreements have been signed. 
South Africa has continued its co-operation with 

three important AU institutions based in Algiers, 
namely the Centre for the Study and Research on 

Pan-African Youth Union.

Côte d’Ivoire
South Africa established full diplomatic relations 

commitment to the African Renaissance and its 
attendant features of stability, democratisation 
and development on the continent, South Africa 
will continue to promote the restoration of peace 

In this regard, South Africa’s mediation efforts, 
under the auspices of the AU, culminated in the 

South Africa continues to support peace efforts 

Town. They discussed among other things, the:
-

dougou Peace Agreement

process.

Egypt

bilateral relations. 
-

eral political, economic and trade discussions at 

state visit to South Africa. 
The meeting was held to further strengthen and 

consolidate bilateral political, economic and trade 
relations between the two countries. 

Sudan

-
ness Forum. A number of agreements, includ-
ing the MoU on Co-operation in the Field of Agri-
culture, an agreement on mutual assistance on 
customs administration and a letter of intent on 

-
struction Committee in Sudan, under the leader-
ship of Minister Dlamini Zuma, visited that country 
and agreed that AU member states would contri- 

-
ment and reconstruction of Sudan. 

South Africa is further involved in post-conflict 
reconstruction and development in Southern 
Sudan through the training of Sudan Government 
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During the visit, the South African delegation 

of issues that covered internal situations in their 
respective countries, and bilateral, regional and 
international issues of mutual concern. 

Morocco
Bilateral relations between South Africa and 
Morocco remain cordial, but are influenced by 
South Africa’s recognition of the Saharawi Arab 
Democratic Republic, as well as South Africa’s 
principled stand on the issues of decolonisation 
and self-determination in relation to the illegal 

Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic 

Sahara remains a foreign-policy priority for South 
Africa, especially in terms of the sanctity of colo-
nial borders and the recognition of the Saharawi 
people’s right for self-determination. 

Mauritania
South Africa expanded the bilateral legal frame-
work between the two countries and supported 
the implementation of the democratic roadmap 
undertaken by the military transitional government 

South Africa also supported the lifting of the AU 
suspension of the country. 

In this regard, South Africa participated in the 
-

of the AU Observer Mission for Mauritania. The 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania opened a resident 

Liberia
Former Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-

-

Nigeria
Diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

-
tries maintain good bilateral relations. Nigeria is 
one of South Africa’s largest trading partners on 

session of the South Africa-Nigeria BNC was held. 

state visit to South Africa.

Cape Town for the Nigeria-South Africa Business 

The forum sought to strengthen economic ties and 
co-operation between the two countries by provid-
ing the necessary platform for information and 
knowledge-sharing, and the exploration of future 
collaborative business ventures. 

Ghana
Diplomatic relations were established between 

South Africa and Ghana have agreements in the 
following areas: mining, defence, taxation, invest-
ment and aviation. 

A number of technical exchanges took place 
-

Burkina Faso
South Africa and Burkina Faso established non-

South Africa established a diplomatic mission in 
Burkina Faso. 

Although Burkina Faso has limited exploitable 
resources, opportunities exist for South African 
mining companies to mine gold, zinc and manga-
nese. Since agriculture is the dominant industry, 
opportunities exist for the trade of various agricul-
tural products. Trade between the two countries is 

Benin
Diplomatic relations were established between 

and Benin maintain good bilateral relations. The 
two countries signed a general co-operation agree-

-

An embassy was opened in Cotonou in  

Mr Mosiuoa Lekota, and Mr Issifo Kogui Ndouro, 
the Minister of Defence of Benin, signed an agree-
ment to develop and formulate procedures for 
military co-operation between South Africa and 

The agreement also includes promoting the 
training of military personnel through the exchange 
of trainees, instructors and observers.
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Republic of Togo
Diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

Togo maintain good bilateral relations. 

d’Ivoire, is accredited on a non-residential basis 
to Togo. 

Cape Verde
-
-

dor to Senegal is also accredited as South Africa’s 

to South Africa as non-resident ambassador.
In line with expanding South Africa’s effort to 

expand her diplomatic reach on the African conti-
-

aged in the coming years, including exploring 

The Gambia
Full diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

accredited to The Gambia as non-resident ambas-
sador, the Gambian ambassador to the AU in Addis 
Ababa is accredited to South Africa as that coun-
try’s non-resident ambassador. South Africa main-

look after South African interests.

Guinea
Diplomatic relations were established with the 

Guinea-Bissau
South Africa opened a diplomatic mission in  

of the diplomatic mission will contribute to the 
strengthening of bilateral relations between South 
Africa and Guinea-Bissau. 

South Africa is also a member of the Country 

UN Peace-Building Commission. 
As part of this group, South Africa strives to 

mobilise the international community to contribute 
to the rebuilding of that country, in both political 
and economic terms. 

agreement was signed between South Africa and 
Guinea-Bissau. 

Mali
Full diplomatic relations between South Africa 

established an embassy in Pretoria in December 

African ambassador to Mali was appointed in 

Mali is a strong supporter of the African Renais-

Agreement on the Preservation of the Ancient 

Learning and Islamic Research in Timbuktu was 
concluded between the two countries. 

improving the preservation of these ancient manu-
scripts. 

They vary in content from religious treatises and 
poems to documentary letters dealing with legal 
and commercial matters, while others relate to 
slavery, mathematics, astronomy, medicine and 

-
est to scholars and the African population at large. 

and improve environmental storage conditions 
for the manuscripts

-
national stature while ensuring its architectural 
harmony with ancient Timbuktu

-

Islamic heritage at Timbuktu.
The two countries exhibited selected manuscripts 

and Islamic Research at the Iziko Museum in Cape 
 

teral co-operation between South Africa and Mali 

also brought the people of the two countries closer 
in the effort to create a united and proud Africa. In 

Mali to preserve the manuscripts.
South Africa and Mali held the review session of 

session assessed progress in the implementation 
of decisions taken during the second session of 

The two countries are committed to promoting 
democracy and good governance, and there 
is substantial South African involvement in the 
Malian gold-mining sector. 
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Senegal
Full diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

embassy level. Bilateral relations between South 
Africa and Senegal are based mainly on the 
Senegalese Government’s strong support for the 
African Renaissance initiative and Nepad, and its 
strong commitment to promoting democracy and 
good governance.

Dr Dlamini Zuma co-chaired the inaugural 
-

Senegalese counterpart, Dr Cheikh Tidiane Gadio, 
-

tries agreed to co-operate in various areas. 
The session also enabled the signing of the 

bilateral Defence Co-operation Agreement. Agree-
ments on sports co-operation, agriculture, live-
stock development and minerals and energy were 

Tunisia
Bilateral relations between South Africa and 
Tunisia are characterised by a substantial reservoir 
of goodwill towards expanding relations, including 
closer economic and trade ties. 

 
 

Mr Abdelwaheb Abdallah. During her visit in 
Tunisia, Dr Dlamini Zuma paid a courtesy call to 

Among the highlights of the discussions was 
the decision to embark on trilateral co-opera-
tion between South Africa, Tunisia and Mali on 
advanced training for Malian archivists tasked with 
the preservation of the Timbuktu manuscripts.

