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The responsibilities of both the Department of Justice and 

peaceful and safe society.

Department of Justice and Constitu-
tional Development 

to promote constitutional development through the develop
ment and implementation of legislation and programmes to 
advance and sustain constitutionalism and the rule of law. 

enabling environment for the judiciary and constitutional 

establishment and functioning of the National Prosecuting 

assets obtained through illicit means; 
establishment and functioning of bodies responsible for 

appointment of masters of the high courts and the 

and insolvent estates; the regulation and provisioning of 
legal advisory services to government departments; the 

rights; the protection of vulnerable groups; and support to 

The strategic goals of the department relate to ensuring safer 

and family matters by the courts and justice service points;
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for citizens. 

The courts
Constitutional Court
The Constitutional Court in Johannesburg is the highest 
court in all constitutional matters. It is situated on a historical 
site called Constitution Hill in a building specially designed 

of the President is constitutional. It consists of the Chief 

Constitutional Court judges. 

highest court in respect of all matters other than constitu
tional ones. It consists of the President and Deputy President 

jurisdiction to hear and determine an appeal against any 
decision of a high court. 

of the divisions. 

High courts

residing or present in that area. These courts hear matters 
that are of such a serious nature that the lower courts would 
not be competent to make an appropriate judgment or to 

unlimited and includes handing down a sentence of life 

the Free State High Court in Bloemfontein; the North 
Gauteng High Court in Pretoria; the South Gauteng High 

Pietermaritzburg and Durban; the Limpopo High Court in 
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High Court in Cape Town.

hears matters on the restitution of land rights that people 

laws.

which deals with appeals from the Competition Tribunal.

mainly during elections to deal with associated disputes.

obligations. 

Regional courts
Regional courts are established largely in accordance with 
provincial boundaries with a regional court division for each 
province to hear matters within their jurisdiction. There 

magistrates.
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Magistrates’ courts

system as it is where ordinary people come into contact 

branch courts and elevated them into proper courts. The 

Development Plan.

Small claims courts

number of commissioners who preside over small claims 

women. 

Equality courts

Community courts

in dealing with matters in partnership with the community 
and business. These courts focus on restorative justice 

programmes.

Traditional courts

established at traditional community areas in rural villages.  

Sexual offences courts

victims.

National register for sex offenders 

ual offences against children and mentally disabled people.
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The register gives employers in the public or private 

or mentally disabled people. 

Maintenance

providing the person with these essentials. 

facilitate the securing of maintenance money from parents 

Parents and/or guardians must maintain children in the 

and/or sets of families need to take responsibility for the 
maintenance of the child or children concerned. 

Domestic violence

other forms of violence towards women and children.  

tion in the country following the introduction of the 

Role players 

to indigent persons within the budget allocated to it by the 
State. 

Special Investigating Unit 

tions take place as soon as possible. It also works with the 
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for recovering the proceeds of crime. 

National Prosecuting Authority 

(SCCU) and the Priority Crimes Litigation Unit. 

Asset Forfeiture Unit

a crime. 

The family advocate

the best interests of the children in civil disputes over paren
tal rights and responsibilities.

Sexual Offences and Community Affairs Unit

the establishment of Thuthuzela care centres (TCCs). 
The TCC concept is recognised by the UN General 

aim to provide survivors with a broad range of essential 

friendly manner. The Thuthuzela Project is supported by the 

The family violence, child protection and 
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forensic social workers were appointed to assist in cases 

court.

The PCLU is a specialist unit mandated to tackle cases 
that threaten national security. The PCLU was created by 
presidential proclamation and is allocated categories of 
cases either by the President or by the National Director. 

National Prosecutions Service

headed by the Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions 

the public prosecutors and state advocates manning the 

respective areas of jurisdiction. 

Specialised Commercial Crime Unit

commercial crime cases emanating from the commercial 

ranging from private individuals and corporate bodies to 
state departments.

Public Protector
The Public Protector investigates complaints from the public 

or companies where the State and statutory councils are 

available to everyone. 

possible. The President appoints the Public Protector on 

The Public Protector is subject only to the Constitution 

and any political party. No person or organ of State may 
interfere with the functioning of the Public Protector.
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The Public Protector has the power to report a matter to 

Department of Correctional Services
The DCS remains committed to placing humane and safe 
detention and rehabilitation at the centre of service delivery. 
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The DCS has various offender rehabilitation programmes 

and offender reintegration.

the effective management of remand processes
society is protected through incarcerated offenders being 
secured and rehabilitated
society is protected by offenders being reintegrated  

Other roleplayers
Medical Parole Advisory Board 

for a new medical parole policy and correctional supervision.

Correctional Supervision and Parole Board
Correctional Supervision and Parole boards are responsible 
for dealing with parole matters and matters of correctional 
supervision. The Correctional Supervision and Parole 

decisions regarding the granting of parole to people who 
are declared dangerous criminals in terms of Section 

the converting of sentences of imprisonment imposed 

correctional supervision 
decisions with regard to those sentenced to life imprison
ment.

that in turn will make a decision in respect of conditional 
placement. 

There are 52 Correctional Supervision and Parole Boards 
countrywide. These boards are chaired by community mem
bers who are regarded as suitable and capable of carrying 
out the responsibilities. The DCS provides the members with 

implications and relative policies. 
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