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THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE

The distinctive charm of South Africa comes from
its history and also by moments of great change
and strides of progress brought about by a people
united in a diversity of religious beliefs, cultures
and languages. The country’s physical features
range from bushveld through deserts and forests,
up majestic mountain peaks down to wide un-
spoilt beaches and coastal wetlands.

South Africans are ready to become the centre
of the world’s attention, pulling out all the stops to
showcase the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ and make
it the best World Cup ever.

The people

According to Statistics South Africa’s (Stats SA)
Mid-Year Population Estimates, 2009, that were
released in July 2009, there were 49 320 500
people in South Africa, of which 52% were fe-
male.

Of the total population, 79,3% classified them-
selves as African; 9,1% as white; 9% as coloured;
and 2,5% as Indian/Asian. Africans were in the
majority with more than 39 million of the total
South African population. The white population
was estimated at 4,5 million, the coloured pop-
ulation at 4,4 million and the Indian/Asian popula-
tion at 1,3 million.

Nearly one third (31,4%) of the population were
younger than 15 years and 7,5% (3,7 million)
were 60 years or older.

The South African population consists of the
following groups: the Nguni (comprising the
Zulu, Xhosa, Ndebele and Swazi people); Sotho-
Tswana, who include the Southern, Northern and
Western Sotho (Tswana people); Tsonga; Venda;
Afrikaners; English; coloureds; Indians; and those
who have immigrated to South Africa from the

rest of Africa, Europe and Asia and who maintain
a strong cultural identity. A few members of the
Khoi and the San also live in South Africa.

Languages

According to the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa, 1996, everyone has the right to use
the language and participate in the cultural life of
his or her choice, but no one may do so in a man-
ner that is inconsistent with any provision of the
Bill of Rights. Each person has the right to instruc-
tion in his or her language of choice where this is
reasonably practicable.

Official languages

The diversity of the unique cultures of South Africa
means that there are 11 official languages. These
are English, Afrikaans, isiXhosa, isiZulu, isiNdebe-
le, Sesotho sa Leboa, Sesotho, Setswana, siSwati,
Tshivenda and Xitsonga. The Constitution also
requires the Pan South African Language Board
to promote the use of the Khoi, Nama and San
languages, and sign language.

According to Census 2001, isiZulu is the moth-
er tongue of 23,8% of the population, followed by
isiXhosa (17,6%), Afrikaans (13,3%), Sesotho sa
Leboa (9,4%) and English and Setswana (8,2%
each).

The least-spoken indigenous language in South
Africa is isiNdebele, which is spoken by 1,6% of
the population.

Although English is the mother tongue of only
8,2% of the population, it is the language most
widely understood, and the second language of
the majority of South Africans. However, govern-
ment is committed to promoting all the official
languages.

Estimates by population group and gender

Male Female Total

Population Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage
group of total of total of total

population population population
African 18 901 000 79,2 20 235 200 79,5 39 136 200 79,3
Coloured 2137 300 9,0 2295 800 9,0 4433100 9,0
Indian/Asian 635 700 2,6 643 400 2,5 1279100 2,6
White 2194 700 9,2 2277 400 9,0 4472100 9,1
Total 23 868 700 100,0 25 451 800 100,0 49 320 500 100,0

Source: Mid-Year Population Estimates, 2009
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Religion

Religious groups

According to the Constitution, everyone has the
right to freedom of conscience, religion, thought,
belief and opinion.

Almost 80% of South Africa’s population fol-
lows the Christian faith. Other major religious
groups are the Hindus, Muslims, Jews and Bud-
dhists. A minority of South Africa’s population do
not belong to any of the major religions, but re-
gard themselves as traditionalists of no specific
religious affiliation.

Number of individuals by church

Churches Number

Dutch Reformed 3005 698
Zion Christian 4971932
Catholic 3181336
Methodist 3305 404
Pentecostal/Charismatic 3422749
Anglican 1722076
Apostolic Faith Mission 246 190
Lutheran 1130987
Presbyterian 832 495
Bandla Lama Nazaretha 248 824
Baptist 691 237
Congregational 508 825
Orthodox 42 251
Other Apostolic churches 5609 070
Other Zionist churches 1887147
Ethiopian type churches 880414
Other Reformed churches 226 495
Other African independent churches 656 644
Other Christian churches 3195477
African Traditional Belief 125903
Judaism 75 555
Hinduism 551 669
Islam 654 064
Other beliefs 269 200
No religion 6 767 165
Undetermined 610 971
Total 44819778

Source: Statistics South Africa (Census 2007)
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Christian churches
There are various Christian churches throughout
the country.