Libya

are long-standing and go back to the days of the 
struggle against apartheid. 

South African ambassador to Tunisia presented 
his credentials to the Secretary of the General 
People’s Committee for Foreign Liaison and Inter-

Relations between South Africa and Libya 
are solid and have been highlighted by high-

Nelson Mandela and Mbeki. South Africa made 

release of the two Libyan suspects in the so-called 
“Lockerbie issue”.

Sierra Leone 
South Africa and Sierra Leone established diplo-

-

Although the country remains poor, various 
accomplishments towards promoting democracy 
and development have been achieved. 

Niger
Diplomatic relations were established between 

and Niger maintain good bilateral relations. 
South Africa is represented in Niger on a non-

Niger is represented in South Africa by its ambas-

Relations with Asia and 
the Middle East
Asia and Australasia
South Africa and Indonesia were instrumental in 
the launch of the New Asia-Africa Strategic Part-

anniversary of the Bandung Conference, which 
cemented Afro-Asian solidarity. NAASP, in the spirit 
of Bandung, represents a commitment by heads 
of state and governments to help build closer 
economic ties between Africa and Asia.

East Asia
Japan

expanded across a wide spectrum and is strength-
ened with regular interaction between the two 
countries under the auspices of the bilateral Part-
nership Forum. 

The forum was upgraded to the level of ministers 

The Partnership Forum provides a framework 
within which both countries are able to continu-
ously work towards strengthening, developing and 

countries. Discussions are held over a wide spec-
trum of areas. 

priority bilateral sector and are aimed at extend-

large.  
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-
tial assistance to the Accelerated and Shared 

-

capacity-building.

the Tokyo International Conference on African 

Conference. The conference laid a foundation for 

within the context of fostering African development 

Africa’s development, TICAD is aimed at promoting 
high-level policy dialogue between African leaders 
and development partners. TICAD also seeks to 
mobilise support for African-owned development 
initiatives. In this regard, key issues addressed at 
the ministerial conference included the accelera-
tion of sustainable economic growth, achieving the 
MDGs, consolidating peace and democratisation, 
and addressing environmental issues.

The conference was organised around the 

of African ownership and international partner-
ships are entrenched in Nepad values and princi-
ples. Both TICAD and Nepad place identical obliga-
tions on African countries and their development 
partners. Of the eight Nepad Programme of Action 

immediate priority areas:

-

The Koreas

has offered a number of skills-training opportuni-
ties to the South African youth. 

Negotiations towards a bilateral air services 

attempt to reach an agreement, which if agreed 
to, may put into place a direct flight between the 
two capitals. There has been a notable increase in 
the number of Koreans visiting South Africa since 

in favour of South Africa was achieved by the end 

Relations between South Africa and the Demo-

years of the establishment of diplomatic relations.

Greater China

-
matic relations between South Africa and the 

programme commemorating this historic land-
mark was launched with an exchange of congrat-
ulatory messages between the two presidents and 

two countries agreeing to sponsor or co-sponsor 
a series of events during the course of the year. 
A series of South African weeks celebrating the 

-
ing and enhancement of the burgeoning Strate-
gic Partnership between South Africa and the PRC 

The third session of the BNC was held in 

at the BNC was an agreement to establish a stra-
tegic dialogue between the two foreign ministers 
to further strengthen and enhance the South Afri-
can-Chinese Strategic Partnership. At the invi-

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, visited South 

the Strategic Dialogue. 

regarded as the Olympic Games of the economy 
 

between South Africa and the PRC have grown 
rapidly since the formal establishment of diplo-

South Asia
South Africa and Afghanistan established diplo-

never recognised the former Taliban regime 
and has normalised relations with the current 
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residentially by the South African high commis-
sioner to Pakistan.

South Africa and Sri Lanka established diplo-

African government delegation to the inaugural 
Africa-India Partnership Summit.

Africa, DRC, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal, Uganda, 

Algeria, Tanzania and Nigeria as well as the chair-
person of the AU Commission participated along-
side Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in the 
summit that considered modalities to strengthen 
the co-operation between Africa and India.

Indian President Pratibha Patil and held discus-
sions with the incoming chairperson of the AU, 

Africa. Several South African and Indian businesses 

and investment between the two countries. 
The existence of opportunities for closer co- 

operation between South Africa and India have 
 

cessed products, autos and components, services, 

Diplomatic relations between South Africa and 

-

-
sions that had been imposed on Pakistan paved 
the way for the normalisation of South Africa’s 
relations with that country, and created the oppor-
tunity to engage on issues of mutual interest.

-
 

South-east Asia

-

Africa maintains embassies and high commissions 
-

the Philippines. These Asean states and  Myanmar 

commissions in South Africa.

Singapore is an important member of the Indian 

Singapore has also played a leading role in formu-
lating the NAASP. This partnership mandated all 
Asian and African countries to give expression to 
their political relations by expanding trade and 
economic relations. 

in South-east Asia and has vast economic poten-
tial and opportunities for mining, infrastructure 
development, and agricultural and manufacturing 
companies.

South Africa believes that there is large poten-
tial for economic relations and especially for the 
private sector to take up business opportunities 

investment opportunities for South African compa-

Malaysia and Indonesia remain important, due to 
Malaysian investment in South Africa and the size 
of the Indonesian market.

Malaysia has indicated its support for Nepad 
and has sought to promote the Malaysian-initiated 
Langkawi International Dialogue aimed at expan- 
ding co-operation among countries of the South, 
including those in southern Africa.

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono from 
Indonesia paid a state visit to South Africa in 

Taiwan 

Dialogue Forum took place in South Africa in 

vehicle for technical co-operation between South 
-

and arts and culture co-operation. 

Central Asia
The economies of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turk-

various stages of change and development. 

Central Asian states include infrastructure develop-
ment, mining technology, energy exploitation and 
related mining and engineering technology, agro-
processing expertise and exports, water-manage-
ment expertise, and infrastructure for adventure 
and ecotourism. 

Australasia and the Pacific islands
South Africa and Australia established diplomatic 
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economic ties. As campaigns for the international 

supporting UN resolutions against apartheid and 
implementing the oil, trade and arms embargo as 
well as a sports boycott against South Africa.

New Zealand maintains a high commission in 
Pretoria, while the high commission in Canberra 
represents South Africa in New Zealand. 

between the two countries have improved signi- 

was signed, seeking to strengthen co-operation 
between South Africa and New Zealand. 

The political relationship has been further 
strengthened through visits by numerous high-
level delegations to New Zealand to gain expertise 

to enhance capacity-building in central, provincial 
and local-government structures.

 
ging multilateral relations. Both are members of 

-
ern hemisphere views in international environmen-

the context of the Antarctic Treaty and Indian Ocean 

South Africa and New Zealand also work closely 
on Commonwealth issues, particularly those affec-
ting Africa. The South African Government wants to 

accredited to the Independent State of Papua New 

Peters, for bilateral discussions. 
The high commissioner in Canberra, Australia, 

has been accredited to the Cook Islands, Fede- 
rated States of Micronesia, the Republic of Marshall 

dent State of Samoa.

