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South Africa is often called “A World in One Country” 
because of the contrast in its technologically advanced 
cities, its unspoilt, wide natural beauty and the many 
cultures that make up the South African nation.
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People
According to the Community Survey 2007, there are 48 502 063 
people in South Africa. Of these, 79% classified themselves as African; 
9,6% as white; 8,9% as coloured; and 2,5% as Indian/Asian.

Africans are in the majority (about 38 million) and consti-
tuted 79% of the total South African population at the time of the 
survey. The white population was estimated at 9,6 million, the 
coloured population at 4,2 million and the Indian/Asian popula-
tion at 2,6 million.

The South African population consists of the following groups:

Western Sotho [Tswana])

identities

Languages
The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 states that 
everyone has the right to use the language and to participate 
in the cultural life of his/her choice, but no one may do so in a 

person also has the right to instruction in the language of his/her 
choice, where this is reasonably practicable.

Official languages
To cater for South Africa’s diverse peoples, the Constitution 
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Recognising the historically diminished use and status of the 
indigenous languages, the Constitution expects government to 
implement positive measures to elevate the status and advance 
the use of these languages.

-
cial languages and to ensure redress for previously marginalised 
indigenous languages.

-
ment of all indigenous languages.

language services for official documentation, develops and 
promotes national language policy, and advises on standardis-
ing and disseminating information on a range of terminology. The 

has been completed.

and speech synthesis in the South African official languages

South African official languages

Mother tongues

Source: Census 2001

Afrikaans 13,3%  siSwati 2,7%

Setswana 8,2%  Other 0,5%
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-
cial languages

Council Act

Council

The Telephone Interpreting Service for South Africa provides 
telephone-interpreting services to people who need to access 
government information and aims especially to improve verbal 

their choice when dealing with government.
The service was installed at over 300 sites in government 

departments as a pilot project, and the project has begun to set 

the project’s services.

Religion
Almost 80% of South Africa’s population is Christian. Other reli-

South Africa’s population do not belong to any of the major reli-
gions, but regard themselves as traditionalists or of no specific 
religious affiliation. The Constitution guarantees freedom of worship.

Religious affiliation

Source: Census 2001

Christian 79,8%  Islam 1,5%

African Traditional Religion 0,3% Other 0,6%
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Christian churches
Churches continue to play a critical role as agents of social 

of a human-rights culture.

African independent churches (AICs)
The largest grouping of Christian churches is the AICs, and one 
of the most dramatic aspects of religious affiliation has been the 
rise of this movement.

There are 4 000 or more independent churches, with a 

largest of these churches in South Africa and the largest church 
overall, with over four million members.

Afrikaans churches
The Dutch Reformed family of churches represents some           

about 1 200 congregations countrywide. The other churches 

Roman Catholic Church
In recent years, the Roman Catholic Church has grown strongly 

-

socio-political front.

Other Christian churches

Baptist churches. Together, these churches form the nucleus of 
the South African Council of Churches.

but there are numerous others.
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A number of charismatic churches have been established in recent 
years. Also active in South Africa, among the smaller groups, are 

African Traditionalists
Because the traditional religion of the African people has a strong 
cultural base, the various groups have different rituals, but there 
are certain common features.

A supreme being is generally recognised, but ancestors are of 
great significance. As a result of close contact with Christianity, 
many people find themselves in a transitional phase somewhere 
between Traditional African Religion and Christianity.

Other religions

-
sian slaves, make up most of this group, with the remaining 20% 
being of Indian descent.

Commission for the Promotion and 
Protection of the Rights of Cultural, Religious 
and Linguistic Communities

The commission is funded through transfers from the Depart-

and promote peace, friendship, humanity, tolerance and national 
unity among cultural, religious and linguistic communities.

This will be achieved by facilitating the development of programmes 
to foster sensitivity, respect and understanding for cultural, religious 
and linguistic diversity and also by mediating in intercommunity 