The Church of England in Southern Africa has
congregations among all sections of the commu-
nity. Church attendance in South Africa is favour-
able in both rural and urban areas, and churches
are well served by a large number of clerics and
officials.

0On the whole, training for the church ministry is
thorough and intensive.

Apart from the work of the churches, a number
of Christian organisations (para-church organisa-
tions) operate in South Africa, doing missionary
and evangelical work, and providing aid and train-
ing.

Regular religious programmes on radio and
television, and the abundance of places of wor-
ship, reflect the importance of religion in South
Africa. Many newspapers carry a daily scriptural
message, and various religious magazines, news-
papers and books are produced and sold in reli-
gious bookshops.

There are many official and unofficial ecumeni-
cal relations between the various churches.

One of the most important of these links is the
South African Council of Churches (SACC), al-
though it is not representative of all churches.

The major African indigenous churches, most of
the Afrikaans churches, and the Pentecostal and
charismatic churches are, as a rule, not members
of the SACC, and usually have their own coordina-
ting liaison bodies.

African independent churches (AICs)

The largest grouping of Christian churches is
the AICs, represented by the Zionist or Apostolic
churches. The Pentecostal movement also has its
independent offshoots in this group.

The Zion Christian Church (ZCC) is the largest
of these churches in South Africa and the largest
church overall. The teaching is a syncretism be-
tween Christianity and African Traditional Religion.
More than a million members gather twice a year
at Zion City, Moria, east of Polokwane in Limpopo,
at Easter and for the September festival.

Traditionally, Easter is the religious highlight of
the year. The ZCC members, estimated to exceed
four million, are not obliged to make the pilgrim-
age, but have loyally observed the tradition for
more than 80 years.

The 4 000 or more independent churches have
a membership of more than 10 million people,
making this movement the most important reli-
gious group in South Africa.



The independent churches attract people
from both rural and urban areas. There are, for
example, hundreds of separate churches in rural
KwaZulu-Natal, and at least 900 from all ethnic
groups in the urban complex of Soweto alone. In
northern KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga, these
churches serve more than half the population.

Afrikaans churches

The Afrikaans churches are predominantly Pro-
testant. Of these churches, the Dutch Reformed
Church family of churches in South Africa is the
largest and represents about 3,5 million people.

The Dutch Reformed Church, also known as
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk, with its sis-
ter churches, the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk
and the Gereformeerde Kerk, have congregations
countrywide.

The Dutch Reformed Church also has six fully
fledged English-language congregations, one con-
gregation for Dutch-speaking people, and four
for Portuguese-speaking people. There are about
2 000 members in each of these congregations.

The Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Af-
rica, the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa and the
smaller Reformed Church in Africa, with predomi-
nantly Indian members, are some of the smaller
churches.

Other churches with Afrikaans-speaking adher-
ents, some with very large memberships, include
the Apostolic Faith Mission and the Afrikaanse
Protestantse Kerk.

Roman Catholic Church

The Roman Catholic Church has grown signifi-
cantly in number and influence in recent years.
It works closely with other churches on the
socio-political front. The Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference, founded more than 50 years
ago, is the representative body of this church in
southern Africa.

Other Christian churches
Other established churches in South Africa include
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, the Meth-
odist Church, various Lutheran and Presbyterian
churches, and the Congregational Church.
Although the different Baptist groups are not
large, they represent a strong church tradition.
Together, they form the nucleus of the SACC. The
largest traditional Pentecostal churches are the
Apostolic Faith Mission, the Assemblies of God
and the Full Gospel Church, and there are nu-
merous others. Many of them enjoy fellowship

in groups such as the Church Alliance of South
Africa, and operate in all communities.

Hundreds of independent charismatic churches
have mushroomed across the country. The largest
of these groups is the International Fellowship of
Christian Churches (IFCC). Rhema Church, with its
32 000-member congregation, spearheads the
movement. The IFCC, representing more than 400
churches, is also a member of the SACC.