The Middle East 

Affairs distinguishes between two clearly identi-

Lebanon, Palestine and Syria; and on the other is 
the Arabian/Persian Gulf Region, comprising the 
member states of the Gulf Co-operation Council, 
namely Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Yemen.

reserves and commands two of the most strate-
gically important waterways in the world, namely 
the Arabian/Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, giving 
access to the Asian hinterland via the Gulf of 

expansion of diplomatic representation and activi-
ties in this region, where it was formerly under- 
represented, particularly in the area of trade, which 

-

also two subordinate consular missions in the 

embassies in South Africa – only Bahrain is not 
represented in this country.

in addition to performing important functions rela- 
ting to the promotion of trade, also serves 
members of the South African Muslim community 
on their annual pilgrimage to Mecca. More than 7 

each year.

and an end to the illegal occupation of land that has 
led to conflict and violence between the peoples of 
the region. Peace and security for the Israelis and 
the Palestinians cannot be achieved without the 

-
ian people to self-determination within their own 
sovereign state.

South Africa has continued to call on all parties 
to the conflict in Israel and Palestine to avoid 
actions that could add to an already volatile situa-
tion. The country has been consistent in calling for 
the immediate implementation of the Road Map, 
without preconditions, to achieve comprehensive 
and lasting peace between Israel and Palestine.

Featuring prominently in the Israeli-Palestinian 

Annapolis International Conference, which took 
-

sented by Minister Dlamini Zuma. The conference 
called for ongoing negotiations between President 
Mahmoud Abbas of Palestine and Prime Minister 

-
tees led by Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni and 
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former Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei, to 

In an effort to alleviate the humanitarian situa-
tion of Palestinians, the South African Government 

-

The donation will be made annually for a period of 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Dlamini Zuma, 
together with Mr Amre Moussa, Secretary General 
of the League of Arab States, signed an agreement 
formalising the establishment of the Arab League 

in South Africa, with full diplomatic privileges, will 
further promote bilateral relations between South 
Africa and the Arab countries.

powered government and business delegation to 
Qatar within the context of South Africa’s priority to 
consolidate bilateral political, economic and trade 
relations with Qatar and the other Gulf States. 

health, promotion and reciprocal protection of 
investments and trade.

Kuwait has become an increasingly impor-
tant market for South African exports and several 

rand investments in the construction and develop-
ment of hotels and real estate in South Africa, as 

Relations with the Americas 
United States of America 
The overall bilateral relationship with the USA 
remains strong with co-operation expanding on 

-
tal links with the USA have expanded. The bilat-
eral relationship has been reviewed on an annual 
basis within the South Africa-USA Annual Bilateral 
Forum. The reviews focus on the achievements 
and challenges that have arisen and consider the 

interaction, namely: 

Direct high-level government-to-govern-
ment contact has continued and interactions at 

re-authorised the legislation that established the 

Through Pepfar, South Africa was allocated a total 

disbursed to South African organisations, including 
dozens of community and faith-based groups. In 
terms of capacity-building, the visit of the Secre-

South African departments of health and of social 
development received US support in the establish-
ment of training programmes for clinical assist-
ants.

of ODA to South Africa and one of the single largest 
foreign investors in the South African economy.

South Africa is one of the USA’s leading trading 
partners in Africa, and accounts for the most 
diverse trade flows. Total trade between the two 
countries has been increasing steadily in recent 
years, with South Africa maintaining a trade 
surplus. The USA is South Africa’s second-larg-
est trade partner after Germany, and its second- 
largest export market. South Africa continues 

Gowth and Opportunity Act and will continue to 
work towards increasing export volumes and 
diversifying its product lines.

An important pillar of South Africa’s bilateral 
relations is people-to-people interaction. In this 
regard, a wide range of individuals and institutions 
continue to interact on a regular basis; notably 
through the process of engaging the Diaspora, 
increasing training and capacity-building, and 

agriculture, sister city agreements, etc. The USA 
is the second-largest source of tourists to South 
Africa.

Canada
The annual consultations between South Africa 

a Declaration of Intent signed during former Pres-
ident Mbeki’s state visit to Canada, remain an  
effective vehicle for managing relations in all 
spheres. 

-
tive annual consultations in Pretoria. The agenda 
had expanded in scope and includes ODA, trade 
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-
rity, minerals and energy, agriculture and trans-
port and Africa and multilateral issues. Twelve 
South African government departments are now  
participating in the annual state consultations 
plenary, while a further six are participating in the 
back-to-back ODA annual consultations between 
South Africa and Canada as arranged in close 
consultation with National Treasury.

Co-operation between the various spheres of 
government is ongoing with a perennial focus 
on skills transfer and capacity-building. A steady 
growth in regular high-level visits in both direc-
tions further serves to cement and expand the 

spheres.
 

constructive involvement in South Africa focuses 
on the strengthening of service-delivery in four 

rural development and regional co-operation.
In the economic sphere, Canada has become the 

second-largest investor in South Africa after the USA 
and is still in an upward curve. Bombardier invested 

Rio Tinto/Alcan investment in an aluminium smelter 

also continues to show positive growth and was 

the ground in the next couple of years, Canadian 
investment in South African mining is expected to 

South Africa remains Canada’s largest trading 
partner in sub-Saharan Africa. There has been an 

Annual two-way trade between South Africa 

with South African exports to Canada reaching 

The Caribbean
-

embassy in Cuba is accredited to the Dominican 
Republic, while the South African high commission 

countries. A high commission, headed by a chargé 

d’affaires, was established in Trinidad and Tobago 

of African descent and thus have strong histori-
cal and cultural links with the continent of Africa. 

AU to strengthen co-operation between Africa and 
the African Diaspora in the Caribbean, has given 
added impetus to bilateral and multilateral rela-
tions. 

New governments have recently come to power 

power to his brother Raul Castro as a result of ill 
health.

Trinidad and Tobago has vast resources of 
natural gas and is a manufacturing and transport 
hub in the region. In formulating South Africa’s 
policy in relation to the emerging markets of the 
Caribbean, it is important to strengthen relations 
and develop common positions on global issues 
such as access to the markets of the industrial 
North, reform of international institutions and the 
promotion of the development agenda.

-
lished resident missions in South Africa. By 

process of establishing a resident mission in South 
Africa and an agreement had been granted to the 
ambassador-designate and to the high commis-

The Foreign Affairs Minister of Suriname paid a 
-

cially open that country’s diplomatic mission.
The sixth session of the South Africa-Cuba 

Summit of the African, Caribbean, Latin American 
Leaders and the Diaspora. 

Accordingly, it laid the basis for the Diaspora to 
play a pivotal role in the renewal of Africa while 
simultaneously cementing African-Caribbean-
Latin American solidarity and co-operation.

Minister Dlamini Zuma visited Cuba for bilateral 

South Africa’s envoys on regional, continental 
and international political issues, including the 
outcomes of the SADC Summit. 

Latin America
The South American community of nations covers 
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more than US$973 billion and exports of more 

Central America and the Andean Community are 
playing an increasingly important role in interna-
tional political bodies and formations such as the 

-
dency of Cuba and the UN.

