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Social Development 
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The strategic goals of the Department of Social Develop

provision

contributory social security system
enhance the capabilities of communities to achieve sus
tainable livelihoods and household food security

progress in building social cohesion and promoting a 

regard. 

Role players
Ministry of Women
The Ministry of Women is situated in The Presidency. Its 

National Family Policy
The DSD is tasked with implementing the National Family 

area of family services.
The Green Paper on Families emphasises the need for 

all to build strong families that protect the most vulnerable 
members of society.

The purpose of the Green Paper is to provide a platform 

to build stable families.
It also addresses some of the challenges faced by individ

the elderly as well as people with disabilities.  
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contribute towards the eradication of poverty and its 

(CSOs) 
implement development projects in poor communities 
strengthen the institutional capacity of CSOs that provide 
services to poor communities

State 
debate development policy 
undertake research and publication aimed at providing 
the basis for development policy.

of concern. 

violence sector. 

ing that recipients of grant funding are not only given money 

with the necessary skills to ensure sustainability. 

development and income generation programmes.

invest more in the youth.

The report provides the latest trends and statistics on 
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how it is doing (compared to the rest of the globe) concerning 
the issues contained in this report regarding young people. 

young population. Two thirds of the population is younger 

tion. The youth are also the fastest growing age group in 
the country. 

activities that promote social and economic development 
and growth.

challenge of youth unemployment. Youth unemployment in 

Government has recognised the problem of poor eco
nomic participation of young people and has put in place 
numerous policy interventions geared towards bringing 
youth into the mainstream of the economy to enhance social 
inclusion and cohesion.

the DSD introduced youth unemployment policy options for 

young people.

Strategy with the key mandate of implementing interventions 

and skills relevant to economic empowerment.
Government strives to provide an opportunity to raise the 

engage in cooperatives in the country. Social entrepreneur

The National Development Plan is clear about the need 
for skills development in promoting economic growth and 
reaching related goals and the country has done well in the 

children who should be in primary school are there. 
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channels
pay the right grant to the right person at the right time 
and place. 

security services against vulnerability and poverty within the 
constitutional and legislative framework. 

the management and reconciliation of grant payments to 

the marketing of social assistance

Programmes and projects
ECD Programme

for children. 
The department recognises that one of the ways of break

are registered and early childhood practitioners appropri
ately trained. Programmes for parental training are also in 
the pipeline.

Project Mikondzo

communities in a bid to tackle social problems such as pov

households.  
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additional support. 

It also includes a substance abuse awareness campaign 

based violence and the strengthening of NPOs. 
The project helps government reach the about two million 

The programme provides an important avenue for labour 
absorption and income transfers to poor households in the 
short to medium term. It is also a deliberate attempt by pub

to create job opportunities for the unemployed.

learnership employment conditions. 

Social security and assistance

ting poverty. Spending on the social grant system accounts 

Food for All Programme
The DSD is tasked with facilitating and monitoring the imple

holds were being provided with food through the department 
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solutions are needed. 

vulnerable people access food. 

HIV and AIDS support

The action plan calls for meaningful involvement and 
participation by all stakeholders in the national response to 

People with disabilities

Rights Policy. 
The policy includes a monitoring and evaluation frame

work that will allow the department to track progress made in 

with disabilities and their families.

obligations under the International Convention on the Rights 

The policy is also a means to promote the active participa

Government remained committed to ensuring that people 

one on board. 

erment of people with disabilities through accessible dis

accessible rehabilitation services. 
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This would enable persons with disabilities to take up the 

local councillors with disabilities. 
Persons with disabilities represent the voice of the sector 

opmental entities.

the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

with Disabilities. 

and blind people. 

Children and youth

tective and caring environment for vulnerable children. Most 
services to orphans and vulnerable children are rendered 

ing of community caregivers and psychosocial support and 
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This approach is geared towards keeping children within 
their families and communities. 

It is aimed at providing comprehensive care and support 
which is complemented by proactive action at community 
level. This includes linking families with poverty alleviation 

Blind SA

mobility training. 

South African Braille Authority

South African National Council for the 
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span the full spectrum of services offered for and to blind 
and partially sighted persons.

Support for the deaf

Older people
The DSD promotes a holistic approach to active ageing and 

initiatives have been rolled out by the departments of social 

opened the National Older Persons Golden Games at the 
Mbombela Stadium in Mpumalanga. 

active ageing programme in line with the Madrid Interna

handling the issue of ageing in the 21st century. It focuses 

enabling and supportive environments. 

of life and improve the health of older persons by engaging 

ageing challenges and keep old age related illness at bay. 

October. It gives elders the opportunity to engage with the 
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