Also active in South Africa, among the smaller
groups, are the Greek Orthodox Church, the Sev-
enth-Day Adventist churches, the Church of the
Nazarenes, Church of Scientology and the Salva-
tion Army.

African traditionalists

Because the traditional religion of the African
people has a strong cultural base, the various
groups have different rituals, but there are certain
common features.

A supreme being is generally recognised, but
ancestors are of far greater importance, being the
deceased elders of the group. They are regarded
as part of the community; indispensable links
with the spirit world and the powers that control
everyday affairs. These ancestors are not gods,
but because they play a key part in bringing about
either good or ill fortune, maintaining good rela-
tions with them is vital and they have to be ap-
peased regularly through a variety of ritual offer-
ings.

While an intimate knowledge of herbs and
other therapeutic techniques and the use of
supernatural powers can be applied for the
benefit of the individual and the community, some
practitioners are masters of black magic, creating
fear among people. As a result of close contact
with Christianity, many people find themselves in
a transitional phase between African Traditional
Religion and Christianity.

Other religions

The majority of Indians who originally came to
South Africa were Hindu. They retained their
Hindu religion and today some two thirds of South
Africa’s Indians are Hindus. The rest are Muslims
and a minority are Christians.

The Muslim community in South Africa is small,
but growing rapidly, with a number of people from
South Africa’s different cultural groups embracing
the religion.

The Jewish population numbers less than
100 000. Of these, the majority are Orthodox
Jews. Buddhism is barely organised in South Af-
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rica. However, the Nan Hua Buddhist temple has
been built at Bronkhorstspruit near Pretoria. The
number of Parsees has decreased, while there is
a small group of Jains in Durban. Followers of the
Baha'i faith are establishing groups and temples
in various parts of the country.

The land

South Africa occupies the southernmost tip of
Africa with a coastline of about 3 000 km. The
country stretches latitudinally from 22° to 35° S
and longitudinally from 17° to 33° E.

Its surface area is 1 219 090 km?. The country
has common boundaries with Namibia, Botswana
and Zimbabwe, while Mozambique and Swazi-
land lie to the north-east. Completely enclosed
by South African territory in the south-east is the
mountain kingdom of Lesotho.

Tothe west, south and east, South Africa borders
on the Atlantic and Indian oceans. Isolated, some
1 920 km south-east of Cape Town in the Atlan-
tic, lie the Prince Edward and Marion islands, an-
nexed by South Africa in 1947.

The oceans

South Africa’s biggest neighbours are the Atlan-
tic and Indian oceans, which meet at the south-
western corner of the continent.

The warm Mozambique-Agulhas current skirts
the east and south coasts as far as Cape Agulhas,
while the cold Benguela current flows northwards
along the west coast as far as southern Angola.

The contrast in temperature between these two
currents partly accounts for important differences
in climate and vegetation between the east and
west coasts of South Africa.

It also accounts for the differences in marine
life. The cold waters of the west coast are much
richer in oxygen, nitrates, phosphates and plank-
ton than those of the east coast. Consequently,
the South African fishing industry is centred on
the west coast.

The coasts

The coastline itself is an even, closed one with
few bays or indentations naturally suitable for
harbours. The only ideal natural harbour along
the coastline is Saldanha Bay on the west coast.
However, the area lacks fresh water and does
not offer natural lines of penetration to the inte-
rior.

Most river mouths are unsuitable as harbours
because large sandbars block entry for most of
the year. These bars are formed by the action of
waves and currents, and by the intermittent flow,
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heavy sediment load and steep gradients of most
South African rivers. Only the largest rivers, such
as the Orange and Limpopo, maintain narrow
permanent channels through the bars. For these
reasons, the country has no navigable rivers.

Relief features

South Africa’s surface area falls into two major
physiographic categories: the interior plateau,
and the land between the plateau and the coast.

Forming the boundary between these two areas
is the Great Escarpment, the most prominent and
continuous relief feature of the country. Its height
above sea level varies from about 1 500 m in the
dolerite-capped Roggeveld scarp in the south-
west, to a height of 3 482 m in the KwaZulu-Natal
Drakensberg.