Bilateral relations with Latin America and  
the Caribbean will continue advancing the deve- 
lopment agenda of the South and the  
strengthening of co-operation among developing  
countries through active participation in group-
ings of the South at regional, interregional 
and multilateral levels. A number of impor-

provided a platform for closer co-operation. 
Of particular importance is the need to build 

stronger and balanced relationships with Latin 
American countries. 

Bilateral relations with Latin America will be 
-

cal and business opportunities through bilateral 
-

tions with the G5 will be monitored continually.
-

trading bloc, which consists of Argentina, Brazil, 

-
-

ate members in the Latin American region. A partial 
Preferential Trade Agreement with the Merco-

-
ations regarding outstanding detail completed in 

towards a full FTA.
-

lateral context, particularly regarding the interests 

 
ping world, it remains a strategic partner for South 
Africa.

In the bilateral sphere, a broad range of contacts 
and exchanges are ongoing between Brazil and 
South Africa. A South African investment recruit-

Forum also provides a multilateral mechanism 
for institutionalised engagement. In this context, 
South-South co-operation was boosted by the 

Dlamini Zuma and a large delegation of govern-

for the third IBSA Summit in New Delhi. The South 
African delegation attended the IBSA Summit 
within the context of advancing South Afri-
ca’s economic interests within the framework of 
advancing South-South co-operation. 

A range of technical and commercial agree-
ments are either in place or being negotiated with 
several of the countries in the region. 

The inaugural meeting of the South Africa- 

the second meeting taking place in Buenos Aires 

Chile.
-

the sphere of defence, for example, the navies of 
several Southern Cone countries and South Africa 

exercise, contributing to closer institutional ties.

Mlambo-Ngcuka visited Mexico. She also led a 

AIDS Conference.

Relations with Europe
European Union (EU)

-
rily as a single market, it is the largest economy in 
the world with a combined nominal GDP of almost 
€

 

also developed the Common Foreign and Secu-

Policy. 

developed a comprehensive partnership based on 
the Trade, Development and Co-operation Agree-

-
ment, a partnership has been built, which rests on 
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co-operation, economic co-operation and co-ope- 
ration in other areas. 

Political Dialogue Economic 
Co-operation Development Co-operation
Other Areas of Co-operation Financial 

Aspects of Co-operation -

some of the negotiating groups, agreement was 

the two chief negotiators initialled agreed texts for 
35 new and revised articles. The revised agree-

and productive relations underpinned by the TDCA 
by working towards a truly strategic partnership 
based on an open and concrete dialogue, pursued 
on the basis of mutual understanding and owner-

Brussels, Belgium. 

-
ical spheres, including the USA, Canada, Russia, 

-
gic Partnership develops a strategic partnership 

including most notably at summit level, on issues 
of mutual interest at bilateral, regional, continental 
or global level. One of the guiding principles for the 
strategic partnership is that it must support South 
Africa’s national, regional and African priorities 
and programmes to eradicate poverty and under-

development partnership between South Africa and 

includes the sharing of experiences of the regional 

macroeconomic dialogue and education and trai- 
ning. 

The strategic partnership does not replace but 

Implementation of the TDCA’s trade provisions 

establishing an FTA between South Africa and the 
 

 

As a member of the SADC and the world’s oldest 
customs union, the Sacu, South Africa is parti- 

-
sion of the trade chapter of the TDCA has, there-

-
ing member states of Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 

after which full-scale negotiations began.
-

rate agreements on wine and on spirits. South 

the conclusion of negotiations on South African 

-

sion by the former President of South Africa, 

Mr Thabo Mbeki, President of France, Mr Nicolas Sarkozy, and 

since the establishment of a strategic partnership between 

based on strengthened political dialogue and co-operation in 

a wide range of economic and other areas. The partnership is 

a reflection of the shared values and interests of South Africa 

their commitment to promote liberty, peace, security and stabil-

the following possible areas for enhanced bilateral co-operation 

in future: energy, space, transport, health, information commu-

nications technology, migration and social dialogue. They also 

on the Millennium Development Goals.

i



263 SA YEARBOOK 2008/09     
FOREIGN RELATIONS

have been abandoned. 

-

for funding excellence-based research. 
Through regular and concerted marketing of 

as the fostering of strategic partnerships with 

organisations, South African researchers secured 

-
pean investment of €
research and enabling South African participa-

more than €

agreed framework for development co-operation 
and implementation. It was drawn up by South 

member states. 
It is innovative in the sense that it constitutes 

address these needs. The goal of development 
co-operation will be poverty alleviation in the 
context of sustainable development, in line with 

namely to: 

and education 

is then implemented through the Multi-Indicative 
Programme. It is much wider in scope than a tradi-
tional development strategy, as it aims to develop 
the TDCA, in the medium term, into a strategic 

largest development partner representing about 

€

a loan mandate of €
Africa after considerable lobbying by the South 
African Government. 

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
States – European Union relations
South Africa assumed full membership of the ACP 

its successor, the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

The CPA is a framework for co-operation 

is excluded from the trade regime provided in 
the agreement and from the provisions on ODA. 

all ACP countries and participate fully in all politi-
cal instruments of the agreement. South Africa’s 

the TDCA.
-

underscores the importance of regional economic 
co-operation. 

The most far-reaching changes are to be intro-

where non-reciprocal preferences will be gradu-
ally abolished and regional integration processes 
encouraged. One of the key aspects of South Afri-
ca’s membership of the ACP is its active partici-

-
mentary Assembly and the Committee of Ambas-
sadors. 

South Africa takes part in dialogue on impor-
tant issues such as peace-building, conflict reso-
lution, respect for human rights, democratic prin-
ciples and the rule of law. South Africa regularly 
participates in ACP summits, Council of Ministers’ 
meetings, trade ministers’ meetings and the ACP 

regarding the African continent and its develop-

and the Nepad Secretariat are closely co-ope- 
rating through established structures and regular 
dialogue and information-sharing. They have 
also agreed to increase coherence between 
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Benelux countries 
The Benelux countries remain important trade and 

tourist-providers. 

the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg and 
engages in substantial and fruitful co-operation 
partnerships with these countries. 

The focus on establishing trilateral co-operation 
to promote peace, security and economic diplo-
macy are continuing, with special emphasis on 

The Belgian Government continues to take a 
keen interest in South and southern Africa, and the 
Great Lakes Region, particularly the DRC. There is 
a regular exchange of views between South Africa 
and Belgium on the issues and the complicated 

the conflicts in the region.

the focus on bilateral political and economic rela-
tions, promotion of the African Agenda, develop-
ment co-operation and co-operation within the 
context of the United Nations Security Council 

Co-operation with Flanders is strong on AsgiSA 
-

The Dutch Government has consistently 
supported South Africa in terms of bilateral and 
multilateral relations. A large number of bilateral 
agreements have been signed and high-level bila- 

visit to the Netherlands. Luxembourg and South 

visits between the two states take place regularly.

German-speaking countries

and Germany has developed into a strong socio-
economic and political partnership that has shown 
considerable growth in many areas.  

