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The Department of Foreign Affairs formulates, co- 
ordinates, implements and manages South Africa’s 
foreign-policy and international relations programmes 
throughout the world.
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These programmes are guided by a commitment to promoting 
human rights, democracy, justice and international law; interna-
tional peace and internationally agreed-upon mechanisms for 
resolving conflicts; Africa in world affairs; and economic develop-
ment through regional and international co-operation.

South Africa and Africa
South Africa’s development is inextricably linked to the develop-
ment of Africa and the southern African region. Africa faces the 
challenge of positioning itself to address the marginalisation of 
the continent by engaging global role-players on socio-economic 
development and facilitating a fair and just global order.

African Union (AU)
The AU is Africa’s premier institution and principal organisation 
for promoting the continent’s accelerated socio-economic inte-
gration, which will lead to greater unity and solidarity between 
African countries and peoples. South Africa was instrumental in 
establishing the AU and its organs, which are the:

operationalised.

South Africa supports peace and security efforts in Africa. 
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a suitable site and construct the permanent headquarters of the 

The AU has made notable progress towards the political and 
economic integration of the continent:

resolution of conflicts, peacekeeping and post-conflict recon-

region

-

New Partnership for Africa’s Development (Nepad)
South Africa, in collaboration with key African countries, has been 
at the forefront in developing Nepad as Africa’s premier develop-
ment programme, in mobilising African and international support 
for Nepad and in supporting Nepad structures and processes. 

Nepad is a holistic, integrated, sustainable-development initi-
ative, primarily established as an African rejuvenation plan that 

MISSION OPERATIONS 

2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

54249373339282acirfA

Latin America 10

Asia/ Australasia 31

North America 8

Europe 27

1218115110115018929snoissiM llA

2004 2005 2006 2007

39969574sriaffA ngieroF :gniniart citamolpiD/ecivreS ngieroF

Heads of Mission training 17 20 8 15

Foreign Language training 44 95 82 256

DIPLOMATS TRAINED

Source: Development Indicators, 2008

Mission operations

Diplomats trained
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focuses on creating the conditions for sustainable development, 
namely:

The primary objective of Nepad is to eradicate poverty, halt the 
marginalisation of Africa in the globalisation process, promote the 
empowerment and economic integration of women and achieve 

monitoring mechanism. The peer review process is aimed at 

of public goods and services to the citizens of African countries. 

practices that lead to political stability, high economic growth, 
sustainable development and accelerated regional and continen-
tal economic integration through the sharing of experiences and 

scrutiny. Seven, including South Africa, have gone through 
their review processes and eight have received a country 
support mission. South Africa’s review was largely smooth and  

other nations could emulate, including co-operative governance,  
participatory governance practices, a consultative budget 
process and provision of basic needs. The report also raised  
critical issues for South Africa to consider, among them:  
inequality, poverty eradication, unemployment, crime, models 

and corruption. These issues are addressed in South Africa’s 
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South Africa and the Southern African  
Development Community (SADC)

-
opment.

 

-
tius, Mozambique, Namibia, the Seychelles, South Africa, Swazi-
land, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Africa should focus on the following priorities:

-
nent’s access to the information highway

some of the highlights of the summit. The launch of the FTA will 

relations with southern African countries through trade.  
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Asia and Australasia

by heads of state and government to help build closer economic 
ties between Africa and Asia.  

South Africa continues to strengthen its relations with the 
region through increased two-way trade; personal exchanges 

-
-

capacity-building.

-
ment, is growing. South Africa’s multinational companies are 

processing, electronic media and the petrochemical industry.

-
nity for countries of the South to serve their economic interests.

of Foreign Affairs, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, and a large dele-

South African delegation attended the summit within the context 
of advancing South Africa’s economic interests within the frame-
work of advancing South-South co-operation.
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The Middle East
The Department of Foreign Affairs distinguishes between two 

-

Asia and Africa.
South Africa’s leading trade partners in the region are Saudi 

South Africa supports a just, equitable and comprehensive 
-

pation of land that has led to conflict and violence between the 
peoples of the region.

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic rela-

this historic landmark was launched with an exchange 
of congratulatory messages between the two presidents and their 

sponsor or co-sponsor a series of events during the course of the year. 

i
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The Americas
The overall bilateral relationship with the United States of America 

civilian and governmental links with the USA have expanded. 
The bilateral relationship has been reviewed on an annual basis 

The reviews focus on the achievements and challenges that 

categories of interaction, namely:

signed between the two countries, remains an effective vehicle 

agenda has expanded in scope and now includes ODA, trade 

-
ture, transport, Africa and multilateral issues.

continue advancing the development agenda of the South and 
the strengthening of co-operation among developing coun-
tries through active participation in groupings of the South 
at regional, interregional and multilateral levels. A number of 

platform for closer co-operation.

The Caribbean
South Africa enjoys cordial relations with the countries of the 

-
-

tries. A high commission, headed by a chargé d’affaires, was 
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descent and thus have strong historical and cultural links with 
the continent of Africa. South Africa’s endeavour, in conjunction 
with the AU, to strengthen co-operation between Africa and the 

bilateral and multilateral relations.

Europe

member states. Developed primarily as a single market, it is the 
largest economy in the world, with a combined nominal gross 
domestic product of almost 

-
teen member states have also adopted a single currency, the 

-

-

-
 

Through this agreement, a partnership has been built, which 
 

operation, economic co-operation and co-operation in other areas.

work together, based on the principles of:

i
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development co-operation activities in South Africa. This support 
-

tion and Development, which is the largest single development 

Germany has made substantial new investments in the South 

one of the country’s most important trading partners.
-

South Africa’s most important overseas tourism markets.

presidents welcomed that, since the establishment of a strate-

bilateral relations had developed into an enhanced mutually bene-
 

operation in a wide range of economic and other areas. The partner-
ship is a reflection of the shared values and interests of South Africa 

-
ment to promote liberty, peace, security and stability in the world and 

areas for enhanced bilateral co-operation in future: energy, space, 
transport, health, information and communications technology, migra-

i



109

 P
oc

ke
t 

G
ui

de
 t

o 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

20
08

/0
9      

F
O

R
E

IG
N

 A
F

FA
IR

S

-
ness Forum to enhance economic ties at the highest level.

South Africa and France co-operate in various multilateral 
forums, particularly to improve peace and security on the African 
continent and support the advancement of global governance.

United Nations (UN)
South Africa remains an active participant in ongoing discussions 
on the reform of the UN and believes that the multilateral system 
should be fully engaged in the endeavour for human develop-
ment and poverty eradication, starting with the achievement of 
the MDGs; the common struggle to address environmental degra-
dation; the pursuit of an overarching human-rights agenda; the 
promotion of democracy and good governance; and all efforts 
to combat terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and small arms.

As a party to the UN conventions on climate change, deserti-

committed to the protection of the oceans and the sustainable 
management of its marine resources.

South Africa continues to reinforce its role as an active and 
substantive role-player on disarmament, non-proliferation and 
arms-control issues at national, regional and international levels.

-
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United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
-

dent representative, who is also the resident UN co-ordinator for 
all UN operational activities for development in South Africa.

Commonwealth

continent and major ocean, making up a quarter of the world’s 

South divide.

traditions manifested in similar structures of governance; public 
administration and law; and a common working language, 

important multilateral institution, both uniting and serving its 
member countries and providing a lobby on global issues.

 
capacity-building, economic and social development, the removal 
of disparities in living standards across the world and the allevia-
tion of poverty and illiteracy.