Inland from the escarpment lies the interior
plateau, which is the southern continuation of
the great African plateau stretching north to the
Sahara Desert.

The plateau itself is characterised by wide
plains with an average height of 1 200 m above
sea level.

The dissected Lesotho plateau, which is more
than 3 000 m above sea level, is the most promi-
nent. In general, the escarpment forms the high-
est parts of the plateau.

Between the Great Escarpment and the coast
lies an area which varies in width from 80 km to
240 km in the east and south, and a mere 60 km
to 80 km in the west. At least three major subdivi-
sions are recognised: the eastern plateau slopes,
the Cape folded belt and adjacent regions and the
western plateau slopes.

Climatic features

Although the country is classified as semi-arid,
it has considerable variation in climate. The sub-
tropical location, on either side of 30° S, accounts
for the warm temperate conditions so typical
of South Africa, making it a popular destination
for foreign tourists. Being in the southern hemi-
sphere, the seasons in South Africa are opposite
to those of Europe and North America.

The country also falls squarely within the sub-
tropical belt of high pressure, making it dry, with
an abundance of sunshine.

The wide expanses of ocean on three sides of
South Africa have a moderating influence on its
climate. More apparent, however, are the effects
of the warm Agulhas and the cold Benguela cur-
rents along the east and west coasts respectively.
While Durban (east coast) and Port Nolloth (west
coast) lie more or less on the same latitude, there



is a difference of at least 6° C in their mean an-
nual temperatures.

Gale-force winds are frequent on the coasts,
especially in the south-western and southern
coastal areas.

Rainfall

South Africa has an average annual rainfall of
450 mm, compared with a world average of
860 mm. About 65% of the country receives less
than 500 mm per year, which is generally accepted
as the minimum amount required for successful
dry-land farming.

About 21% of the country, mainly the arid west,
receives less than 200 mm per year.

In Cape Town, the capital city of the Western
Cape, the average rainfall is highest in the win-
ter months, while in the capital cities of the other
eight provinces, the average rainfall is highest
during summer.

South Africa’s rainfall is unreliable and unpre-
dictable. Large fluctuations in the average annual
rainfall are the rule rather than the exception in
most areas of the country.

Below-average annual rainfall is more com-
monly recorded than above-average total annual
rainfall. South Africa is periodically afflicted by
drastic and prolonged droughts, which often end
in severe floods.

Temperatures

Temperature conditions in South Africa are
characterised by three main features. Firstly, tem-
peratures tend to be lower than in other regions at
similar latitudes, for example, Australia.

This is due primarily to the greater elevation of
the subcontinent above sea level.

Secondly, despite a latitudinal span of 13 de-
grees, average annual temperatures are remark-
ably uniform throughout the country. Owing to the
increase in the height of the plateau towards the
north-east, there is hardly any increase in temper-
ature from south to north as might be expected.

The third feature is the striking contrast be-
tween temperatures on the east and west coasts.
Temperatures above 32° C are fairly common
in summer, and frequently exceed 38° C in the
lower Orange River Valley and the Mpumalanga
Lowveld.

Frost, humidity and fog

Frost often occurs on the interior plateau during
cold, clear, winter nights, with ice forming on still
pools and in water pipes. The frost season (April
to October) is longest over the eastern and south-

ern plateau areas bordering on the escarpment.
Frost decreases to the north, while the coast is
virtually frost-free.

Average annual relative humidity readings
show that, in general, the air is driest over the
western interior and the plateau. Along the coast,
the humidity is much higher, and at times may
rise to 85%. Low stratus clouds and fog frequently
occur over the cool west coast, particularly during
summer. The only other area that commonly ex-
periences fog is the “mist belt” along the eastern
foothills of the escarpment.

Sunshine
South Africa is famous for its sunshine. Gene-
rally speaking, April and May are the most pleas-
ant months when the rainy season over the
summer-rainfall region has ended, and before the
rainy season in the winter-rainfall area has begun.
At this time of the year, the hot summer weather
has abated and the winds are lighter than during
the rest of the year.

In certain areas, however, notably the hot, humid
KwaZulu-Natal coast, Mpumalanga and Limpopo,
June and July are the ideal holiday months.