Germany has made substantial new invest-
ments in the South African economy since the 

country’s most important trading partners. Since 

through which bilateral relations are conducted. 

substantial. 

and the USA among the three largest economic 
role-players in South Africa regarding trade, invest-

visited South Africa as the guest of the Minister of 
Science and Technology Mr Mosibudi Mangena.  
 She was accompanied by a large delegation of 

-
-

tion and skills transfers. 
Relations between South Africa and Switzerland 

democratic changes in South Africa, Switzerland 
decided to grant South Africa special status on the 
Swiss foreign-policy agenda as one of the focus 

Switzerland. 

bilateral political, economic and trade discussions 
with her Swiss counterpart, Ms Micheline Calmy-
Rey.

Switzerland. 
Bilateral relations with the Republic of Austria 

by a South African business delegation. 
This was followed by a visit by a delegation 

of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce. Besides 
engaging the Austrian Government at national level 
in support of development programmes, increased 
economic involvement, and support for the African 
Agenda, provincial partnerships with key Austrian 
provinces have also resulted in increased busi-
ness ties and commitments to support training 
programmes for South African students. Closer 

excpected to intensify in the future.
-

eral political, economic and trade discussions with 
her Austrian counterpart, Ms Ursula Plassnik, in 

Nordic countries
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grassroots support in these countries for demo- 
cratisation in South Africa, relations have been 

-

society and government.
Relations in the international arena have seen 

close co-operation on multilateral issues. The 
Nordic countries are strong supporters of Nepad. 
They are directly involved in conflict resolution 

ministers at the seventh session of the Nordic-
African Informal Foreign Ministerial Meeting in 
Gaborone, Botswana. 

They discussed, among other things, climate 
change and its effects on Africa, peace and secu-
rity challenges in Africa and UN issues.

Mlambo-Ngcuka. The Sweden-South Africa Busi-

The purpose of the seminar, which was hosted by 
-

tion with the Swedish Trade Council, Swedish 

strengthen economic and trade relations between 
Sweden and South Africa. 

It focused on issues of common interest for the 
Swedish and the South African Business Commu-
nity such as the general business climate in South 
Africa, possibilities and partnerships around 

-
tion between South Africa and Sweden. 

United Kingdom and Ireland
The UK is one of the largest foreign direct inves-
tors into South Africa and consistently occupies 

the third position in terms of South African exports. 

half a million, the UK is also South Africa’s most 
important overseas tourism market. 

African total budget per annum. The UK, through 
its Department for International Development 

development and reduce poverty in Africa. The 
UK took the lead initiatives in putting the plight of 

in Africa and “make poverty history”.
South Africa’s relationship with the UK covers 

a very wide spectrum and remains sound. The 
main areas of co-operation are political, trade 

tourism and other technical sectors. The defence 
relationship remains important for the strategic 
interest of both countries. The UK contributed 

African National Peace Mission Training Centre in 
Pretoria. In the multilateral arena, good working 
relations exist between South Africa and the UK, 
where challenges are dealt with as they appear.

The eighth meeting of the South Africa-UK 

Irish Prime Minister, Mr Bertie Ahern, paid a 

-
-

ties in South Africa. 

Mlambo-Ngcuka launched the Irish and South 

Gateway to Robben Island in Cape Town. The 

relations that both Ireland and South Africa have 
-

tions between the two countries, through poten-
tial exchange programmes on e-schools, where 
students from the two countries would partici-
pate.

Former Deputy President Mlambo-Ngcuka 

Mediterranean Europe
South Africa and the countries of Mediterra-

-

ments of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway 

and Sweden signed a Declaration of Intent 

concerning partnerships in Africa. The Decla-

ration of Intent means they will work together based on the  

principles of:

i
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several institutionalised mechanisms such as 
the South Africa-France Political Dialogue, South 
Africa-Spain annual consultations and various 
commissions on trade and industry; health; 

These countries are among South Africa’s top 
trading partners and remain large investors in the 
South African economy, providing not only capital 

-

government and business interventions. 
President Nicolas Sarkozy of France, accompa-

nied by a large government and business delega-
tion, paid a state visit to South Africa in February 

Both presidents attended the South Africa-France 
Business Forum to enhance economic ties at 
the highest level. South Africa and France also 
co-operate in various multilateral  forums, particu-
larly to improve peace and security on the African 
continent and support the advancement of global 
governance.

her French counterpart, Ms Bernard Koucher, in 
Paris. 

Italy and South Africa have agreed to deepen the 
level of exchanges on a number of issues critical to 
development on the African continent, especially 

and post-conflict reconstruction in the DRC and 
the Great Lakes Region. Minister Dlamini Zuma 

-
eral relations. 

At the invitation of the Spanish Government, 

-
cas and Africa participated in the expo. The expo 

-
able Development”. In line with the theme, South 
African crafters showcased the depth of South 
Africa’s craft industry. 

concluded economic bilateral discussions with 
her Spanish counterpart, Foreign Affairs Minis-

relations between South Africa and Spain have 
grown at a very rapid pace recently, with total 
trade between the two countries amounting to 

 
four years. 

South Africa and Greece have strong cultural 

Africa, which plays a positive and constructive 
role in the reconstruction and development of 

Foreign Affairs, Ms Sue van der Merwe, hosted 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

bilateral political and economic discussions. 
Greece is the oldest and the largest market for 

to programmes in education and health in South 

-
tion to sports facilities in Soweto and Alexandra.

Central Europe
Former Deputy President Mlambo-Ngcuka paid an 

-
-

an opportunity to concretise bilateral relations 
between the two countries. 

full advantage of the new opportunities arising in 

to maintain and further strengthen political and 
economic ties with these countries. Concerted 
efforts are being made by government to develop 
political and economic relations with the Central 

Eastern Europe
Then Deputy President Mlambo-Ngcuka held bilat-
eral political, economic and trade discussions with 
the First Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, Sergei 

Pretoria. 

of Natural Resources, Yuri Trutnev who is, together 
with Minister Dlamini Zuma, the co-chair of the 
South Africa-Russia Intergovernmental Trade and 

meeting laid the basis for the fully fledged Itec, 

meeting was held in Durban, South Africa.
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Foreign Affairs, Mr Feim Chauhev, paid a state 
visit to South Africa. Bulgaria is one of the new 

and is known to be one of the stabilising coun-
tries in the Balkans. Diplomatic relations between 

-

in which South Africa can extend its co-operation 
-

structure development, health and especially agri-
culture. 

visited Belarus and met her counterpart, Mr Sergei 
Martynov, for bilateral political and economic 
discussions. During the discussions, Minis-
ter Dlamini Zuma indicated that a process was  
underway to open a South African consul-general 

-
sion of the Moscow embassy, aimed at strength-
ening economic ties between the two countries. 

South Africa was represented by former Deputy 

in Istanbul.
The summit was held under the theme: “Soli-

darity and Partnership for a Common Future”.
The Istanbul Declaration, adopted by the 

programmes, in particular focusing on eight areas 
of co-operation: 

 developing a concrete manifestation of solida- 
rity and partnership for a common future
intergovernmental co-operation

infrastructure, energy and transport
 agriculture, agribusiness, rural development 
and water resources
 culture and education, media and communica-
tion, peace and security. 

