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South Africa has entered the second
year of the Second Decade of
Freedom, fully geared to meet the
popular mandate to halve
unemployment and poverty by 2014.

Government has adopted a detailed
programme of action, encompassing
attention to improving the capacity of
the State; building a growing
economy that benefits all; expanding
social services; and entrenching
peace, security and democratic
governance in our region and
continent.

This programme outlines detailed
steps that need to be taken in each
area of social endeavour and, where
appropriate, allocates timelines for
each project.  

It is in part a measure of the
encouraging possibilities that our
country faces that what is now the
longest recorded upward economic
trend in our history, gathered further
momentum in the past year.  

However, rather than merely
celebrate this positive environment,
government has joined hands with
social partners to develop a
comprehensive initiative that will raise
the range of growth to higher levels,

and do so in a manner that benefits
all South Africans. The Accelerated
and Shared Growth Initiative for South
Africa is centred on higher rates of
public and private investments as well
as expanding work opportunities. 

As the South Africa Yearbook
2005/06 goes to print, the initiative is
being developed in further detail and
government is consulting with social
partners to ensure that the final
product unites us all in pursuit of
common development and growth
objectives. 

The South Africa Yearbook
highlights the policies and
programmes that have brought our
country to the point at which we can
proclaim with confidence that
tomorrow looks much brighter than
yesterday. 

Together we can and shall indeed
do the many more things that need to
be done to build a South Africa that
truly belongs to all.

President Thabo Mbeki
November 2005

i i i

Foreword



South Africa Yearbook 2005/06
Thirteenth edition
Originally published as South Africa Official Yearbook
ISSN 0302-0681

Editor: Delien Burger

Assistant editors: Elias Tibane and Louise van Niekerk

Photographs supplied by the Government Communication and Information System (GCIS), Department of Water
Affairs and Forestry, Department of Foreign Affairs, Department of Housing, PictureNet Africa, Satour, Rand Water.

Proofreader: Kathleen Bartels for Wordsmiths

Design and layout: Adam Rumball of STE Publishers

Indexer: Mirié van Rooyen

Suggested reading lists: Prof Reuben Musiker

Compiled, edited and published by GCIS
Private Bag X745, Pretoria, 0001
Telephone: (012) 314 2911, Fax: (012) 323 0557
Website: www.gcis.gov.za

Co-published by STE Publishers, PO Box 93446, Yeoville 2143 Tel: +27 11 484 7824

Publishing consultant: Zann Hoad – Sharp Sharp Media +27 11 442-8707

Printed and bound in the Republic of South Africa by Formeset Printers

ISBN 1-919855-70-X
ISSN 1022-9515
Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number: 57-40609

The South Africa Yearbook is compiled and edited by the GCIS. The editorial staff has taken all reasonable care to
ensure correctness of facts and statistics. However, any person requiring formal confirmation of any data in the
Yearbook, or more detailed specific information, should consult the contributors. The information is also available
on Government Online [ww.gov.za].

Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this book was the latest available in October 2005.

i v



s o u t h  a f r i c a  y e a r b o o k  2 0 0 4 / 0 5

v i

Chapter 1
The land and its people 2-25

People 2-7
The land 7-9
The provinces 9-25

Chapter 2
History 30-45

The early inhabitants 30-31
The early colonial period 31-32
The British colonial era 32-34
The mineral revolution 34-35
The Anglo-Boer/South African War            35-37
(October 1899–May 1902) 
and its aftermath 
Segregation 37-38
Apartheid 38-40
The end of apartheid 40-42
The first decade of freedom 42-45
Into the second decade of freedom 45

Chapter 3
Overview 50-72

Introduction 50
Governance and Administration Cluster      50-55
Social Cluster 55-59
Economic Cluster 59-64
Justice, Crime Prevention and 64-67
Security (JCPS) Cluster 
International Relations, Peace and             68-71
Security (IRPS) Cluster 
Key findings and lessons of the 71-72
first decade of freedom 
Challenges and opportunities in 72
the second decade of freedom 

Chapter 4
Agriculture and land affairs       74-103

Strategic Plan for the Agriculture Sector          74
Agricultural economy 75
Genetically modified organisms (GMOs)      75-76
Sustainable resource management            76-77
and use 
Production 77-84
Veterinary services 84-85
Pest control 86
Marketing 86-88
Land administration 88
Food security 88-89
Risk management 89
Credit and assistance 89-94
Training and research 94-95
International relations 95-96
International trade relations 96-97
Import and export control 97-98
Land affairs 98-103

Chapter 5
Arts and culture 108-131

Funding 108
National symbols 108-111
Arts and culture organisations 111-114
Arts and culture initiatives 114-115
Education and training 115-116
Cultural tourism 116-117
Cultural Industries Growth Strategy 117
International relations 117
Arts festivals 117-118
Theatre 118
Music 118-119
Dance 119-120
Visual arts 120
Photography 120
Architecture 120-121

Contents



v i i

t r a n s p o r t

Rock art 121
Crafts 121-122
Design 122
Literature 122-124
Film 124-126
Museums 126-128
Archives and heraldry 128-129
Library and Information (LIS) sector       129-131

Chapter 6
Communications 136-161

Policy 136-138
Telecommunications 138-143
The postal sector 143-145
The media 145-161