The provinces

South Africa is divided into nine provinces, each
with its own legislature, premier and executive
councils. The provinces, with their own distinc-
tive landscapes, vegetation and climate, are
the Western Cape, the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-
Natal, the Northern Cape, Free State, North West,
Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Limpopo. (See Chap-
ter 22: Tourism.)

Western Cape

The Western Cape’s natural beauty, complement-
ed by its hospitality, cultural diversity, excellent
wine and colourful cuisine, make the province one
of the world’s greatest tourist attractions.

The cold Atlantic Ocean along the west coast is
arich fishing area, while the warmer Indian Ocean
skirts the province’s southern beaches.

Visitors to the Western Cape can disembark at
Cape Town International Airport, George Airport or
at the ports of Cape Town, Mossel Bay or Saldan-
ha. A network of roads also leads to Cape Town,
fondly known as the “Mother City”.

Cape Town houses Parliament and is the coun-
try’s legislative capital.

Other important towns in the province include
Saldanha, a notable harbour for iron exports and
the fishing industry; Worcester and Stellenbosch
in the heart of the winelands; George, renowned
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Western Cape %

Capital: Cape Town
Principal languages: Afrikaans
isiXhosa
English
Population: 5 356 900 (Mid-Year Population
Estimates, 2009
Area (km?): 129 370

55,3%
23,7%
19,3%

for its indigenous timber and vegetable produce;
Oudtshoorn, known for its ostrich products and the
world-famous Cango caves; and Beaufort West on
the dry, sheep-farming plains of the Great Karoo.

The Western Cape boasts one of the world’s six
accepted floral kingdoms. Although it is the small-
est of them all, the Cape Floral Kingdom, which
is characterised by fynbos, contains more plant
species than the whole of Europe. These include
the famous proteas and heathers.

Covering an area of more than 553 000 ha,
the Cape Floristic Region World Heritage Site
comprises eight separate protected areas
stretching from the Cape Peninsula into the East-
ern Cape.

The Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden is
included in this area, which makes it a world-first
for South Africa, since no other world heritage site
includes a botanical garden.

The Knysna-Tsitsikamma region has the coun-
try’s biggest indigenous forests; a fairyland of
ancient forest giants, ferns and colourful birdlife.
Products of the forests include sought-after fur-
niture made from the indigenous yellowwood,
stinkwood and white pear trees.

The province has a strong network of higher
education (HE) institutions, including the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, Stellenbosch University, the
University of the Western Cape and the Cape
Peninsula University of Technology.

The people

More than 5,3 million people live in the Western
Cape on 129 370 km? of land (Mid-Year Popula-
tion Estimates, 2009). Afrikaans is spoken by the
majority, with isiXnosa and English being the other
main languages.

A potpourri of diverse cultural backgrounds
gives the province a cosmopolitan ambiance,
resulting in a demographic profile quite different
from the national pattern.

The profile draws on elements from different
parts of Europe, south-east Asia, India and Africa,
which are richly reflected in the diversity of the
area.
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Agriculture and marine fisheries

The Western Cape is rich in agriculture and fisher-
ies. The sheltered valleys between the mountains
provide ideal conditions for the cultivation of top-
grade fruits, such as apples, table grapes, olives,
peaches and oranges. In the eastern part of the
Western Cape, a great variety of vegetables is
cultivated. The province can be divided into three
climatic regions. The area around the Cape Penin-
sula and the Boland, further inland, is a winter-
rainfall region with sunny, dry summers.

Towards George, along the south coast, the
climate gradually changes to year-round rainfall,
while inland, towards the more arid Great Karoo,
the climate changes to summer rainfall.

The Western Cape is known as one of the
world’s finest grape-growing regions. Many of its
wines have received the highest accolades at in-
ternational shows.

The wheat-growing Swartland district around
Malmesbury, and the Overberg around Caledon,
form the bread basket of the country.

The inland Karoo region (around Beaufort West),
and the Overberg district (around Bredasdorp),
produce wool and mutton, and pedigree Merino
breeding stock.

Other animal products include broiler chickens,
eggs, dairy products, beef and pork. The West-
ern Cape is the only province with an outlet for the
export of horses. This earns the country millions
of rands in foreign revenue.

The province has also established itself as the
leading facilitator in the export of ostrich meat to
Europe. In addition to meat, fine leatherware and
ostrich feathers are also exported to destinations
all over the world.