Multilateral diplomacy

heads of state and government marked one of the 
most prominent efforts to protect and strengthen 
multilateralism. 

of the UN, however, proved not to be realisti-
cally attainable. The Review Summit nonetheless 
agreed on a number of reforms to address events 
and issues that continue to undermine global 

peace and security and the multilateral system 
of governance. South Africa remains an active 
participant in these ongoing efforts to implement 

reform the UN. It also believes that the multilateral 
system should be fully engaged in human devel-
opment and poverty eradication, starting with the 
achievement of the MDGs; the common struggle to 
address environmental degradation; the pursuit of 
an overarching human-rights agenda; the promo-
tion of democracy and good governance; and all 
efforts to combat terrorism and the proliferation 
of weapons, both of mass destruction and small 
arms. South Africa maintains that issues such 

security.  Through participation in organisations 
and groups such as the UN, the AU, the NAM, the 
G77 and the Commonwealth, South Africa seeks 

as well as those of the continent and developing 
countries generally, are taken on board in discus-
sions in multilateral forums and reports.

United Nations General Assembly 
South Africa’s priorities for participation in the 
UNGA, its main committees and organs, include:

including the right to development

international law and the centrality of the UN 
Charter

-
cation and environmental degradation

-
tation of the MDGs, international development 

-
ences

active participation in the NAM and other South-
South co-operation arrangements

and generally revitalising the UN system

-
sentation of Africa on the UNSC

-
tion of both weapons of mass destruction and 
conventional arms

-



268

 
rism.

the UNGA in New York. 

United Nations reform

-
ment, set in motion a number of reforms in the UN 
system that include: 

Secretariat

programmes

Terrorism and developing a broader counter- 
terrorism strategy

-
tum for development.

South Africa supports and actively participates in 
all negotiations.

United Nations Security Council
The UNSC has primary responsibility for the main-
tenance of international peace and security. It is 
organised so as to be able to function continu-
ously, and a representative of each of its members 
must be present at all times at the UN. 
The comprehensive reform of the UNSC remains 
work in progress. South Africa was elected as a 

period of two years. 

Science and technology
The South African Government has recognised 

part of a wider political and economic strategy to 
address national and regional development priori-
ties. 

Array as an extraordinary opportunity for advan- 

and industrial development, developing regional 

in the region, creating business opportunities and  
providing state-of-the-art infrastructure for South 
African scientists and engineers as well as those 
in the region.

In ensuring the implementation of the Tunis 
Commitment and Tunis Agenda for Information 
Society, as the outcome of the second phase of the 

Africa will remain involved in the ongoing discus-
sions on Internet governance as well as bridging 
the digital divide between developed and develo- 
ping countries.

Human rights
A commitment to promoting human rights is one 
of the central considerations in the implementa-
tion of South Africa’s foreign policy. South Africa is 

human-rights law at the UN, continually evaluating 
the effectiveness of existing human-rights treaties 
and proposing additional instruments and striving 
to advance the progressive realisation of all human 
rights, both globally and nationally.

South Africa played an active role in the esta- 

in Geneva, which replaced the former Commission 

on the right to development as well as sponsored 

Cultural Rights, which will elevate the committee 
to be on par with all other treaty-monitoring bodies.

For the same reason, South Africa has supported 
the elaboration of an optional protocol to the 

Cultural Rights to create an individual complaints 
mechanism for the covenant, thereby strengthe- 
ning economic, social and cultural rights globally. 

and ratify both the International Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional 
protocol, becoming a state party to the Conven-

Convention on the Rights of the Child, South Africa 
is preparing the third country report on the status 
of children’s rights to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child.

South Africa is also actively participating in the 
preparatory committees for the Durban Review 

Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intoler-

Humanitarian issues
-
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South Africa has committed itself to protecting 
refugees. These international treaties have been 

domestic law, South Africa played an active role 
in  facilitating the voluntary repatriation of Angolan 
refugees from South Africa after peace was 
consolidated in Angola. Given the large number of 
refugees in Africa and the critical need for burden-
sharing by countries, South Africa also contri- 
buted to various initiatives to address these needs, 

-
gration Programme for Sudan.

South Africa’s foreign-policy interventions on 

international human-rights instruments, including 

the various refugee conventions and conventions 
related to, among other things, the rights of women 
and children. This includes the understanding that 
migration, if properly managed, could contribute 

-
ment in African countries.  

South Africa’s participation in humanitarian 
assistance is strongly embedded in the principles 

-
ples of providing humanitarian assistance on the 
basis of neutrality, impartiality and humanity. South 
Africa plays an active role in providing humanitar-
ian assistance globally, with a particular focus on 

and other international organisations, to allevi-
ate the plight of thousands of victims of natural 
sudden-onset disasters and complex humanitar-
ian emergencies. 

Environment
South Africa is committed to maintaining the politi-
cal momentum gained in the sphere of sustainable 

-
cation, the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity 
are used by South Africa to meaningfully reduce 
poverty and, in so doing, meet the aims of the 
MDGs.

Climate change is regarded as one of the 

development. International efforts are aimed at 
both the mitigation of climate changes by stabilis-

in the atmosphere and measures to enable coun-
tries to adapt to the adverse effects of climate 
change. 

In terms of mitigation, the key negotiation issue 
is related to the future of the Kyoto carbon market. 
The current period of legally binding commitments 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

-
-

tiations towards a strengthened international 
climate-change regime. 

The decision includes a clear agenda for the key 

-

 
logies

 
sures.

emissions.
-

tion of the oceans and the sustainable manage-

Convention on the Law of the Sea and its related 
instruments, the International Maritime Conven-
tions, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation 
Compliance Agreement, and the Antarctic Treaty. 

Disarmament
South Africa continues to reinforce its position as 
an active and substantive role-player on disarma-
ment, non-proliferation and arms-control issues at 
national, regional and international levels.

It actively participated in the various nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation forums, inclu- 

The failure by some states to implement their 

at previous conferences created a climate that 
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-
lenges facing the nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation regime. 

Together with other role-players in the nuclear 

meetings of the policy-making organs of the Inter-

included the implementation of NPT safeguards in 
Iran and Korea. 

South Africa actively participates in the struc-

and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemi-

South Africa continues to emphasise the impor-

-
ble use of biological and toxic weapons by terro- 
rists and other non-state actors.

-
-

and became a full participating state on  

In the context of South Africa’s participation in 
various international arms-control bodies, such as 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Zangger Commit-
tee and the Missile Technology Control Regime, 
South Africa continues to promote the principle 
of access to advanced technologies for peaceful 
purposes, thereby ensuring that non-proliferation 
controls do not become a means whereby deve- 
loping countries are denied access to technologies 

Crime and crime prevention
-

tion against Transnational Organised Crime and 
its three supplementary protocols: The Protocol 
Against Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Air and 
Sea; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

 
Children; and the Protocol Against the Illicit Manu-

and Components and Ammunition, South Africa 

of the Convention against Transnational Organised 

of the UN Convention against Corruption, South 
-

Kimberley Process Certification Scheme 
(KPCS)
The KPCS is a voluntary tripartite international 
forum, intent on preventing the use of diamonds 
in the promotion of conflict, while encouraging the 
contribution of diamonds to prosperity. 

producing, -trading and -processing countries, as 
well as the diamond industry and civil society.

The department participates actively in the 
standing bodies of the KPCS. 

monitoring the KPCS and participating in the busi-
ness of KPCS standing and ad hoc bodies is to 
support government’s efforts to ensure that the 
collective interests of African diamond-producing 
countries are protected. 