Chapter 7
Economy 166-201

Economic indicators 166-171
Price inflation 171-172
Exchange rates 172
Foreign trade and payments 172-174
Department of Trade and Industry          174-176
Market access 176-183
Export and investment promotion 183-184
Investment 184
Enterprise and industry development      185-187
Manufacturing 187
Competition policy 187-188
Small, medium and micro enterprises    188-190
State-owned enterprises (SoEs)             191-192
Consumer and corporate regulation 192
Black economic empowerment 192-193
Public works programmes 193-195
Employment and skills development       195-199
Labour relations 199-201

Chapter 8
Education 208-229

Education structures 209-211
Statutory bodies 211-214
Financing education 214-215
Education policy 215-225
The School Register of Needs 225-226
Human Resource Development Strategy 226
HIV and AIDS 226-227

Partnerships, international relations       227-228
and funding 
Libraries 228-229

Chapter 9
Environmental management   232-265

Policy and legislation 233-234
State of the environment 234-236
Biological diversity 236-239
Preserving biodiversity 239-246
Botanical gardens 246-247
Zoological gardens 247-248
Breeding centres 248-249
Aquaria 249
Snake parks 249
Marine resources 249-257
Conservation challenges 257-262
International co-operation 262-265
Private-sector involvement 265

Chapter 10
Finance 270-302

Fiscal policy framework 270-271
Debt management 272-273
Legislation 273-274
Financial Services Sector Charter 274
National Treasury 275-277
Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC)          277-278
Financial and Fiscal Commission (FFC) 278
Budget Council 278
Public Investment Corporation (PIC) 278
Macro-economic strategy 278-279
South African Revenue Service (SARS)   279-283
Gambling and lotteries 283-284
Auditor-General 284
Financial sector 284-285
Monetary policy 285-286
Financial Services Board (FSB) 286-287
The banking industry 287-288
The microlending industry 288-289
Insurance companies 289
Other financial institutions 289-293
Financial markets 293-297
Exchange control 297-298
JSE Limited 299-301
Bond Exchange of South Africa 301-302
STRATE Limited 302



v i i i

Chapter 11
Foreign relations 306-339

South Africa and Africa 306-323
Relations with Asia and the 323-328
Middle East 
Relations with the Americas 328-331
Relations with Europe 331-334
Multilateral diplomacy 334-339

Chapter 12
Government system 342-372

The Constitution 342
Government 343-352
Government and communication 353
International Marketing Council 353-354
Co-operative governance 354-355
Elections 355
Disaster management 355-356
The Public Service 356-367
Home Affairs 367-372

Chapter 13
Health 378-399

Statutory bodies 378
Health authorities 378-379
Health budget 379
Health policy 379-382
Health team 382-387
Costs and medical schemes 387-388
Community health 388-398
Integrated Nutrition Programme (INP)     398-399
and food security 

Chapter 14
Housing 404-415

Legislation and policy 404-407
Funding 407-408
Capacity-building 408-410
Housing institutions 410-413
Urban renewal 413-415

Chapter 15
Justice and correctional 
services 418-450

Judicial system 419-428
Human rights 428
Crime prevention 428
Integrated Justice System (IJS) 428-431
Legislative and constitutional 431-433
development 
Legal structures 433-438
Correctional services 438-450

Chapter 16
Minerals, energy and 
geology 454-481

Policy 454-457
Black economic empowerment (BEE) 457
Mining industry 457-460
Chamber of Mines 460
Junior and small-scale mining 460-461
Mineral wealth 461-463
Energy 463-468
Gas 468-469
Electricity 469-472
Biomass 472-473
Renewables 473-477
Energy and the environment 477
Geology 478-481

Chapter 17
Safety, security and 
defence 484-508

Safety and security 484-486
South African Police Service 486-493
Defence 493-502
Armaments 503-506
Intelligence services 506-508

Chapter 18
Science and technology 512-538

Policy and funding 512-517
International science and 517
technology co-operation 
Science councils 518-534



i x

Other scientific and research 534-535
organisations and structures 
General research areas 535-537
Private-sector involvement 537-538

Chapter 19
Social development 540-552

Legislation 541
Social assistance 541-543
Poverty-relief programme 543-545
Responding to the impact of 545-546
HIV and AIDS 
Promoting and protecting the 547-549
rights of vulnerable groups 
Victim-Empowerment 549-550
Programme (VEP) 
Non-profit organisations 550
Statutory bodies 550-552

Chapter 20
Sport and recreation 556-565

Programmes 557-558
Transformation in sport 558-559
Ministerial task team into 559
high-performance sport 
Sporting accolades 559
Sports organisations 559-561
2005 sports highlights 561-565

Chapter 21
Tourism 570-602

Tourism policy and initiatives 570-575
Hints for the tourist 575-576
Tourism in the provinces 577-602

Chapter 22
Transport 606-630

Policy 606-608
Agencies 608-609
Transnet Limited 609-610
Road transport 610-611
Public transport 611-619
Rail transport 619-622
Civil aviation 622-625
Ports 625-628
Pipelines 628-629
Maritime affairs 629-630

Chapter 23
Water affairs and forestry        634-653

Hydrological conditions 634-636
Water-resource management, 636-638
development and water services 
Funding 638
Water and sanitation for all 638-639
Policy and legislation 639-641
Water-resource management 641-646
Regional and international 646-647
co-operation and initiatives 
Forestry 647-649
Sustainable forest management 649-653

Addendum 655

Index 687


