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and sign all international agreements. International agree

tive nature will only bind the country after being approved 

international agreements must be tabled in Parliament for 
information purposes.

The Minister of International Relations and Cooperation 

overall mandate is to work for the realisation of South 

relations abroad
monitoring developments in the international enviroment

creating mechanisms and avenues for achieving 
objectives

integrity
contributing to the creation of an enabling international  

sourcing developmental assistance

values through bilateral and multilateral interactions 

tions and promote its foreign policy objectives
monitor international developments and advise govern
ment on foreign policy and related domestic matters
contribute to the formulation of international law and 
enhance respect for its provisions

tional system 

state protocol service.
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the National Development Plan. DIRCO has already begun 
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Strategic Development Plan.  

are an important step towards the realisation of the 

Peace and political stability in the region will remain 
a priority. The proactive and stabilising effect that  

tion Brigade in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) where the negative forces there were either on 

Region.
The department will galvanise political support for major 

the DRC.

countries through structured bilateral engagements to 

strengthen economic diplomacy to increase trade and 

that is championed by President Zuma
ensure speedy provision of humanitarian assistance 
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New Partnership for Africa’s 

cooperate more effectively with international partners.

agriculture and food security
climate change and national resource management
regional integration and infrastructure
human development
economic and corporate governance

ment and information and communication technology 
(ICT).

South Africa and the Southern African 

It adopted its current name during a summit meeting in 

South Africa and Africa

the continent.
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Asia and Australasia
full implementation of the proposals enshrined in the Bei

years. The forum is one of the most strategic partnerships 

China regards 

very close in the positions they take on key issues affecting 
mankind. 

Both appreciate the importance of strengthening coop

interests.

such as training and skills development.

customs cooperation. 

people and human rights issues. 

The Middle East

economic levels that are anchored by the strategic objective 
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The Americas
continues to feature high on the list of trade and investment 

jobs. 

Generalised System of Preferences. 

domestic priorities and has made an effort to align its assis

The Caribbean
the Caribbean. The majority of inhabitants of the Caribbean 

tural links to the continent. 

to bilateral and multilateral relations.

relations with the Caribbean and developing common posi
tions on global issues such as access to the markets of 

promoting the development agenda and protection of small 
island states.

Europe

underdevelopment. 

partner.
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Benelux countries 
embourg) remain important trade and investment partners of 

There has been important trilateral cooperation with the 
Netherlands and Belgium in the past in support of peace and 

Lakes Region. Such trilateral cooperation can be further 

German-speaking countries

ments. 

Nordic countries

den. Flowing from the strong grassroots support in these 

Relations in the international arena have seen close 
cooperation on multilateral issues. The Nordic countries 

International bodies
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 
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can discuss issues which cannot be discussed in BRICS 
summits. 

The forum provides the three countries with a platform 

United Nations
The UN occupies the central and indispensable role within 

UN to advance the global development agenda and address 

decent work for all and the eradication of poverty globally. 

also upholds the belief that the resolution of international 

trality of the UN Charter and the principles of international 

states. 

.

Commonwealth
The modern Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 54 
independent member countries. Membership is diverse and 
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has interacted closely with the work of the Commonwealth 

Non-Aligned Movement

lobby group of developing countries in global affairs. 

the WHO. The country takes part in the annual World Health 

making body. 

contributes to setting international norms and making deci
sions on key issues regarding global and public health.
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