The plankton-rich cold Benguela current flows
along the west coast of the province, which is
considered to be one of the world’s richest fish-
ing grounds. This resource is protected from
overfishing by foreign vessels by means of a
300-km commercial fishing zone and a strict
quota system. Snoek, Cape lobster, abalone,
calamari, octopus, oysters and mussels are
among the most sought-after piscatorial delights
from this region.

Industry
The province has the lowest unemployment rate
in the country, namely 19,7% (Labour Force Sur-
vey, 2009), compared with the national average
of 23,2%.

The backbone of the Western Cape’s economy
is small, medium and micro-enterprises (SMMEs).
Between 2004 and 2008, the province spent



R56 million in financial and mentoring support to
assist 38 121 SMMEs (of which 80% were histori-
cally disadvantaged).

These and 4 355 tourism SMMEs and 6 267
entrepreneurs were beneficiaries of support-
infrastructure programmes.

The Provincial Government implemented an
initiative called “Die Plek Plan”, to create eco-
nomic opportunities in rural and peri-urban areas.
“Plek” is a contraction of the words “plaaslike”
(local) and “ekonomiese” (economic). It works
with municipalities and communities to identify
projects that can create economic opportunities,
and whose development is subsidised by the
Rural Economic Assistance Fund with R20 mil-
lion.

Many of South Africa’s major insurance com-
panies and banks are based in the Western Cape.

The majority of the country’s petroleum
companies and the largest segment of the print-
ing and publishing industry are located in Cape
Town.

Information and communications technology
(ICT) is one of the fastest-growing sectors in the
province, and operations are being expanded to
other provinces. After Gauteng and KwaZulu-
Natal, the Western Cape’s manufacturing sector is
the third-largest contributor to the national manu-
facturing sector.

The clothing and textile industry remains the
most significant industrial source of employment
in the province.

Cape Town is the economic hub of the pro-
vince, encompassing industrial areas such as
Epping, Montagu Gardens, Parow and Retreat.
Along the west coast, the Saldanha Steel Project
has led to increased economic activity.

2010 FIFA World Cup™

Government is using the hosting of the 2010 World

Cup to fast-track the growth and development of

the country. Towns and cities have geared up to

host thousands of ticket holders during 2010.
The investment in 2010 will benefit South Afri-

cans long after the tournament.

Cape Town is ready to host the World Cup.

Preparations include:

e Green Point Stadium, which will host eight
matches during the tournament, including a
quarter-final and a semi-final

e R12 billion of investment in the Cape Town
International Airport

e developing the Integrated Rapid Transport
System

e developing public viewing areas (PVAs)

e provincial road-infrastructure upgrades, inclu-
ding the Koeberg interchange and the N2 Cor-
ridor

e FIFA’'s Centre of Hope in Khayelitsha

e opportunities for volunteers and young people
to develop skills and experience during the
event

e upgrading the Philippi Stadium at a cost of
R54 million as a “venue-specific” training site

e huilding at least six new hotels in the Western
Cape

e building overall capacity in delivering health
Services.

The Final Draw on 4 December 2009 at the Cape

Town International Convention Centre attracted

a worldwide television viewership of 700 million

people.

Eastern Cape

The Eastern Cape, with its vast natural resources,
offers the adventurer and ecotourist a memorable
experience. The province, with its undulating hills,
expansive sandy beaches, majestic mountain
ranges and emerald green forests, is the second-
largest of the nine provinces in terms of surface
area.

The region boasts remarkable natural diversity,
ranging from the dry, desolate Great Karoo to the
lush forests of the Wild Coast and the Keiskamma
Valley; the fertile Langkloof, renowned for its rich
apple harvests; and the mountainous southern
Drakensberg region at Elliot.

The Eastern Cape’s main feature is its spec-
tacular coastline lapped by the Indian Ocean. With
its long stretches of pristine sandy beaches, rocky
coves, secluded lagoons and towering cliffs, the
coastline provides the province with an unsur-
passed natural tourist attraction.

The graceful curve of Algoa Bay provides an
ideal setting for the Port of Port Elizabeth. East
London offers equally favourable harbour fa-
cilities. The province is serviced by airports situ-
ated in Port Elizabeth, East London, Mthatha and
Bhisho.