North-South co-operation
The Department of Foreign Affairs serves as the 
focal point for North-South dialogue, engaging key 

-

ensures that the development agenda remains 
part of the focus of key economic forums, particu-

-

South-South co-operation
In advancing the development agenda of the South 
and within the overall context of promoting multi-
lateralism, South Africa participated in the second 

Progressively, the importance of South-South 
co-operation is being acknowledged, especially in 
terms of global, regional and country-level efforts 
to achieve the MDGs. Rather than being a substi-
tute for North-South co-operation, the modalities 
of South-South co-operation are complementary. 

South African foreign policy seeks to, among 
other things, persuade the international commu-
nity to support the efforts of developing countries 
to expand such co-operation.

Through active participation in other co-ope- 
ration arrangements such as IBSA, South Africa 
seeks to contribute to strengthening South-South 
co-operation and the development of innovative 
co-operation programmes.

Global finance
The Department of Foreign Affairs has in its engage-
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its Monterrey commitments. It recognises the need 
for increased and more predictable resources for 
development. 

As such, it supports initiatives such as Action 
-

a public, private, domestic or external basis, to 
complement ODA.

-
utes to developing pragmatically the global part-
nership between developed and developing coun-
tries. 

the continuous review of the representivity, opera-
-

tive participation by developing countries in these 
bodies.

Social development
Furthermore, South Africa continues to play a 
pivotal role in the international arena, particularly 
in the promotion of the global health agenda. 

-
sion for Social Development and the 39th session 
of the UN Commission on Population and Deve- 

advanced the momentum created in both UN 
commissions. 

South Africa delivered a keynote address, which 
set the tone for the entire session, as well as the 

At both commissions, South Africa reiterated 
the country’s priority social and population-deve- 
lopment issues as contained, respectively, in the 

International Conference on Population and Deve- 
lopment Plan of Action, which include, among 
other things, the internationally agreed develop-
ment goals.

Participation in United Nations 
budgetary and programmatic issues

a prominent role in the context of UN budgetary 
and programmatic issues. South Africa’s Auditor-
General served on the UN Board of Auditors from 

for the UN Industrial Development Organisation for 

The former Minister of Public Service and 
Administration Ms Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi was 
elected vice-president of the second UN Commit-

chaired the King Commission on Corporate Gover- 
nance in South Africa, has been elected chair-
person of a high-level steering panel to evaluate 
governance in the UN.

Active participation in administrative and bud- 
getary issues is aimed at ensuring, to the fullest 
extent possible, that UN programmes as well as 

cater for development and poverty eradication. In 
this regard, priority areas for South Africa include 
the funding of UN structures and programmes that 

for peacekeeping operations on the continent.

South African representation on 
United Nations bodies and organs
South Africa strives to be active in all bodies and 
functional committees of the UN dealing with its 

serves on the following:

South Africa serves on the following subsidiary 

United Nations Country Team 
(UNCT) in South Africa
The United Nations Development Programme 

are relevant to government’s transformation and 
development imperatives. The UNDP has a country 

-
dent representative, who is also the UN resident 
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co-ordinator for all UN operational activities in 
South Africa. 

The UN Development Assistance Framework 

framework for co-operation for development 
assistance between the UN system, represented 

present in South Africa and government. 
The UNDAF reflects the priorities conveyed 

to the UN by government and is based on the 

worked with the UNCT in South Africa and nume- 
rous other departments to prepare the new UNDAF, 
which will guide UN support in South Africa from 

drafted by government and accepted by the UN 
and the new UNDAF. 

Commonwealth
The Commonwealth comprises 53 member coun-
tries on every continent and with a combined popu-

-

important multilateral institution uniting countries 
with common historical backgrounds.

Members range from micro-states in Polynesia 

the richest and most populous, with cross-cutting 

The Commonwealth is united by its shared 
ideals and common traditions manifested in 
similar structures of governance, public adminis-
tration and law, a common working language, and 
commercial and business practices and under-
standing. It is an important multilateral institution, 
both uniting and serving its member countries and 
providing a lobby on global issues.

Its programmes of action, such as the 
Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-opera-
tion, the Commonwealth Youth Programme and 
the Commonwealth Foundation, are focused on 
capacity-building, economic and social develop-
ment, the removal of disparities in living standards 
across the world, and the alleviation of poverty and 
illiteracy. These programmes are committed to the 

UN MDGs, Nepad and the plight of small and less- 
developed countries.

theme Networking the Commonwealth for Deve- 
lopment, also focusing on world trade, migration 
and terrorism.

addresses different issues of concern to the 
Commonwealth, heads of government also issued 
the Malta Declaration on Networking the Common-

Multilateral Trade, and the Gozo Statement on 

South Africa made numerous contributions to 

relating to the MDGs, the African Agenda and 
Nepad, and addressing health, education and debt 
relief. South Africa also supported strong positions 
on trade liberalisation, climate change and terro- 
rism.

South Africa actively participates in the various 
ministerial meetings and governing bodies of the 

have devoted resources in support of the Monter-

model anti-terrorism legislation and control mea- 
sures over money laundering; and ministers of 
education and of health have adopted codes of 
conduct in the recruitment of health workers and 
teachers.

under the theme, Transforming Commonwealth 
Societies to Achieve Political, Economic and 
Human Development. Trinidad and Tobago will 

Non-Aligned Movement

political grouping of countries outside of the UN, 
making it an important lobby group of developing 
countries in global affairs. 
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Multilateral agreements signed or ratified between 1 January 2007 and 31 March 2008

Date signed Title Date

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material

International Business Transactions

Sixth Additional Protocol to the Constitution of the Universal Potal 

Protocol to the Convention on International Interests in Mobile  

International Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in 

Customs Matters

Protocol to the OAU Convention on the Prevention and Comba- 

ting of Terrorism

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism

States

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities

Multilateral Agreement on Co-ordination of Maritime Search and 

Rescue Services

Memorandum of Understanding among the Southern African 

Development Community Member States on the establishment 

of a Southern African Development Community Standby Brigade 

Memorandum of Understanding among the Member States of the 

-

ters of SADC

Agreement on Customs and Tax Administration Co-operation

Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field of 

Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field of 

Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field of 

Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field of 

Source: Department of Foreign Affairs

a = Accession
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Bilateral agreements signed between 1 January 2006 and 31 March 2008

Date signed Country/organisation Title Date

China, People’s Republic of
of Table Grapes from South Africa to China

China, People’s Republic of
of Tobacco Leaves from South Africa to China

China, People’s Republic of

Central African Republic Memorandum of Understanding 
concerning Defence Co-operation.

 

Burundi General Co-operation Agreement.  

Argentine Agreement on Bilateral Co-operation in the Field of 
Sport and Recreation

 

Argentine

Argentine Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters

Benin

Uganda Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Reno-
vation of the OR Tambo School of Leadership.

