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in the past decade.

ciples and practices of social and environmental justice and 

The NCS grades R to 12 is sensitive to issues of diversity 

ability and other factors.

the progress already made in basic education by integrating 

into the strategic planning framework of the Department of 

advancing policy
integrating sustainability practices into education and train

increasing the capacity of educators and trainers
empowering and mobilising youth
encouraging local communities and municipal authorities to 

Basic education
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(NSC).

recommendations to the Portfolio Committee on the report 

Some of the recommendations included the retention of 
Mathematics Literacy and Mathematics following concerns 
around the NSC.

studies were higher in the NSC than the old SC given that a 

.
Action Plan 2014: Towards the 
realisation of Schooling 2025

heart of the plan. The future of basic education is informed 

emphasis on strengthening numeracy and literacy 
undertaking regular assessments to track progress 

accountability system.

and in literacy and numeracy for the foundation phase 
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NCS grades R to 12.

schools.

Role players
Provincial departments of education
The national department shares a concurrent role with the 

and manage its schools directly. 

face with schools.

meets regularly to discuss the promotion of national educa

of mutual interest. 

Heads of Education Departments Committee 

the deputy DGs of the department and the heads of provincial 
departments of education.

Umalusi
Umalusi is responsible for the development and management 

National Education Evaluation and 

Needu ensures effective evaluation of all teachers based on 

pendent evaluation provides evidence to support proposals 
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edge and professional capacity of educators. 

within public education through processes of dispute preven
tion and resolution.

Programmes and projects

Learning and teaching support material 
Educational portal

The  offers a range of curriculum 

resources for schools. 

Improving access to free and quality basic education
School fees are set at annual public meetings of school gov

fees.
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Accelerated Schools Infrastructure 

structure delivery in the country. 

and to ensure that the facilities are conducive for effective 
teaching and learning.

Higher education and training

will contribute to overcoming the structural challenges facing 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

Durban Institute of Technology
Mangosuthu University of Technology

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
North West University
Rhodes University

Tshwane University of Technology
University of Cape Town
University of Fort Hare
University of the Free State
University of Johannesburg

University of Limpopo
University of Mpumalanga
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•	 University of Pretoria
•	 University of South Africa  
•	 University of Stellenbosch
•	 University of Venda 
•	 University of the Western Cape
•	 University of the Witwatersrand
•	 University of Zululand
•	 Vaal University of Technology
•	 Walter Sisulu University.

Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) 
TVET comprises vocational, occupational and Artisan educa-
tion and training as offered by TVET colleges. This band of 
education and training is also referred to as ‘post-school’, 

meaning that it refers to education and training that takes 
place after leaving school, even if only with a Grade 9 com-
pleted. The only age restriction for a person wishing to study 
at the TVET level is that the person should be 16 years or 
older. There are 50 registered and accredited public TVET 
colleges in South Africa operating on more than 264 cam-
puses spread across the rural and urban areas of the country.

Role players
South African Qualifications Authority (Saqa)
Saqa is a statutory body originally set up in terms of the 
Saqa Act of 1995. The organisation, which is well-recognised 
nationally and internationally, focuses on upholding the prin-
ciples of the National Qualifications Framework, including 
ensuring access, quality, redress and development for all 
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learners through an integrated national framework of learning 
achievements.

empowerment of the previously disadvantaged majority.
Setas are responsible for the disbursement of training lev

ies payable by all employers in the country.
Part of the objective of the Setas is to ensure that the skills 

framework.

plans
implementing the NSDS

receiving and using information from the Skills Develop
ment Planning Unit.

throughout the country. It also collects student loan repay
ments to replenish the funds available for future generations 
of students.
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