Capital: Bhisho

Principal languages: isiXhosa 83,4%
Afrikaans 9,3%
English 3,6%

Population: 6 648 600 (Mid-Year Population
Estimates, 2009)
Area (km?): 169 580
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The architecture of many of its cities and towns
reflects the rich heritage of its people.

Important towns in the province include Bhisho,
the capital; Uitenhage, which has important motor
vehicle-manufacturing and related industries; King
William’s Town, rich in early settler and military
history; Grahamstown, also known as the “City
of Saints” because of its more than 40 churches;
Graaff-Reinet, with its interesting collection of
historic buildings; Cradock, the hub of the Cen-
tral Karoo; Stutterheim, the forestry centre of the
province; Aliwal North, famous for its hot sulphur
springs; and Port St Johns, the largest town on
the Wild Coast.

In the Eastern Cape, various floral habitats
meet. Along the coast, the northern tropical for-
ests intermingle with the more temperate woods
of the south.

This makes for an interesting forest habitat of
various species endemic to this region.

Age-old forests occur at Keiskammahoek,
Dwesa, Port St Johns and Bathurst; dune forests
are found at Alexandria; and mangroves along the
Wild Coast.

Rolling grasslands dominate the eastern in-
terior of the province, while the western central
plateau is savanna bushveld. The northern inland
is home to the aromatic, succulent-rich Karoo.

The province has a number of HE institutions,
including the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Uni-
versity, the University of Fort Hare and the Walter
Sisulu University of Technology.

The people

The Eastern Cape has almost seven million
people living on 169 580 km? of land (Mid-Year
Population Estimates, 2009). The majority of the
people speak isiXhosa, followed by Afrikaans and
English.

Agriculture, fishing and forestry
The Eastern Cape Provincial Government has
approved the Provincial Cooperative Strategy
to establish a cooperative development fund in
2009/10. Rural development and agrarian trans-
formation are strategic priorities. Resources were
provided to enable ownership by worker groups,
namely pineapple farming in Peddie, chicory
farming in Alexandria, citrus on the banks of the
Kat River and at Addo, fruit farmers in Langkloof
and the paprika farmers in Keiskammahoek.

The Eastern Cape has excellent agricultural
and forestry potential. The fertile Langkloof Val-
ley in the south-west has enormous deciduous
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fruit orchards, while the Karoo interior is an im-
portant sheep-farming area. Angora wool is also
produced here.

The Alexandria-Grahamstown area produces
pineapples, chicory and dairy products, while cof-
fee and tea are cultivated at Magwa. People in
the former Transkei region are dependent on the
farming of cattle, maize and sorghum.

An olive nursery has been developed in collabo-
ration with the University of Fort Hare to form a
nucleus of olive production in the Eastern Cape.

Extensive exotic forestry plantations in the high
rainfall areas of Keiskammahoek provide employ-
ment for large numbers of the population. The
province is a summer-rainfall region with high
rainfall along the coast, becoming gradually drier
behind the mountain ranges into the Great Karoo.

The Eastern Cape Provincial Government plans
to develop the province’s forestry and timber in-
dustry by creating up to 100 000 ha of plantations
over the next 10 years.

The basis of the province’s fishing industry is
squid, some recreational and commercial fishing
for line fish, the collection of marine resources
and access to line-catches of hake.

Ostrich exports are flourishing and the provin-
cial Department of Agriculture has been hailed
for the support it is giving this industry. Each
ostrich-export establishment has a resident official
veterinarian, which is a requirement for exporting
ostrich products to the European Union (EU).

The game industry is enjoying unprecedented
demand in the international market due to health-
conscious consumers increasingly demanding
lean organic game meat.

Industry

Trends in the Gross Domestic Product by Region
(GDP-R) figures over the past five years sug-
gest that the province experienced growth in
line with the national average of above 4% per
year. The Expanded Public Works Programme
played a critical role in creating employment op-
portunities, especially for youth and women. From
2004 to 2008, over 212 000 employment op-
portunities were created and more than 50 000
people trained.

The Mzimvubu Project is key to turning around
the economy of the region to establish a modern
agro-industrial economy centred around Mthatha,
in the same