 

AU Agreement on the Material and Technical Organisa-
tion of the Third Ordinary Session of the African Union 

 

Oman -
tion

Saudi Arabia Convention for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and 

Income and on Capital

Russian Federation
Resources and Forestry

Australia Letter of Intent regarding Future Co-operation in Fish-
eries within the South African and Australian Maritime 

FAO Agreement on Capacity-Building for South African 
-

culture and Food Security

New Zealand Co-operation Arrangement

Burkina Faso -
sion of Co-operation

Malta Agreement in respect of Police Co-operation

Tanzania Agreement concerning Merchant Shipping and other 
Related Matters

Tanzania Agreement on Co-operation in areas of Migration 
Matters

Tanzania -
 

Passports

AU Permanent Court of Arbitration Agreement regarding 
-

nent Court of Arbitration for Africa.

 

Spain Agreement concerning Defence Co-operation  
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Bilateral agreements signed between 1 January 2006 and 31 March 2008

Date signed Country/organisa-
tion

Title Date

UNDP
of the Role of the United Nations in Contributing to South Afri-
ca’s Development

USA
Programme

Flanders

AU Agreement on the Material and Technical Organisation of the 
Retreat of Ministers of Foreign Affairs to Reflect on the State of 

-
tive Council of the African Union

Niger
Co-operation

Switzerland Convention for the Avoidance of Double Taxation with respect 
to Taxes on Income

Sudan Memorandum of Understanding on Development Co-opera-
tion for Policing in Sudan

Action Plan

Netherlands Agreement concerning the Status of Military and Civilian 
Personnel of their Department/Ministry of Defence present 
in each other’s Territory for Activities Related to Military Co- 
operation

Netherlands Arrangement on a Financial Contribution towards the South 
African Department of Defence’s Participation in the African 
Union Special Task Force in Burundi

Slovak Republic

Lesotho Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-Border Movement of 
Citizens

Lesotho Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field 
of Correctional Services

Lesotho Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the 

Issues

Republic of Korea Memorandum of Understanding on Bilateral Co-operation in 
the Field of Sport and Recreation

Cuba

Lesotho Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Field 
of Agriculture

Malaysia Memorandum of Understanding on Agricultural Co-operation

China, People’s 
Republic of

Memorandum of Understanding on Sport Co-operation

Guinea-Bissau Agreement on Defence Co-operation

Malawi

DRC  
tance to the Democratic Republic of Congo in the Reform of 
the Armed Forces

DRC Memorandum of Understanding on Development and Co- 
operation in Transport-Related Matters

DRC

Finland Agreement concerning the Knowledge Partnership on Infor-
mation and Communications Technology

Agreement on Combined Border Control Posts on the Mozam-
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Bilateral agreements signed between 1 January 2006 and 31 March 2008

Date signed Country/organisa-
tion

Title Date

Convention for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the 

IBRD

Agreement with the South African Maritime Safety Authority

ICAO Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of 
South  Africa and the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
regarding Safety Oversight Audit

China, People’s 
Republic of Sector

-

China, People’s 
Republic of

-

China, People’s 
Republic of

Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Public 
Service and Administration of the Republic of South Africa and 
the Ministry of Personnel of the People’s Republic of China on 

and Public Administration

-

UNDP

Kenya
Co-operation

Additional Protocol to the Agreement on Trade, Development 
and Co-operation

AU Agreement on the Material and Technical Organisation of the 
Conference of African Ministers responsible for Road Trans-
port

Namibia Agreement on the Transfer of Status Records of Persons Born, 

Republic of South Africa

Namibia Memorandum of Understanding on Diplomatic Consultations

Mauritania Co-operation Agreement in the Field of Mining and Mineral 
Resources

Mauritania Co-operation Agreement in the Fields of Petroleum and 

Sudan Agreement for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the 

Sudan Agreement for the Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of 
Investments

Sudan Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in Immigra-

Sudan Memorandum of Understanding on Defence Co-operation

Sudan  
operation

Sudan Statement of Intent on Co-operation in the Area of Social 
Development

Sudan Trade Agreement

UK Memorandum of Understanding concerning Defence Co- 
operation

DRC Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation on Issues  

Commission on Defence and Security
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Bilateral agreements signed between 1 January 2006 and 31 March 2008

Date signed Country/organisa-
tion

Title Date

Angola Co-operation Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of South Africa and the Government of the Republic 
of Angola in the Field of Petroleum

Angola Agreement on Co-operation in the Field of Tourism  

Zimbabwe  

Zambia  

Denmark Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of 
Denmark and the Government of the Republic of South Africa 

 

USAID Memorandum of Understanding between the Government 
of the Republic of South Africa through the Department of 

the United States Agency for International Development on 
Co-operation in the Development of Textbooks and Learning 
Materials

Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Area 
of Anti-Corruption

India Agreement on Co-operation and Mutual Assistance in Customs 
Matters

India Programme of Co-operation in Science and Technology

Malawi Memorandum of Understanding on Defence Co-operation

-
tion of the Agreement on Co-operation in the Fields of Arts 
and Culture

France

France Agreement on Co-operation pertaining to Tourism

France

France Agreement on Transport-Related Matters

France

France
 

Indonesia
Prosperous Future

Indonesia Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operative Activities in 
the Field of Defence

Indonesia Memorandum of Understanding on Cultural Co-operation

Indonesia Statement on the New Asian-African Partnership

Agreement for the Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of 
Investments

Commission

Memorandum of Understanding regarding Industrial and 
Technical Co-operation



278

Acknowledgements
BuaNews
Estimates of National Expenditure 2008, published by National Treasury
Department of Foreign Affairs
www.dfa.gov.za
www.gov.za
www.iol.co.za
www.tshwane.gov.za

Suggested reading
 Seeking Mandela: Peacemaking between Israelis and Palestinians

A Dialogue of the Deaf: Essays on Africa and the United Nations.   

South Africa in Africa: The Post-Apartheid Era. Scottsville:   

The African Union and its Institutions
Bond, P. Talk Left, Walk Right: South Africa’s Frustrated Global Reforms

Big African States: Angola, Sudan, DRC, Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Africa.  

Dorrian, P. The Making of South Africa Inc: Unlocking South Africa’s Global Potential. Cape Town: Zebra Press, 

Draper, P. ed. Reconfiguring the Compass: South Africa’s Trade Diplomacy

Draper, P and Le Pere, G. eds. Enter the Dragon: Towards a Free Trade Agreement between China and the  
 Southern African Customs Union

Composers, Conductors and Players: Harmony and Discord in South African Foreign Policy. 

Landsberg, C. The Quiet Diplomacy of Liberation: International Politics and South Africa’s Transition. 

Le Pere, G and Shelton, G. China, Africa and South Africa: South-South Co-operation in a Global Era. Midrand:  

Mills, G. Security Intersection: The Paradox of Power in an Age of Terror. 
 
Mills, G and Skidmore, N. eds. Towards China Inc Assessing the Implications for Africa

Murray, R. Human Rights in Africa: From the OAU to the African Union. Cambridge: University of Cambridge  

Olivier, G. South Africa and the European Union: Self-Interest, Ideology and Altruism. Pretoria: Protea   

Southall, R. ed. South Africa’s Role in Conflict Resolution and Peacemaking in Africa.

The History of the South African Department of Foreign Affairs.

Prospects for Migration Data Harmonisation in the SADC. Cape Town: Institute for  



279 SA YEARBOOK 2008/09     
FOREIGN RELATIONS


